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Nelson Lee Leads An Army 0/ Cave Men Into Battle-

CHAPTER 1. 

T 11 e S i g n a Is i n M o rs c ! 

lN~ t:l ~~O~ LEE, t11e g·reat c1etec·t it VP, \\·as 
J.. ~- n_ot. only engaged ll p1~m a :;i I 1!-{1 ii a I' 

ta.:)l\.. bt1t 111:3 sttrrottncln1g·:5 \\"ere very 
~i11gul ai- i r.deecl. .. 

llu \Vas sta11<ling i11 t-he rrtost a111azi11g· r<)('li 
,_ a Yei-11 011 tl1e face of the (~artl1. -

11: strct-el1ed a\vay for 111iles-l1ej11g, i11 

f,•_ct., lJei·,ve-e11 eig·l1t a11cl t~11 111iles 1011°· atl(I 

1,er,dy as wide. A part of tlic can,1·1; flool' 
\Y~i~ C(rvere(t ,vitl1 \.Ve1l cultivatecl flel(ls, a11tl 

i1 1 :,1)otl1el' part-, t~>\Var<ls tl1n centre, ,va~ a 
tlccr• lake., 011 \\'r1icl1 float-e(l Yal'iL)llS shi11s. 
·1· 11e rt: \Y as a great c!1a1111c l l ca ti i11g t' ro111 t-l 1 i5 

lakt~ t•> a rock: t1t1111el, ,vl1ir-l1, 1i1 tt1r11, con14 
11ni11i('ate:cl ,rit;! tl1e 01}c.~11 .:;ea. 

l)11 e,·l'l"),. sicJc ()f J\'e!~o,1 J .. Pe tl1e cav(~1·11 
\\-alls aruse-g-~·eltt, sl1eer J)reciJlices, l'is:n.~ 
1_11) fo1· thre~1 tl1on~at1d feet., a11(I ~101)i11g· 
111,,·arllS as tl1ey rose. ...:\till a_t t-l1e ,·er:-f to~l 
t-l1ere ,rns a g·reat }1u1P, a 111;le acr<J~s, a11~) 
tl1roltg·l1 this l1ole t,\·i1lklecl il10 :3tars. \\"l1e11 
t-110 c.l:i~~ can1e, tl1e ~liI1~ f()l' so1ne 11ours, \V<)ulcl 
~l1i11e clo,v11 glori(Jusl)l int,1 tl10 caver11. . .. ~.nu 1 

it ,,·as tl1e Llriei l1our~ elf cla1ly ~u11sl1i11e ,vl1ic·}1. l 
1t1aclo tl1is tJ1acH l1abital>le l)y 111a11. }1.,or nn J 

t lnC<\ 1111 ndrecl day;; in , he year tlw ;,1.1u shone, : 
a l 1 ( 1 1 l s , v a r n 1 t i l 1 en a l) 1 (' ( l l he J-> e <) r, t e o f t h () ~ 
).1 i~t to g·r,1,v t 11..-~ ii- fooll. 

l"\nt it ,vas (lark: no\V, exee11t for tl1e H,1r2s , 
o[ ua tu ml gas r.iu:11 bu rne<l all arouml tltu ! 

j 
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-An E. S. Brooks Story Of Startling Adventure On A Lost Island I 

--
Hundreds of miles into the very heart of the mysterious Sargasso Sea there 

. lies an unkn<1wn island peopled by descendants of shipw1·ecked sailors, lost pilgrim 
ships, and prehistoric cave men. And it is on this extraordinary island that five 
intrepid explorers, Nelson Lee & Co., are encountering the adventures of their 

liws! . 

,~avern. T11e stars, 110\vevcr, f.\\'inkled far 
nl10,.-e. Ariel it ,,·as the curiousl,· errati<' .. 
t\vi 11klin_g of 011e star, i11 pnrt-ieu la r, \vJ1ic!1 
l1acl cnt1ght l\elso11 Lee's c)·e. 

Tl1rot1g}1 a teleseope he cliscovered tl1e 
reason. 'fl1e t\\·inkling of that part-icular 
st.ar v-·as differer1t--because it ,vas11't a star 
at all, l)ut. nn e!eetric torcl1, and it \\·as sig .. 
11a 11 i ng j r1 long a11d sl1ort fln sl1C's-ir1 the 
111orse code-the or1e ,vorcl. •· \\' a i ting.'' 

Witl1 l1is O\\"TI electric torcl1 Nelson Lee 
\\·a; 110\\~ ans,Yeri11g. Ile k:ne\\' tl1at llP there, 
on t.}10 rim of rock at the edge of the crater­
lik:e ope11ing, Lord J)orrimore, tl1e fa1not1s 
sporti11g pf'er, "·as s1lra,vling--a11d \\·1th l1irn, 
110 doubt, ,1•♦ere Nipper, Ed,\·ard Os,,·ald 
Ilandfort.h, a ncl Umlosi. 

A good d ~ a 1 l P ~ s t l1 a n 11 a 1 f a mi 1 e 
se1)ar~ted Kelson I_.L•e froni tl1e rc~t of his 
galla11t p_art)·-but it ,,·a3 a pcr1)enclicular 
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1alf-mile, and that made i't difficult. There 
\\·as no road from the cavern floor to the 
~avern roof. So, for the time being, Nelson 
Lee ,Yottld have to be content ,vith giv­
i 11g his friend, a brief indication of what 
had been happening. • 

He had no dot1bt that Amanda Peterson, 
l s\veet girl of sixteen, and the 1·ightful 
leader of the ~eople of the Mist, was with 
Lord Dorrimore's pal'ty. She, too, -n·ot1ld 
\\"t1 lcome the ne,vs. 

"1-Ia\vk and men driven i11to lake," morscd 
Xclson Lee. "Aboard cruiser-resisting~but 
uil qt1ict at present." 

"O.K. 1" came the retttm signal. •• Shall 
,ve join yot1? Beast Men frie11dly-c.an 
obtain ropes for descent." 

It ,vas some little time before that mes­
sage, laboriot1sly morsed,. came do,,1 n to Lee. 
But as soon as he thoro11ghly undersooo_d it, 
lie brought his own torch into action again. 

''No!,, he signalled. ''Hawk might 
r.ttempt tricks ,vith ropes. ~Stay there.'' 

His companions, above, were disappointed. 
For theJr had hoped to join him. BL1t they 
thoroughly 1mderstood. And i~ the cold 
light of dawn they went bnck to their camp 
011 tJ1e island top, ,,,.here Lord Dorrimore1s 
aeroplane, tl1e Sky \Vanderer, ,vas lyi11g 
c-ri lJillcd. 

I T ,vas the most amazing cavern in tl1e 
'\\""orld-ar1d it was situated in the heart 

. of t-l1e most amazing island in the ,vorld. 
T11e latter, indeed, was a tiny fragment 

of the lost continent of Atlantis. It rose 
·"l1eer from . the sea, its cliffs rising three 
tl1ot1sancI fee, t.hrottgh eternal mists. Yet 
tl1e t1pper part of the island was clear of the 
111ist, ancl tl1e st1n shone in all its glory. 

Belo,,·, on e·very coast of this island, dense 
111asses of choking, festering weed ,vere to be 
fot1nd. ,,70ed and mist-and a great, brood­
ing silence. },or this \vas the dreaded Sar• 
g~so Sea ; the very l1ea1·t of it., for ever 
J 1idden by tl1e mist. r 

It ,yas I .. ord Dorrimo11 e ,vho l1ad first dis­
<·o,~ered tl1is amazing land, and he had 
lJrot1ght a small party ,vith him to explore. 
Nelson Lee and Nipper had been enthusias­
tic enough to join in. On the island top they 
J1ad found fu11gus growths instead of trees; 
tl1ey had fottnd Beast lien, primitive, wild. 

Bt1t most astounding of al], they had found 
the great cavern, and, in it, a community of 
English-speaking people the descendants of 
})ilgrims, "·hose ships, many hundreds of yenrs 
earlier, had drifted into the Sargasso Sea 
after a terrific storm. Trapped in the \\'eed, 
and finding themselves near to the great 
cliffs, the unfortunate people had then dis­
covered the cavern-into which the mist did 
not penetrate. And the people of to-day were 
the descendants of the pilgrims, and the great 
majority of them ,vere simple, peaceful and 
l~indly. 

Bt1t the explorers had fottnd that a ruffian 
11an1ed Simeon Harke, ,vho d11bbed himself 
tl1c Black Ila ,v k, \\·as exercising a grim 

tyranny over the People of the Mist. He 
had gathered· all the ruffians of the community 
about him. They were great bearded men, 
,vith muscles like iron-giants of strength and 
brutality. Numbering about fifty, they had 
easily subdued the rest of the · populace. 

Long befo1·e the adventurers had come to 
the island, Simeon Harke had mttrdered 
Jonas Peterson, the gentle man who l1ad been 
the uncrowned king of the cavern people. 
E, ... er since tlie pilg1·ims had sought refuge 
on this strange island, generations before, 
t.l1e Petersons had been the leaders. Amanda 
Peterson was the sole survivor of the family, 
and Handforth, at least, dreamed of sitting 
l1er ltpon an imaginary th1~ne, after the 
Black Ha,vk and his gang had been de­
fe,1ted. For the sttsceptib1e Handy had 
fallen head over heels in love with pretty_ 
Amanda. 

Nelson· Lee had been attracted by this en­
terprise mai11ly beca11se the Black Hawk and 
his men had act11ally dared to venturo 
througl1 the ,veed in a .rusty-sided, dilapi-­
dated old Parazilian crt1iscr. They had 
1--eached the open sea, and by an act of abso­
lute piracy, hatl held up a transatlantic liner,­
and had looted her of f cod and £urniture.: 
A11d these 1ne11 were like the pirates of old~ 
s,vart!1y, bearded, bare•footed ancl rt1thlees. 

Afte.r months of labotir they had discovered 
the workings of the old Porto l\.'.Iarlo's e11-

gines; they had built a grill astern for the 
protection of tlie propellers; they had fixed 
a great ct1tter on to the prow, so that the 
, .. essel co11ld force its way through the en­
tangling weed. Bt1t that venture, at the best, 
had been a hazardous one, and it was more 
by luck than judgment that the Black Hawk 
and his pirates had got back to their base. 

Simeon Harke had attempted to kill Nelson 
Lee and his party, and because of that 
Lee had sworn to liberate the ttnfortunate 
pcc.1ple. A11d that 9otlld only be accomplished 
by the complete defeat of the Black Hawk. 
He was not defeated yet; he was making a 
last stand in that very vessel he had pre• 
,~iously used for the act of piracy. 

HEN Nelson Lee t11rned away, after 
completing his morse sigi1alling, he 
fottnd mt1ch work for him to do. 
He was rather p11zzled by Lord 

Dorrimore's message, for it ,vas surprising to 
leam that the .. island-top ,, party was no,v 
on f1·iendly terms with the formidable Beast 
Afen. B1tt there was no time, now, ror Lee 
to consider this point. 

The recent figl1t had been fierce1 and there 
were many wounded who needea attention. 
Most of the casualties had already been 
carried into the quaint houses of the cavern 
township, and they '""ere being attended to 
by the womenfolk. But Lee himself was a 
very skilful doctor, and he had a mind to go 
round and to personal]y attend tl1e more 
seriously wounded. 

These simple people regarded him with 
something like awe. It was his example 
\rl1ich had enabled them to ""'in the battle, 
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and, by gencra1 <'Onse11t. he \\"as no,v the Tl1e Porto ~larlo ,vas lJ·ing some clistance 
~upr~me lend~r. No ma11_ drPan1ed of. \\"T~~t- out from t.he C'dgP of the rock-bound lake• 
in!)f tl1at." l1onot1r from l11m-11nless, 111deed. the Blnck 1-la\vk nucl his men, in their re: 
j i ,vns tl1e Blaclc I-Ia ,vk. Those pPncef ul t rC'n t, hn,1 s,, .. u m t.o l1er, nnd, climbing 
citize11s \Vllo ,verc on I.Jee's side neclnin1erl nboarrlt l1a,1 ~ecur~rl a11 excellent refuge. 
him ns th0ir liberator, arid tl1e:r \\'ere reacl.Y I•.,t)r tl1~re ,-.·ere fo0<l supplies on the sl1i1)-­
to fo]Jo,v l1is 1encl to dC'atl1 itself. ,vntt"'J\. too-and sl1e \\1 ot1l<l be easy to hold 

'' \\
1 hat mngic I1a, .. c )"Otl bee11 perrorming a gain~t any attark. Nelsl)Il Lee did not deny 

no\\', !\·laster Lee?'' asked a \\~izenecl olcl ma11 t.hat t.l1e Dlack l-lav,·k's 11e\\" strongl1old ,,·a~ 
\\·}10 ,vas b:y- the detective's si(JP. '' Faith, I an impreg11ab)e or,e. He cot1ld 011ly bo 
111ar,·cl at the strangt~ la11111 \,·hich bur11s \\'itl1- attnck~d b~" S\\"imrni11g 1nen or h.Y 1nen in 
o11t a flame!" bont~. Anti both met.hoc]~ ,,~ere fraug~1t ,vith 

Nelson Lee smiler). clanger-for t.hose nl1oar<l the cr11iser cottld 
'' I find it diffir11lt, ~ometimes, Dr. Otto, to ·bC'at off the attacks ,\·itl1 compnrative ease. 

J"'calise that :ro11 and ~·our J;coplc kno\v nothi11g Tl1e ca ver11 people possessed no fire-arms, 
of electricit)", '' 110 replied. '' Y ct this la1np a11cl so tl1c figl1ti11g. i11 the . main, "·as of a 
is quite simple. Aurl I \\":ts signalling l1y· a pri1nitivP nature. Tl1e Porto l\larlo, nolv so 
metl1od ,vc l~r10,v a~ ruorse cclde, to m}' f1·ie11ds close. \\·as safe. In just the same \\·ay tho 
ut t11e r.n\'"ern roof.'' peor,le on t.he lake eclge ,,·ere safe. They 

'' 11,y n1y ·soul! "\"o n1P:1n that. ;ye tolcl them <'Ot11d ~hout to t.J,p,. Black Ha,\"l,'s n1en, aracf 
or ,vhat hns h..-en af,Jot ?'' askt~I the little ihe Black Ha,\~k's men cottld shout bacli; J"et 
<.loctor in ,vo11dur. t 11<-,, could not har1n one another. 

'' Y cs, and 1 lln \·P set. thPm at C'ase;• re- SimP.011 Hnrke l1imself, and a n11mber of 
11lied J.,ce. '' nut, \\·}1.}r clo J'Ott lir1gc-r here, l1is men, ,vere busying tl1emselYes · round ancf 
doct:or ?· S11r~l.Y tht~rt1 is. 11111c·h \\·ork for yo11 ahotlt one of tl1e cruisc>r's small guns. It ,,,as 
to <lo." this. fact. \\·l1icl1 had hrot1gl1t SltCll an ejact1la• 

''Aj,.e, in nll trutl1 !''. replied the dortor tio11 of ~tnrtlc-,I ~,1rprise fro1n I"ee. 
dryly. .. And 't"·ill be. my first t.asl~ to ntt~nd l•,or, 11ntii t-hnt min11te, he hnd o,,.eriool-:ed 
)·our O\Vn ,vot1nds. A re J'e not mor~ 1r-n- the- fact that th" Porto l\Inrlo, in spite of 
portant than an~: of tl1e othf_.r n1(\n? Thus lier dE:'crepit condition. ,,·as a comparatively 
I a,vait. vo111· ti111e." 1n<,cler11 ,var \'essel. And l1~r gL1ns-some of 

Nelsori I~e.e started. Until that mjnttte he tl1em, at Ieast.-,\'Pre not. only in good con• 
had not reali5iied that hri \\"as, indePd, clition. b,1t the pirates l1ad l~arned how to 
l\'011nded. Yet lie l1a(l re<'civecl a s,vord-t.hr11st opel·ate. them. 
i11 tl1e fle~l1J· part of his . left arm, and he J.,ee 1·Pme1nberC\d, vi\"idly, how tl1e ,Vallo,,• .. 
hacl been htPPrlir1g profu~()ly. 1-lis face l\·ns i11g olcl bat.tlesl1ip J1ad npproac-hed the liner 
l1l,1ocl-.spnt.tered, tl)O, for tl1C're \\"as n1,,re t.l1a11 Tornr1ia~ ancl had e,·en firec] a shell across her 
011~ 1-1gly~ gapi11g gasl1 there. l-,c,Y,~. Thnt grim e,·ide11cr of det.erminntion 

'' \~ou rlid \\·rong, Dr. Otto!'' he snicl )1acl imp~lled the Torat1ia's skipper to hen,rc 
sharply. '' l\Iy o,\·n \\·011nrls nre t.rivial; oti1cr to, ancl knttc!klP. t111<ler to the in1pudent de• 
men are crit.ica lly Jit1rt. Y 011 v.·ill please me rnancls of tl1t' pirates. 
if yo1.1 grJ t<J t he1n. I can see after n1y 0\\'n Rut a shell fired on tl1e open sea '\\'."as one 
]1111·ts. '' tl1ing-an(l a f.ll1P]] fired ,._·ithir1 the confines of 

Yet l1e <lid not give any attention to l1im- this cavern. large ns it ,, .. aF;, ,,·ottld be another! 
E,elf t1ntil he l1ad seen to tl1e ot.l1ers. ()nly And the Illacl.; Ha,\·k and l1is pirates, kno,y .. 
tl1en did he conse11t to ha,re his i11juries bat.bed ing not.hing of mode1i1 gnnnery, doubtless 
and dressed .. Aftery,·ards 110 felt surprisingly had rao suspicion of the dreadful dangers 
better arid l1e stood in the open \vatching thev \\·ere risking. 
tl1e d~,vnlig11t gro,,· stronger in tho cnvrrn ,lls somet.hing umiss~ ~laster Lee?'' 
roof. He ,,·ntched, too, the 11ct.ivities aboard A rnnn nn1ned Tom S,vaync, young nr1cl 
t11e Porto l\larlo, \\·l1ich floated some distance vigorot1s, a11d one of the 111o~t valiant of the de­
u11t in the central lake. fenders, had joined I~ee. An<l he could tell 

There \\"ere a great nt1mber of men. lining by tl1e very ex1Jressior1 on tl1e detective:s face, 
t:11e lake shore-grim a11d deter1nined. 'l1 hey that ~ometl1ing ,,·as \Yro11g. Yet it v:a3 
,vere ready·, in case the Blaclc Ha \\"k sho11ld seldom, indeed, tlint l ,ec ever bet1·ayed hjn1-
make an,· atten1pt to get asl1ore. self in t.hat ¥.'ny. 

Nelson .. Lee came to the conclt1sion tl1nt 110 '' Yes, Tom," l1e snid sl1nrply. "It's brae)! 
had been rig lat in . advising Lord Dorri more I believe the Blnck: IIn ,,·li: is preparing t.o 
to take no net ion. The only ,vay do,,·n ,vas fire ltpon tts. ,, 
bJ rope-ancl tl1at ,vas o haznrdo11s under• '' Fire upon t\S ?,, repeated Tom S•,:ayne~ 
taliing. A t\vo-thousand-foot drop-and, an:y- his O})er1 face alight ,vith ,,·onder. '' But l 
"~l1ere near the bottom, it v-·ould be possible kno,,, not v.·hat ye rnea11, l\Iaster Lee!'' 
for the Black Ha\vk to t1se ct1nning met.hods ''Do J'011 not kno,v that in modern sl1ip~. 
,vhereby he n1ight l(ill the descending figures. s11ch ns tl1e Porto 1\1arlo, there are grc_-.a t 
Yes, it was safer for them to remain abo,"e. steel ~11ns? ,, said L0c, almost impatier1tlj·. 

''Dy HeaYen !" exclaimed Lee ahr11ptly. ''Forgive me, 'l,om, if I nm sl1ort ,vitl1 yot1-­
He had s~en something which catlsed his but this matter is clen(ll~,,. seriot1s. Tl1e gun 

henrt to leap into l1is mo11th. He was not ,vhicl1 ,ve see is, ns nnval gttns go, n ,~er_y 
easily startled-bt1t tl1e thing he now sa\V small one. But it can send its shell for 
J1orrified him. miles.'' 

~ 
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u l\Iilcs ! '' ejaculated tl1e other, staring. 
'' Yes, for mi]e..s-it can drop sl1clls to the 

'\•cry farther side of the cn·vcr11, arid beyond, 
if tl1ere ,vere roo1n. And t.l1e shells, ,vhen 
they strike, bt1rst ,vith hideotis effect. Y 011're 
lt1cky, Tom S,va:yne, in l{nowing nothing of 
n1odern methods of ,varf arc. For I can 
assure you, they are vile and ghastly.'' 

,vhilst Lee waa spcakir1g, his thoughts were 
travelling in other directions. He \\·as 
appalled. The Black Ha\\rk, in t1sing the 
Porto l\ia1·lo as his st.ronghold, had, indeed, 
played a master-stroke. For not only ,vas 
i~ a floating fortress, but it possessed these 
<leadly guns; and the pirates knew how to 
use tl1cm. 

And if they did 11se them ,vith any kind 
of skill, t.}1e cavern community could, within 
an inci■edibl~,, short time, be ,viped completely 
out I 

• 
CHAPTER 2. 

The Firing of the Gun I 

S I~. iEON HAR.KE, self-styled the Black 
Hawk, might ha,ye stepped rigltt out 

· of the pages of a buccaneering yarn. 
He ",,as a pirate in every i11ch of 

him-and he had a great many inches, _too. 
He "·as a man of cnormot1s pi·oportions, 

being ft1lly six feet eight inches in height, 
and he ,,·as proportionately broad, with great, 
massive shot1lders and rippling mt1sclcs. His 
coarse-f eatt1red, r11gged faco was half hidden 
-by the black beard which festooned his 
chin. His brows were thick and prominent, 
and . his e:;cs, beneatl1 them, fierce and t1n­
tamed. 

He ,vaH dressed 1·oughly, but picturesquely, 
nnd at his ,vaist hung an eno1·mot1s cutlMs. 
His grea.t feet were bare, a11d the toes, all 
splayed out, proved that lie had never worn 
shoes. N 0110 of these People-- of the l\'list, in 
fact, ,,·ore shoes. 

Near the Black Hawk stood Jonathan 
Betts, iiearly as massive, red-bearded, ttgly. 
There '\\"ere others, too-Simon Lane, Thomas 
Reed~ Reresby, a11d all those ,vho \\""ere in 
the Black Hawk's fa, ... our. 

There ,\,,as personality in this black-bearded 
giant; he did not rule his men merely by 
br11te strength. He \\"as a man of character 
and there was something almost l1ypnotic in 
his gaze. Men ,vilted before him. 

Ho was by nature a braggart and a poser. 
He posed now. He had been literally driven 
into the Jake with his men, and they had 
so11ght ref11ge aboard the Porto l\'.larlo in 
desperation. Yet Sin1eon Harke now claimed 
the full credit for a masterly move. 

'' The fools thi11k that ,,,e are helpless 
aboard this craft!'' he g]oated in a low voice. 
'' Bones and blood ! They will soon know 
differently. They cannot reach us, for the 
v-·ater separates us from the shore. But, stab 
my vitals, we can reach them!'' 

And he looked eagerly, fiercely, at the gun 
upon 'Ylhich a 11t1n1ber of men ,, .. ere working. 

'' A3-·c, \Ye ca11 reach them!'' he went on. 
'' Tl1is gur1 alo11e can send death to huI1dreds 1 
,\

1e ha,-e bttt to place one of the h-.vy 
n1etnl objects ir1 the gt1n's end. nnd it can 
be .sent ht1rtli11g across into the dist-ance, 
,vhere it ,vill explode an(l spread desstruc­
tion. '' 

He ,vas speaking almost at random. For 
he arid his rnen, tinkering with the navai 
gun, ,,,,ere liko children playing with fire. 
They k11ew a little-and a little knowledge 
is dangero11s. B,it they had successfully fired 
the g1.tn 011 the open sea, and at least they 
kne,v ho,v to place the shell in the breach, 
how to follo,v it t1p \Yith the necessary charge. 
All tl1ese thir1gs ·harl bec11 learned earlier­
tnore or less by accident. ,vhe11 they had 
61·ed the g11n for the first time they hnd 
un,vittingly taker1 their lives into their hands. 
It v.,'.'as luck, more than knowledge, whic.h 
had cattsed thet gun to be fired s11ccessfully. 

And, having done it once, they could do 
it again. 

'' ,,-rhen all is ready, let the narrow end of 
the gun be tilted downwards,'' ordered the 
Black Hawk. '' Thus shall the flying object 
be sent i11to the heart of the town.'' 

'' l\Iany v.'"ill be killed, Sir Chief,'' said 
Jonatha11 Betts dottbtfully. · 

"And '\\·hat of it?'' snapped the other. •• I 
i11te11d that ma11y shall be killed ! And me• 
thinks, Jonathar1, that one such demonstra• 
tion ""ill be all st1fficient. '' 

He paced l1p and down, his features work .. 
ing gloatingly. 

'' For, see yot1, '' he contintted, S\\"inging 
11po11 Betts. ''After ·one such display of 
my stre11gth, the people will be afraid. No 
longer ,Yill they listen to l\faster Lee! May. 
his bones rattle and rot t 'Twas he who 
gave me the order to surrender. Bt1t now 
I sl1all give that order, my friends! The 
s11rrender sl1all come £ rom the other side!', 

He had t.hc means at his grasp, and he 
incant to 111al{e ~ full 11se of those means. As 
he had said, one shell would probably be 
st1fficie11t. For it wo11ld sprend s11ch terror 
that the people wot1ld cease to take notice 
of Nelso11 Lee, and ""011ld l,nuck1e under. 

'' A word with you, Simeon Harke !'1 

The _voice came clearly, nnd the Blac~ 
Ha,vk spun rot1r1d, his e:yes narrowing. He 
1·ecognised that vofce a·t once. Now ho 
beheld Nelson Lee standing ttpright in a 
small boat ,vhich ,vas midway between the 
sl1ip and the sliore. Along the Jake side 
ht1ndreds of people were standing, watching 
1,nd lister1ing i11tently. • Nelson Lee had his 
hand 011 his automatic pistol; and it occur1~ed 
to him even tl1en that it might be better 
for all concerned if he put a b11llet straight 
a\vay into Simeon Harke's heart. Yet it 
\\'as impossible for tl1e detective to take any 
st1ch drastic . action. Killing men in cold 
blood ,vas not in his li11e even though s11cl1 
ai1 act might save the lives of many others''J 

'' So l·e wot1ld have speech with me, Master 
I.ee, '' shot1ted the Bla.ck Hawk mockingly, 
as ho · ,,·ent to the rail and 1eaned against 
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it. "By ms· bones! Come ye, tl1en, to 
1nal~e terms ·t ~, 

'' No. I make no terms with men like you, 
Simeon Harke!'' replied Lee ct1rtly. '' Yott 
l1a ve nlrnost 1,ttn the length of yot1r rope, 
and if :ro-..i are a n1an of sense J'Otl ,, .. ill put 
an end to tl1is madness--'' 

''Stal1 my vitnls!'' roared tl1c ot}1er. ''Yotl 
co1ne, tl1cn, to tat111t 1ne? l(no,v ~"e ,vl1at I 
i11tend? ~, 

'' I tl1inl" I clo. '' replied L~e. '' Yott're 
}Jlnnning to fire tl1at gt1n ! " 

'' Aye, 'tis so!" 
'' Tl1e11 ~·on are a fool, Harl.:c !" saicl I~ee 

sl1arpl)~. '· \\"l1at do l-.. Otl l~r10,v of steel guns, 
and tl1e higl1-cxplosive shells ,vhich are pro­
jected f 1·om them? ~ .... ott tir1ker \Yi tl1 dca tl1, 
111y f rie11d ! '' 

'' AJ·e, deatl1 for tl1e traitorot1s dogs ,,·110 
tur11ed against me!" agreed the Blnck Ifa,vk. 

"Death for all!'' corrected Lee. '' That is 
"·hy I a1n l1ere-to ,varn you. Yott thinl, to 
fire that gun, and to strike terror into the 
l1earts of tl1e people. Bt1t you kno\\? notl1ing 
of tl1e JJossiblc conseq11ences? Do yo11 kttO\V 
,vl1at l1appens ,vl1e11 a gt111 is firecl, and ,,,.hen 
tl1ere is a gteat explosion?'' 

'' I do, i11deed ! '~ s11n1·led Sirncon llarli:C. 
'' l\Ie11 die-and t l1ej· die untidil:r ! " 

'· The1·e is more in it tl1an that,'' con• 
tir1ued Lee. ,·. \\:}1er1 an explosion occt1rs 
there is a great displacement of the air a 
tremendot1s distttrbance. Ottt on the ope11 
sea it is a matter of no importnnce. But \.\"hat 
do you tl1i11k might l1appen in this ca,·ern, 
la1~gc as it is? \? Ott 1nnd fool! If yott fire 
that g11n, tl1ere is a possibility tl1at the ,,~hole 
ca vcr11 ,vill crash do\\·11. Not on1y ,vill :yottr 
enemiea be ,l~stro)·ed, b11t yott and yonr own 
me11, too. Tl1is island ·is 110110,v, and it is 
of curious £01·mntion. A sl1ock, s11cl1 as the 
firing of a g11n, _ might ,vell cat1se it to crasl1 
down into the Sargasso.'' 

Nelson L~e Vlas exaggerati11g-bt1t he 
meant to. At all costs Si111eon I-larlie mttst 
be preve11tc<l from firi11g the gt1n. Even if 
tl1e C'n.ver11 did 11ot collapse, it ,vas inevitable 
that there shottld be so minor dist11rbances. 
For tl1c co11rnssion, i11 tl1at- confined spnc~, 
,,·ottld be terrific. 

It ,vas n fact ,,·l1ich tl1e Blacl, lla,,?k dicl 
not 1~calise, a fact of ,y}1 icl1 l1e had no kno,, .. _ 
ledge. 

Nor1e of tl1ese men J-1ad any kno,,·leclge of 
the la,,·s of d~"nan1ics. Tl1cjT tl1ot1ght the 
firing of the gun ,,·ouicl he just as simple 
here, as ir1 the Oll<:n. And, Jacl(ir1g this 
k110,vledge, tl1ey· regarcl~d Nelson Lee's ,, .. ar11 .. 
ing as a tricl~. 

'' Rot in:y skin! Do ye, tl1C'n, talte me for 
a sin1plet(.ln ?'' d0n1anded the Black lla,vk i11 

anger. "He1·e I l1a,-e tl1e 1near1s to make tl1c 
people bend t.o m)- ,vill, a11<l yott come ,vith 
tl,Clse paltry· lies on )·ot1r lips, thinking to 
nffrigl1t m~ ! Tl1c gt1n shall be fired, arad 
tl1t1s shall I annot111cC' my t1·iumph. '' 

'' Thtts shnll yolt ,vreak t1ntold destrt1c• 
t1on !'' retorted Nelson Lee. '' I nm \\'nrn­
ing yott, I-Iarke. I l~now more of ·modern 
Ettns than ~"Ott-and I am telling you, in all 

trutl1. that yo11 fire t.hat gt1n at YOttr o,,,.n 
risk. Tl1c first shot m igl1t not bi:--ing com• 
}Jlete destrt1ction, bt1t it ,, .. ill certainlv have 
a gren ter cff ect than l·ot1 intend. You are 
plnying \\·i tl1 death.'' 

Something in his tone cat1sed n ,,,n \'"8 of 
ttnC'nsiness to pass throt1gl1 many of the 
liste11ers. Tl1e Blacl~ Ha \\"k's men ,Yere be­
ginning to g-lance at one another, and tl1ose 
glances co11tai11ed cloubts, n1isgi,·i11gs. J\Iany 
of the mcr1 looked at tl1c gt1n ,vitl1 a ne>,,· 
interest-a ne,,· dr~nd. Tl1e:y had al,,l"a~·s been 
n1ore or les.s a £raid of it, bt1t no,v tl1eir fca t· 
,,·as becomir1g tn11g~ble. 

'' }Ia_yhap tl1e stranger is rigl1t, Sir C11ief, '' 
muttered Jonnthnr, Betts. '' \\rl1en all i3 
said, ,\·e k110,, .. 11ol1gl1t of the effects of st1cl1 
stra11ge ,,·eapons--" 

'' So, fool, )·ot1 hee.cl his ,vorcl~ ! " snarlecl 
tlae Blacl~ IIn,,·I,, spi1111ing ro1111d llpon him. 
•· Yot1 are trapped a!1d {)C'lnded by l1is ct1n• 

t1ing talk. Bal1 ! Get out of my sight before 
I strike ~·e ! lien, g·et tl1e gu11 rendj· ! Let 
it be fired as I l1aYe instr1.1ctccl !" 

I-le str0<1e across tl1e deck to,,·ards tl10 
g11n!I and tl1e n1en, seeing his bearing, fle,v 
to obe,... l1is comn1and. For iz1 st1cl1 a mood .. 
as this tl1e Ha,vl~ ,,·as <'apable of striking a 
man dead if he bt1t h;nted. at disobedie11ce. 

'' Remember ,vl1at I have saicl, Harl,e !'' 
ca1ne Nelso11 Lee's t1rgent ,·oice. '' l\Inn 
alive~ for )·our o,1r11 sake do not fire that 
gun! I am attempting no trick--'' 

Lee b1"oke off, realisi11g tl1e ft1tility of l1is 
afJpcal. Agait1 11~ ,Yas 1ni11ded to t1sc J1ia 
a11to1nntic. Btit ,vl1at \Yas the use? If l1e 
killed the Black Ha,vk, the other pirates 
\\"Ot1ld be so inft1riated t.hn.t the:}' then1selv~s 
,votild fire tl1e g11r1. And L~c cotild not kill 
tl1em a1l. 

As soo11 as tl1e boat had reached the Jake 
side Lee 1ea1)t nsl1ore. and l1e no,v sa,v that 
l1alf a cloz~11 n1en. strit)pecl to tl1e \\·aist, ""ere 
btts,y· abotrt tl1e gt1n. 'fhe 1nt1zz]e of it ,vas 
s,vi11gi11g ro1111d, at1d t lie \Yeapo11 ,,·ns bei11g 
dirC'cted at t)1e to,v11sl1ip. The- BJack lia,,?k 
,,,.as sho11ti11g ,~iolent1:r' nnd it \YOtllcl only be 
a rnatter of mintttes no,v before the dread 
tl1i11g l1appened. 

'' \·\7l1at, C'an \\"e clo, :\laster Lee?'' asl,ed 
Totn 8 \Vn}·ne. · 

''Notl1i11g! 1

' replied T.ee gr;ml~T. 
foois inter:d to fire tl1e g11n, and 
a lone l\nO\\"S ,\·l1at tl1c conseq11e11ces 
,,7P c·an do nothi11g l,ttt ,vnit." 

1
' Tl1~se 

Hea,·en 
,,. ill be. 

"'\ro11lcl it not be as ,,·ell to lYarn tl1e 
pC'ople? ,, 

'' Yes. of COll rse ~ ,, sa i,1 Lee qt1ickl~r. ,, '"~11nt 
n fool I arn ! 111 c-011sidering the possibilities 
I hav·e neglected t!le C("rtaint)y. The shl'll \\'ii 1 
inevitably· explode near the to,vn, if not 
actt1all~T in tl1e to,,-n. Have all the people 
removed.'' 

lie l1imself ran at full tilt into tl1e to, .. l"n• 
ship. A11d he ancl Tom S,vaJ·11e, ,Yit~ others 
they l1ad collected 011 tl1e ,,·nJ·, shot1ted tl1e 
,varning. People ran 011t of the little l1ot1ses, 
and nlthottgh there '\"ns no panic, tl1erc ,,·as 
~- great deal of frigl1t. \\romen and cl1ildren 
were sent far a ,vaj', beJ·ond the oti tskirts of 
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the town. And soon there was a• general . a strange natural gas oozing out •from amonn-st 
exodus. Men, ,vome11 and children were the rocks. They hacl harnessed this gas a~d 
streaming out by e,;ery available road and later generations had constructed crude: but 
path. effecti,,.e, burners. These had been developed, 

The Black Hawk was not slo,v to see what and improved; and t,o-day they stretched all 
was. happening-n11d this further evidence of rot1nd the ca,rern-hundreds of them, each one 
Nelson Lee's activity filled him with fresh flaring ,vith its own particular gas jet. In 
1·age. this ,vay the deficiency of s11nliglit was made 

'' What hinders?'' he rapped · ot1t, as he ttp, a11d the heat from the jets-which were 
\\Tent "mongst the perspiring men. '' Dolts I about t,,~o h1111dred feet above the level of 
Cattle! Why do ye not fi1·e the gt1n ? The the floor-allo,,Ted the air within the cavern 
people are escaping, a11d not one will dio to be alwa)1S pure, for the circulation was 
"'Jnless ye are quick!'' impro,·ed. Those burners, and those gas jets1 

'' Stand back, Sir Chief!'' said one of the represented the work of 1nany generations. 
men. ",-x7e are ready.'' And bl h ft fl. k 1 "" no,v, at a ow, t e ares 1c erec1, 

'' 'Tis· well for ye!'' snarled the other. they died down, and burst out. again ,vith 
He took good care to not only sta11d back, double their normal fury. And the roar of 

bt1t to get 011 the far side. of the deck. For, the flames cot1ld be heard distinctly. Then, 
apart, he was mortally afraid of this great as though the gas had been cut off at the 
weapon of ste~l. There w_ere others like it main, ev·ery jet flickered, died a\vay, and 
on this ship, but this particular gun ,vas the ,v·ent otit. 
only one the men had experi1nented with. The g1·eat ca,:-er11 \\:-as plunged into se1ni-

Boom-ooooom-ooooom-0001\'I ! darkness. 
Terrific lurid flames leapt from the g1111's '' By James!" muttered Lee, blinki11g. 

muzzle, accompanied b~a great belch of Ile, at least, kne,v ,vhat had happened. 
black smoke. l\.ie11 abo11t the gun fell in all Everybody else ,vas bewildered-including the 
d;rcctions, screaming ,vith fear. The Porto Black Ha,vk. It \\~as comparatively early 
1.1arlo al1nost rocked, a11d the. men on .. the morning, a11d the sun '\\·as not yet sl1ini11g 
lake side fell to the grott11d-11ot becat1so ft1lly throt1gh the great hole in the roof. So 
the~y ,,·ere ht1l't, but becnt1se some instinct the blotting ot1t of the gas jets left tl1e ,vl1ole 
,,;ar11ecl t!1c1n to lie flat. And all about them place in this semi-gloom. 
the terrific roar of the report echoed and re- Nel~o11 Lee's n1ain emotion ,vas one of 
echoed i11 the most be,vildering a11d terrify.. thankftuness. Tl1e greater disaster had not 
ing fashio11. It rolled ro11nd tl1e cavern happened. Bttt he knew that it mttst have 
sides, it \\ .. ent ttp,vards, ,vns beaten back beer1 precariotlsly 11ear. Even no,v the ,-ery 
ag~in, and the sound ,vas like the deafen- fou11datior1s of -tl1e cavern might have been 
i11g peals of conti11t1ous tht1nder. rocked, so that ft1rtl1er collapses wot1ld occt1r 

And, accon1panying it, ca1ne the ,vhini11g -either s0011, or at some distant date. 
screech of the snell; b11t only for a b1·ief . The great oollapse of rock, di1e ·to the 
second. Then-- explodi11g shell, had dotibtless str11ck right 

Craaaaasl1--boooom ! at the heart of tho gas supply. That gas 
The gt1n had been ba<lly ai1ncd. The 11nqt1estionably came up from the bo,vels of 

sl1ell, instead of .5triking i11to the hea1·t of the eartl1, and it fo11nd its ent1·y by means of 
the to,vnsl1ip, hit the rock \\"all of the cavern a great fissttre in the rocks. A11d the main 
a hu11dred feet from the grottnd. That second fissure must have been ei"ther blocked, or 
explosion, followed by the crashing of the fractt1red. A11d so every gas jet had been 
rock, "i-as even n1ore ten•ifying than the extingtiished. 
first. .-\.11d tl1e possibilities-r1ow-were more sig• 

The grot1nd ,vas sl1aking under Nelson nificant tha11 ever. 
Lee's feet as from an ea1·thquake. He stood 011 the deck of the Porto l\tla1'lo the Black 
there, his face pale a11d drawn; at any Ha,vk was standing like a man transfixed. 
moment he expected the ·vast rock ,valls to Fron1 every side came hoarse cries of terror. 
come crumbling do,vn, burying every living His o,vn men, as l\~ell as the p·eople on the 
soul beneath the millio11s of tons of rock. land, ,vere stricken with fear by "·hat had 

Bttt this disaster did not happen. ~1appened. Simeon Harke hin1self ~·as look• 
'l'he concttssion ,vas not s11fficient. A great ing grey• 

,vav·e of air strttck Lee, and 11early rolled him '' I~o11es ai1d blood!'' he 1nt1ttered hoarselv. 
over. He stood agai11st it, and even as lie "I tl1ongl1t tl1e ca,,,e1·n \\"US coming do\\·11 on 
stured round, he sa,v masses of rock falling my l1ead-eve11 as the stranger foretold!'' 
from tl1e caven1 sides. Thousands of to11s ''Fool-fool!" panted Jonathan Betts, be­
fell in 011e pla.ce, in a great, dev·astating side himself ,vith fear and fury. '' Why did 
avalanche. Tl1e dust arose in de11se clot1ds. :ye 11ot heed 1\faster Lee? He \Vamed you!'' 
Far a,vay, in other parts of the ca,1'ern, the '' Aye, ye are a fool, Simeon Harke!',. 
,,·alls ,vere disturbed, and mi11or collapses took shouted Simon Lane. 
place. The Ha,vk's other liet1te11ants were round 

But the most dramatic of all the I1appenings l1in1, c11rsing him, and for once he did not 
was the sttdden Bickering of th~ great flares tt1rn t1pon them. He stood like a sttwned 
which formed an almost complete ring round man. 
the great cavern. lfn11y, many· years ago, the It ,vns he, by his ,vilftilness, who had 
earlier settlers had discovered that there was brot12l1t about this disaster-for the first time 



in his lif~, l1e acln1itted by his \""er~' silence, 
t!ia t l1e had blunclered. 

'' 

CHAPTER 3. 
A Great Ravine. 

fl.:\ T \,~as that ? ~ - asl~ed Ni1lper., ,,·i t.l1 . 
a Jllrnp. 

·' I~n 1·tl1qunl~e !'' gnlpetl IIar1d­
forth. 11earl~,. choking. 

,vei'e sit l iug at a rneal, in can1p, and 
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remarl"ed, '' a11 tl1ey hacl to do \\·as to cool 
their l1ee1.s.'' 

Boon1. 
It \\'JS not so rn11cl1 a sot1nd as a fee1ing 

in the air, Ilan(lfo·rtl1, \\·ith his montl1 full, 
staggered tn l1is feet. He felt, sure that lie 
l1acl detectecl the ground rocl~ing bPneatl1 him . 
And tl1e tl1ot1gl1t of n11 eartllqrtake l1ad i11-

sta11 tlj,· leapt in to l1is r11i11d. 
EYer~Ttl1ing ,,~as ver,;· peacefttl l1ere:- in this 
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Inch by inch Dorrimore crept round the narrow ledge ; before him the falling body of water 
roared and thundered into unknown depths. One false step, and the explorer would be sent 

hurtling to doom ? 

lb e m or11i n g 5-u n~11ine \\. a.s sf rea 111 i ng- 1~ indl v· 
d~J \ \" 11 f 1' 0 Ill the b 1 l1 e s k \~. Lord Dorri lll Ore 

"' 
a r1cl lT 1111 o~i n 1Hl Ki r1r)er n nd Ila11df ortl1 an(l 
An1a11cla l1nd all restecl-aftcr theii- excitin".l' 

~ 

acl\·ent11re nznongst tl1e Beast :\1~11, during 
tl1e night-nud 110\Y they ,vere feeding. There 
had seen1ecl not.l1ir~g to \Yorry nllot1t.. Ne1son 
I.iee h:1<1 sig-nnl:eci that e,·erything \Vas nll 
rig l 1 t for t he·· ti I r1 e be i n g, a 11 d . n s Ilo r r i e h tt d 

can1p. T'l1e S1:y \\ ... a !1d0r(-r, Dorrie's firte 
rn o 11 or, la 11 e 1 s too d n ea r b ~ · . B u t. no \ \ · sh c~ , '"a~ 
sadly· da111aged O\\·i ng- to a c-ha 1·gc c,f the 
great 111on5t[•r..; \Yl1ich ro[~:-ned upon tl1is 
i-:land . .Ali aronn(l n ~liin. but efl\_•cti\~e, p~li• 
sad~ of steel girders l1ad bee11 erected. 'l~he 
p1·otecti,>n ,,-a~ 11ot 1~eedPrl 110,v. sir!re - the 
B~a~t ~ft:n \t·c-rc clispo3ed to be fric11dLv. 

'' ~!,hat \Y33 no ('J rrhc1u:1te, '' said Lord" Dor-
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1;1nore, his keen, clean-6ha,.-en face aflame 
,vith sudden excite111e11t. '' It was an explo­
sion! An' there ,,·as a secor1d one, too­
immediately f olJo,vin' the first.'' 

'' Oh, look!~' cried Ama11da, pointing. 
I-1 er finger indicated t.l1e direction of the 

great mile-wide ''crater '' which ,vas really 
the roof opening .uf._ the ca,·em. And they 
con Id r ll see a curiott.s, filmy vapot1r arising 
into the clear air. 

'' An explosion in the cavern!'' ejact1lated 
Nipper, his face changing. '' l\,ly goodness! 
A11d the g1.1v'nor's do,vn there!'' 

'' I'll bet it's some of Simeon Harke's rotten 
\,·ork ! " said Handforth f erociot1sly·. '' The 
c)irty dog! By George! Why aren't ,ve there 
-s_haring Mr. Lee's dangers? It's-it's rotten 
being stttck up here, like this!'' 

They forgot th·eir meal, and, ,vith one 
accord, they ran from the enclosure,, and 
}111rried across the strange country with its 
rnoss-like grass, and its fttngtts, to\va1·ds the 
''crater.'' Umlosi, the great Ktttana Chief, 
,,·as as concer11ed as anybody.· ~or he hacl a 
great love far ''Umtagnti,', as he called Lee. 

Dorrie's thoughts were busy. He was a 
shre\\·d man, and he remembered 91:he old 
Porto · l.\Iarlo> lying in the lake, far below. 
lie believed, that n1oment, that the battle­
sl1ip's magazine had exploded,. and he ,vas 
rather hopi11g that ·the· Black Ha,vk and all 
his 1netl had perished. Such an end would 
be fitting enough. They deserved it. 

Dorrie, in spite of .the strangeness of the 
situation, was as immaculate as ever. He 
had donned a clean suit of white. He was 
clean-shaven, bis chin fresh from the razor, 
arid his hair was scrupulously hrusf1ed. Nipper 
and Handforth, too, l\Tere looking very tidy 
to-day. 

'' It's not smoke, Dorrie!'' panted Nipper, 
us he ran. ~'It's dt1st I'' 

'' By th-e Lonl Harry! You,re right!''" 
agreed his. lordship. '' Tl1ere must have bee11 
a mighty b111t-up do\\"n there.'' 

The filmy vapottr arising from the 
''crater'' was no longer filmy. Clouds of 
dust ,vere arising, and that great opening 
looked more than ever like the real crater 
of a ,~olcano ! The same fear was in every 
heart, as the adventurers ran. They dreaded 
the fate that might have overtaken Nelson 
Lee. Amanda, for her part, was distressed 
by tl1e tl1ot1gt1t of "what n1ighi have happened 
to her people. For sl1e had many friends 
clo,vn tl1e1·e, in the cavern. That place ,vas 
j1er ,v hole life, for she ,vas one of the People 
of tho Mist. 

... ~t last they reacl1ed tl1e roc1{y grot1nd, a11d, 
rt11111ing over this, tl1ey approached the edge 
of the great chasm. The dt1st ,vas thinning 
11ov-·, and, merci£11lly·, there had been no 
f urt.her on1inol1s rt11nllli11gs or crashings. 
Approaching tl1e ab)'·ss, they \\·ent on all fo11rs, 
Dorrie carele~ of soiling his white clothes. 
Soon they ,vere st1'etcl1ed out, thei1· heads 
overhanging the brink. 

''Hallo!'' said Dorrie, at once. '' The 
flares are out l '' 

"r11ey COttl~ see !)Othing. They ,vere 
staring c)0\\''11 into a pit of utter blackness­
a ,·ast., n1ysterious void. It was ns thottgh a 
fog arose, conceali11g everything. 

''Perhaps its the dust!'' said Nipper. ''That· 
,vot1ld hide the flares, ,vouldn't it?~' 

''No,'' replied Lord Dorrimore, pointing. 
'' Look down there the sun is slantin' in just 
at that or1e spot-an' \\ .. e could even see the 
reflection of the lake water. l\iiost of the 
dttst has cleared away. I dare say ,ve shall 
be able to see better soon, after our eyes 
ha,re gro,v11 accustomed to the change. \Ve'd . 
better shade our eyes· with, our hands. Did 
an,ybody bri11g some glasses t'" . 

'' Yes, I did,,, said Nipper. who I1ad bin­
oculars in his hands. u1•m go~ to take a 
sqt1ir1t. You're right, Dcllrie! Tlie flares are 
out!'' 

'' So1ncthi11g must have happened when that 
explosion t.ook place,'' nodded Dorrie. '' Well, 
any,vn:y, the cavern is still here, an1 that's 
s0111ething ! A11d by Yw·hat I can see,. there 
hasn't bee11 a11y t.re1nendous catastrophe.'' 

'' I caz1 sec men moving about, ''exclaimed 
Nipper st1dde11ly. '' Yes, my eyes are used 
to the cl1ange 110,v. Look, Ama8da ! Perhaps 
JTOtt ca11 see! I think the town is unharmed, 
and that means that nobody has:--'' 

'' Look ! " yelled Handf orth excitedly. 
'' \Vhat's that t,vi11kling little point of light'? 
I believe it's l\Ir. Lee-signalling to us again 
in morse !'' 

'' By glory! Yot1're right l'' said Dorrie, 
prodt1cir1g a torch of his own. '' He doesn't 
kncnv ,,·e're here but he's havin' a shot.'' 

He quickly signalled. 
.A.lid at once the reply came. Nelson Lea 

had seen that tiny light-visible only through 
a telescope, for the daylight, above, hid it 
fron1 the naked eye. Lee had been expecting 
. that his frie11ds would· be anxious, and ho 
"~ ishecl to allay their fears. 

'' Ha,vk fired gu11-but ,von't do it again~ 
nobody killed l '' 

That was the message which Nelson Lee 
morsed, and it b.rot1ght trcmendot1s 1·elief to 
Lord Dorrimore and his companions. 

'' The infernal fool!'' eaid his lordship. 
''Do you 11nderstand, you kids? The Ha,vk 
actually fired one of the Porto Marlo's gi.1ns­
do,Yn iri the cavern! It's a wonder he did11't 
bust 11p tho ,vholo is]n11d !'' 

'' Bt1t-bttt "·l1y, sir?'' asked- Handforth, bc­
,vilclere(l. 

'' \\iT}1y ?'' retortec) Dorrie. '' You ignorant 
j"'Ottr1g ass! Do11't you J~now what happens 
,v l1en a g11n is fired ? Think of the terrific 
uisrllacement of air-an' think ,vhat it means 
,vhcn tl1at nir is displaced within a co11finecl 
rock cavern. It might have bee11 enotigh to 
bt1st the ,vhole cavern to bits!'' 

'' Oh, my only sainted aunt!', ejac11latecl 
Handforth, looki11g startled. '' I get you· no,v, 
sir 1 '' 

'' In fact, tl1erc's 011ly one reason why tl1e 
big catastrophe ,vas a_verted,'' we11t on Dorrie. 
'' 'I.his is it-this mile-wide hole in the roof •. 
It acted as a sort of safety valve._ E·verythin' 
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seems to be all rig11t, except that tl1e gas 
meter l1as gone on stril{e. ,, 

Dorrie did not realise-then-jt1st ,vl1at that 
mea11t. It did 11ot occttr to hi1n tl1at y.·hen 

_ 11igl1t came tl1e caver11 \\"Ot1ld be plungC'd into 
i11ks·, bty·gian <larlinCl_Ss. A11d that ,vas a con­
di tiori ,,. l1icl1 tl1c en ve1·11 had 11ot bee:1 ir.t for 
cot1r1tlcss ~·ears. For those flares had burned 
continuottt>ly, dee.a.de after ·decade. 'l'hose 
fleoplc of the l\list i1ad ne,·er k110,,·11 real 
darl{11ess. But 110\Y t.l1ey ,,·ere to l~now it 
,vith all its terrors-nnd tl1e udded tcr1·or of 
tl1e Black lla,rl--:, lurliing in that dnrkness, 
,,·ai ti11g to strilie. 

'' H Al~I.JO !'. said Dorrie, looking rot1nd. 
'' \-r isi tors !'' 

Ile :had l1eard a sound of qt1eer 
chatterir1g; and no,v, looking ttp, 

he beheld large r1~1mbers of tl1e Beast lien 
ga tl1ering rot1ncl tl1e ri1n of the ''crater." 

Tl1ey were qt1eer look:ing· creatures, thes~. 
Prehistoric ma11 ! They \\·ere ""ell b11ilt, of 
good pl1y~ique, arid they ,vere \-'"ery hairy. 
At one time the ndve11tt1rcrs had believed 
ti1n t tl1e Bea~t J\Ien \Yere hairy all over-arid 
it ,vns for tl1nt reason they hnd beer1 dt1bbed 
'' Beast ~Ien. '' It ,,·as really an ttndeserved 
i11st1lt. For the primitive l1t1111ans ,,·ore clotl1-
i11g of dried creeper, ,vl1icl1 ,,,as 11ot unlike 
hair-althot1g·h it ,vas only possible to make 
this mistake in the moo11light., or starlight .. 
Dttri11g t.he open (lnJ·, it ,Yas obv·iot1s enot1gh 
that the natives ,Yere clot.hed. 

Bt1t witl1 their bearded faces, their tangled 
l1air, tl1ey look:cd startling enougl1. Seen for 
the first tin1e, and in great nt1mllers, they 
,vere terrifJ'"in~. But experience had told the 
ad,,.enttirers that these people ,vere by no 
1nca11s ,varlike. 

'l1hey only attncl{, in the first placP, be­
ca11se tl1ey 11.cld tl1is cavern cavity in a \.Ve, a.s 
a sacrccl place. 13ut the,, ,vere not 11nfriendlv 
no,,·. Dorrie and tl1e dthers had save<l t\,·~) 
of tl1e Beast l\len ,,·hen tl1ey ,,·ere d,yi11g-had 
s ttended their ,,·ot111ds, nnd had sent tl1cm 
·bnck to their people. 

It ,vas tl1is gestt1re ,,·l1ich hnd brot1gl1t the 
\\·arfare 011 tl1e island to1J to an abrupt end. 

No doubt the Beast ~fe11 had been attracted 
no,Y by tl1e rl1mblings, and by the strange 
rl11st ,vhich had arisen fron1 the great ca,·itv. 
'l'hey ,,,.ere £1111 of cttriosity-they \\"ere like 
inqltisiti v·c children. 

Bt1t it ,vas in1possible to acqltaint then1 
,vil!1 the tr~1th, for there ,vas no method by 
,vl11ch Dorrie cot1ld talk to them. They did 
not kr10,v Er1glisl1, and he ,,ras completely 
baffled by their qi1eer, chattering la11gt1age. 

A great many of tl1e Beast ?vlen l\~e1·e danc­
ing nbot1t, and pointing continuo11sly in one 
direction. Tl1ev lfere gest.ict1lating, too 
grinning, and tI1eir f1·iendlincss ,1t·as almost 
painf11l. 

'' Tl1ey "·ant tts to go!'' said Dorrie 
dt1biot1sly. '' Dash it I I tho11ght \\'e had 
escaped them for a bit.!'' 

He \\"as ren1embe1·in c,, the preyious night. 
The Beast l\Ien hnd t~en tl1em to a native 
village, and there had ben a regular orgy of 

11 

dancing and re,"elr~y. None of the adven• 
tt1rers ,vere likely to forget it. ]for it had 
been a ,veird. eerie sce11e. 

It ,vas no longer possible for them to remain 
nt tl1e crater top. For the primitive men 
,ve1·e nctt1nlly grippir1g them, ancl hauling 
t.l1em a\\"ay. A11d ,vl1cn they indicated . b~­
signs, that tl1cy ,visl1cd to return to their 
o,vn camp, tl1e Beast llen ,·igoro11sly sl1ook 
thei1· heads, and macie r1oisy cries. 

~' \\
1
~. shnll ha\Te to go ,vith 'em, Dorrie,'' 

said N1ppcr, exnspcrutcd. '' There's nothing 
c1se for it.'' 

'' l\Ianzie is right, 0 N'I(ose, '' said Umlosi. 
'' For 't.is folly to resist t-l1e friendly overtures 
of st,cl1 people· as tl1is. They are like to 
1,1ake a mistali:e, nnd thinl~ ,,·e are scornful 
of their hospitality. And that is a qt1ick road 
to enmity." 

'' I k110,v it, old friend,'' agreed Dorrie. 
~' Ha vez1't I had enot1gl1 cxpcrie11ce of savages 
1n ull parts of the ,,·orlcl ? Unless vou treat 
th~m right, the~;'re liable to tt1rn on you.'' 

So. passively, the little pnrty nllo,ved itself 
to be lee{ along. And prcse11tl~~ n1ore of the 
Beast llen appeared, and not a -fe,,, of the 
\Yomen of the tribe, too. In ft1ll dayligl1t it 
cot1ld be seen that tl1e ,vomcn wcro mt1cl1 
easier to look 11pon tl1ar1 the mc11. They 
l1ad fair sliin, and tl1eir faces were by no 
menns coarse or savage. A1ost of them 
took great care of tl1eir long tresses, and 
tl1e~e tlo,,·ed in the breeze quite becomingly. 
And in tl1cir strange creeper dre~ses they 
looked a 1most ntt.rncti \·e. There were a good 
mnny c}1ildren in sigl1t, once the rocky 
cour1try ,,~as left beliind. The s1naller one.a 
,vcrc con1plet.ely t1nclotl1ed, and it came to 
the ndvent11rcr~, ,vith something of a shock, 
tl~at.. tl1~se kiddies "·ere extraordinarily like 
k1dd1cs 1n anjY other part of the ,vorld. In­
decJ, it ,vas a ein and a shan10 to call the!e 
people '' Beast l\len. '' The older childre11 
,vo1·e grassy clothing-altl1ottgh abbreviated-
like their elders. · 

'' I st1ppose it's another giddy dance!'' said 
IIandfortl1. "I hope to goodness they don't 
feed tts again! I don't know what the 
die;kens. we ate last night, _but it tasted like 
bo1lecl ft~ngt1s to me_, wi~h some sort of rummy 
meat m1xecl ttp with 1t. I ,vonder if they 
catch tl1ose Pt.eradactyls, and chop them up 
and put tl1em in the ste,v pot.?" . ' 

Bttt it was evident that there was to be 
n~ menl this ti~e. In fact, the primit-ivcs 
did not take their guests to the village at 
al_l, bt!t led them between t\vo sharply rising 
hills into a narr_o,v valley. And, having 
passed thro11gh this, the adventurers met vrith 
a stunning surprise. 

On both sides of t-hem rose dense •• forests '' 
of the st.range fungt1s ,vhich grew in suc11 
profusion on the island top. So enormotta 
,,.,.ere these ft1ngoid gro,vths, that, coining in 
the night, they looked like real trees. '!,hey 
\\'ere of tremendous height, and of grotesque 
shape. But the explorers had become so 
accustomed. to the sight of the fungus that 
they no longer paid ~ny attention. 
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.Dorrie, ho,vel;-er, cat1ght hIB breath in a~ 
he saw sonietl1i11g else. They were just 
emerging from the valley, arid ahead of them, 
ir1stead of a further stretch of the same kind 
of co11ntryside, the~e was-nothing.. ~ 

Dorrie blinl,ed. According to his calcula­
tions, they were nowhere near~ the precipice 
e<Jge of the island. Yet, here, straight 1n 
f l'ont of him, there ,, .. as a vast gap. He· 
strode on,vards, ,vatcl1ed \\"Onderingly, ar1d 
soon tho mystery ,vas explained. 

Ile and his companions stood at the very 
top of a great ravine-an er1ormot1s gash in 
the island, \Vhich ct1t do,vn for over a thot1• 
sand f ect. Dorrie \\-"'as irresistibly rem1nde,I 
of the Grand Canl?On of C'\1lorado. For, 
ttntil one came st1ddenly t1pon the canyon, its 
existence could not e,;en be g11essed at. 

It ,,·as the same ,,.,ith this ravine. They 
saw it sudder1ly-a great., green-sided gasl1 
in the island, ct1tting straight do,vn into its 
,,ery heart-indeed, right do,,,.n to its base. 

''Great Scott!'' eJaculo.ted 1CJ'ippcr, in awe. 
'' Bt1t-bt1t it's impossible!'' gasped 1-Iand­

forth. 
They cot1ld only stand and stare &fter that. 

The sunshine was sla11ting do\\rn on tho 
opposite terraces of the ravine. Yes, terrace~. 
There \\"ere endless ro,,·s of tl1em~ criss-cross­
ing the steep hillside, and obviot1sly th~ 
handiworlc of man. 

Alore amazing still,. on the lo,vcr slopes, 
,vhich ,vere moro gentle in gradient, the 
grass was gloriot1sly green, and animals, look­
ing like dots, far belo,v, ,vere grazi11g. They 
,vere not monster animals, bt1t appeared to 
!;le goats, or some st1ch creattires. And there 
,vcre herds of them. And not far distant 
tl1ere ,vere trees 

ll-eal tree.s I Not ft1ngoid gro,vths, like that 
,vhich grew on the island top, but clumps <Jf 
honest-to-goodness trees and bushes, with 
thei1· lca·,,.es gently wn,·ing in tl1e slight 
breeze. 

And on c]oscr examination, the watchers 
sa \V tl1at the terrace.a ,,,.ere ct1ltivated; vege­
tables · of some kind were growing in even 
rows, and working on the terraces ,vere qt11te 
a few of the ,vomenfolk. 

'' Well, this knocks me ot1t !'' ejaculat~d 
J)orrie. '' And ,v~ call these people Bea:;t 
:\Ie11 ! So this is ho,v they live I This is tl1e.i r 
Teal part of the- island, when they're not 
i11dulgi11' in any ,varlike activities, or frenziecl 
orgies,• Upon 1nr ,vord ! Lee ,vill be gJacl 
to know of tl1is !' 

'' \Vhy ?'' asked Nipper. 
'' Becnttse he had an t1ncanny I1t1nch, fro1n 

the very first-, that the Beast ~Ien were really 
al: right," replied Dorrie. '' Remember tl1at 
time we l1ad a regular battle? . \Vell, Lee 
didn't like firin' or1 tl1e beggars ther1, and, 
yol1 see, he •.vas rigl1t. 1 ' 

'' \Vau ! These people are gentle people, 
N.Kose,:' said Um]osi. '' For have ,ve not 
seen that in normal days the)· live peacefully 
or1 the land, follo,ving their simple purst1its. 
And are not their womenfoll{, and children 
of con1eiy appearance? Yonder, on the 

ft1rtl1cr brin1 of tl1e ravine, nestles the great 
ce11tral village.'' . 

U11til now tl1e others had had no eyes fo1-
the cot111t1•1; beyond the ravine. But ,vher1 
they looked following the directio11 of 
Umlosi's out-thrust arm, they sa-w a co11sider .. 
able h11t-township very m11c-h bigger than tho 
settleme11t they had already visited. 

'l'he effect of this revelation upon the ad-­
ventt1rers ,1ta~. in a way, profound. They 
no longer felt that they ,vere in a land of 
grotesque n1ystery, where monstrous creatures 
roamed, and where beast-iike h11mans lurked. 
This island, althougb ,et amid the mist a11d 
,yeed of the Sargasso, was, after all, a part 
of the real l\?orld. 

And it ,vns for tl\e adventurers to put i' 
011 the map. 

CHAPTER 4. 

Through tl1e Waterfall. 

''LOOK at those huts!'' said Nipper s11d­
denly. '' They're not a bit like the 
huts of the other village. I believe 
they're made of stone.'' · 

'' By gad, you're right!'' said Lord Dorri­
more. .., Thie; lost tribe is a genuine 1·elic of 
the Stone Age! And after what we've seen 
t.o-da:y ,vc're not going to call them I Beast 
l\Ien anv more.''· 

-.; 

' ' It's a bit. ins11lting, sir,'' ad1nitted Ha11d• 
forth, "'·ith a grin. '' Bttt what else can ,Ye 
call them?,, 

''Islanders,,, replied Dorrie promptly. 
''That's sl1ort an' snappy. A11d we can calf 
Amanda's people the Settlers. By glory I 
Look at this great ravini? look ho,v it ct1t.s 
right down to the very base of the island. 
Yet it's no more than a basin, with these 
steep, terraces sides on every hand.'' 

'' In a ,,·ay. it's jt1st like the big ca·vern," 
said Nipper thoughtfully. '' Only this one 
is inverted, ,vith the ,vide part at the top.'' 

Th·e Beast l\ilen-or Islanders, as Dorrie pre­
f erred to ca11 them-we1·e making eloque11t 
signs. They ,vanted their new friends to 
accompany them round the edge of tl1e great 
gul)y to the township of stone huts. 'fhis, 
clea1·ly, ,vas their real home .. The other vil­
lages, dotted here and there, were jttst isolated 
camping places, placed handy, perhaps, for 
}1 t1 n ting pt1rposes. 

The 1narch reco1nmenced, but it ,,·ns o,yer 
nll too soon, for Dorrie and his companions 
\\·ere fascinated by t.he vista which, stretcl1ed 
ot1t be]o\v t-l1em They were eager to get into 
close contact ,vith the real grass n11d the real 
trees.'' 

'' \Ve']l go down there, after the forn1a]ities 
are over,;' declared Dorrie. ''We must sl1ak0 
hands with tl1oee trees ! 1' ., 

- They ,vere soon in the_ s~ne to,vn. It wns 
bigger than they had bel1eved, and crowds 
of t.l1e Islanders ,vere waitir1g to receive them 
-"·ith every demonstration of frienclliness. 

The '' to,vn ,, had not been laid out with 
any symmetry; there were no st1·eets. The 
stone l1t1ts, of various sizes, were dotted af; 
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random here and there, and there \\'ere. a 
great many of them. They "'ere bt11lt, 
mostly, out of tl1e bro,vn rock \\·luch \\,.as 
to be fo11nd in Sttch abt1ncla11ce on tl1e island. 
The roofs, for the most part, \\'ere of earth, 
and were spro11ting ,vitl1 minin_t11re f11ngoid 
gro,vths. None of tl1e h11ts. had any doors, 
but lo,v, irregular sha1Jed--door,,·a:rs, and to­
,vards the centre of ... Sto11eto,,~11-as Dorrie l1ad 
alread,,. dt1bbed the place tl1ere ,vas a \\·ide, 
open space, of irregt1lnr sl1ape. Here there 
,vas tl1e largest h11t of all, a11d in front of it 
stood a massive le.lander. Ile \\"as slightly 
taller than his !e1Io,vs, and he carried a great 
\\·enpon, not t1nlike an axe, fashioned from 
stone. Across l1is shot1lders l1ttng a ct1rious 
chai11, the links of ,,, l1i~l1 had been la boriot1sl}· 
and ingei1io11sly car,·ed from the solid rock. 
Dorrie \Yondered ho,v the li11l{s haci been 
joined togetl1er, for there ,vas no evidence of 
• • • Joining. 

On tl1is man's l1e.ad, too, there ,vas n qt1aint, 
conical l1ead-clress of creeper. He had a c·er• 
tain dignity nbot1t him, a11d }1~ ,vas ,,·a,~ing 
l1is arms up and do,,·n as a11 eviclence of 
friendship. Flanking him, 011 either side, 
"\\·ere t,vo ot.her men, lvearing tl1e stone c·l1air1s, 
b11t thev had no hl'ad-dresses. ... 

' ' This cl1np seems to be tl1e king of the 
tribe," mt1rn1111~ed Nipper. 

'' He reminds me of I-Ioratit1s holding tl1e 
bri<lge, '' said Lord Dorrimore . cheerft1ll~". 
"' A11d tl1ose cl1appies on either side of l1it11 
m11st be Spttritts Larti11s and Hermit1ius. '' 

'' He ,\·ants llS to con1e nearer," sai(l lland-
fort.h. -

lloratitts ,,·as mak:ing all n1anner of sign! 
v.Thich the gttests did 11ot 1111der8tar1d. Bttt, 
on tl1e ,vhole. tl1e cercn1onies passed off ,·ery 
well. 'The acl, .. e11tt1rers \\·ere more and inore 
i1npressed. They ,vere left ,,·ith no dot1bt i11 

their mi11ds regarding the amicable feeli11gs 
o! their l1osts. It beca111e clear, too, after n 
,vl1ile, that Horatius-and that nan1e stttcl{ 
to l1im for good-,vas thanking Dorrie & (~o. 
for t.he manner in ,vhich the t\vo i11jt1red 
Islanders had been tre.ated. 

No do11bt tl1is pri1niti,,,e people \'\"as a,vecl 
by the extrnordinnry rapidity of the irljt1red 
men's recovery. For tl1ey kne,v notl1ing of 
antiseptics nnd healing ointments. The 
ma11ner ir1 \\·l1ich the patients ,vol1nds l1ad 
J1ealed ,vas , .. ery al{in to mngic. 

''It. is ,vondrot1s, indeed, to find tl1ese people 
so gentle,'' mt1rmt1red A111nnda, ns she held 
on to Ha11dforth's arm. '' \\t e of tl1e ca.verr1 
had al\vays belie,,.ed tl1em to be bestial arid 
terrible. t, 

'' DL1t l1ow cot1ld you know anJ·tl1i11g nbottt 
them-do\\'n there?'' asked Handfortl11 in 
Ylonder. 

'' It so happened, at infreq11ent times, that 
one of these rough men fell from the great 
hole in the cavern roof,'' replied the girl, \,·ith 
a. little shudder. · '' St1ch a great fall al,\·a~·s 
cnttsed death-and thus we ,,~ere ne,·er able to 
rightly judge.'' 

''I thi11l, I tt11derstand, ''said Handforth. 
,vith a nod. '' No,"· a11d again tl1ese Islanders 
go off tl1e deep endJ don't they? They have 

fanatical dances round tl1e rim of tl1c 'crat.er' 
Ar1d in their ,,·ild excitement, one or tv.-o of 
them, no dot1Lt, topple o,fer.'' 

The fact that the Islar1ders co11ld not 11nder­
stand their visitors langttage, and the added 
fact that Dorrie & Co. cottld not understand 
a single ,,·ord of t.he Islanders' chattering 
lingo, 111ade communication diffict1lt. Yet., 
Dorrie, by signs, n1ade Horatit1s 1111derst.and 
tl1at he desired to be escorted do,,·n into the 
great ra,,.i11e. And as soon as Ho1:ntit1s under• 
stood, he t11r11ed to Sp11ri11s Lartit1s and 
Hern1ir1i tts nnd talked to tl1en1 rnpidl,y, assist­
ing his speech by manJ· gestict1Iatio11s. 

And Sptlrius LartittS nnd Hern1init1s, in 
tu1'n, raced abot1t, gathefing men togetl1er. 
Soon there ,vas qt1ite n con1n:iotior1. A large 
body of the Isla11ders formed tliernsel,·es ir1to 
a col 11mn, and Lord Dorrin101'e and his co1n· 
panio11s ,verc irrvited to take _tl1eir places i11 

tl1e col11mn. . 
'' This is good!'' grinned his lordship. 

'' Ti1eJY're doi11' the tl1ir1g in sty le. No,\,. for 
th~ grass-and the trees! If ,ve're lttcky, ,ve 
m1gl1t be able to bag son1e fresl1 ,-egetables 
for t.l1e ste,vpot. (~ad! Tl1at ,\·ot1ld be a 
,,·elcon1e eha11ge of diet, el1? ·• 

,,.. er~; soon tl1ev ,vere descendi11g tl1e steep 
• • rav!11e. Tl1e terraces ,,·ere so made tl1at there 

\\·ere hard~ ,vell-\vorn patl1,ra)'S, zigzaggir1g 
do\vn · the preci1)itous slope. "'\11cl the co111 .. 
pa11~; desce11ded i11 single file, ,vith tl1e guests 
i,1 the ce11trnl positio11. 

So ir1terestecl \\·ere the,· in a11 the,,. sa,v ,, ~ 

tl1at, for the tin1e being~ they· complete],· fer .. 
got Nelson Lee a11cl the trials a11cl tribt1lations 
of the caver11 people. Tl1ey forgot the sinister 
B!tlck l-Ia\vl, and l1is desperadoes. Ev·er:rtl1ir1g 
about them ,vaa fasei!1ati11g. 

The nn tttre of t11e , .. egetation cl1nngecl 
gradttallj· as tl1e~/ desceri(led. At the ttpper 
JJart of tl1e ravir1e, tl1~ '' gr,lss " \Yas spongy 
and n10SS)", as or1 tl1e islancl top itself. Tl1ei"e 
,vere ar1y u111ot1nt of tl1e strar1ge ft11lgoid 
b11sl!es a11d F;pra,vling trees. But as they 
descended ti1e terr~c-es the~; founcl, i11 places, 
pa tche~ of horn el)· lool~i11g ,,·eeds a11d grass. 
And the terraces then1sl ves ,vere rot1gl1ly 
pla11ted ,vith ,·egetatio11 of a · familiar 
cl1aracter. 

TI1e lo\\·er Blopes \vere more gentle, a11d tl1e 
,rerv bottom- of the ravi11e resolved itself into 

"' r, great sl1allo,\~ cttp, ,vhere grasses gre,v k11ee• 
high, a11{l Y,here cltt m1)s of t.rees raisecl t.l1cir 
leaf j. branrl1es aloft. 

I_t \Vns an ir11pressi\'·e scene ,vl1en the partJ 
had reached the bottom. On every i1a11d 
arose tl1e mighty hills, v.ith tl1e zig-zagging 
patl1,va~'S and terraces showi11g i11 the sun­
shine. And dO\\'O here there ,,·as scarcely a 
breatl1 of ,,·ind-and tl1e l1eat ,,.,as quite 
tropical. Dotted here and tl1ere, amongst 
tl1e trees.. \\"ere graceft1l palms, and i11 many 
places there ""ere natt1ral springs, and tiny 
rivttlets gt1shed do\\·n, singin.g 1nt1sicall~·­
\\rith, here and tl1ere, little cascadi11g ,,·ater-
falls. 

Lord Dorrimore ,vas looking l,een. Nipper 
felt st1re that his lo1·clsl1ip had J1ad a defir1it.e 
pt1rpose in comir1g do,vn td the bottom of the 



CASTAWAY CHUMS. ·A tale of the South Seas that's '' ditrerent.'' 
gully. Arid no,v t-hat purpose became evident. 
~"'or Dorrie ,vas taking no notice .of the scenic 
beat1ties, bt1t \Vas concentrating his attention· 
1Ipon a black gash, a fo1·bidding gap, which 
. sho,,·ed i11 one qttarter of t.he hollo,v. It was 
more ,,·ild - at that e11d, ,vith bro,vn rocks 
sho\\·ir1g amidst the gree11. 

'' I spotted that frorn tl1e top," snid ·no1·i·ie, 
as lie noticed that Umlosi and Nipper l\·ere 
,vatching hi1n closely. '' It looks to 1ne like 
a big cave, or tl1e ent1·ance to a nat11ral 
tt1n11el. l\ligl1t be ,voi-tl1 ,vhile exploring it.'' 

'' \\7}1v ·1'' aslted Nipper ct1tiot1sly. 
'' Nothin', only I l1a,·e a ht1nch-- Bt1t I 

,vo11't say too mttch, '' said Dorr~e; "Per~aps 
I'n1 nll-- ,vrong.. But before com1n do,vn into 
tl1is gt1lll", I made a ca ref ttl 11ote of our ·bear­
i11gs, a11d I·. calc11lated distances, too. This 
t11n11el looks promising-t.hat's all.,, 

'' Thinlte.st thot1 .then, N'Kose, that thet·e 
111ig]1t be s0111e entry. into tl1e great ca\rer11 ?'' 
askecl lJn1losi shre,,·d)y. .. . 

''By Jove!'' said Nipper, 11~ eyes burning. 
'~ So that's ~~ot1r -ht1nch,;· Dorl'ic·?' , nt1t-:-bi1t 
it'6 i1r1possible !'' 

'' Tl1at's v.~hat I tl1i11kJ '' nodded .his lord• 
s11ip. ., · .. _. , 

'' If U1ere ,,·as a11y ,, .. ay i11to the bjg• ca,·ern, 
i 11cse I.~Ia11ders ,vot1ld · ha,'e discovered it 
cJor1lie~,'s years ago,'' ,vent on Nipper. ·'.' And 
the Settlers ,,·ot1ld have disco,,.ered it, too.'' 

'' l~xact l_y,'' agreed Dorrie. "rrhat's ,vhy I 
<lon't thi11k there's a . chance in a tl1ot1sand 

Hp,Yever, it ,Yon't do a11,y· 11ar1n to have 
:l look.'' .,. 

Ile n1adc l1is ,vishes kno,,"n to Spt1rit1~ 
J.,artit1.s, ,vho np1,cared to be in charge of 
the party. Do1Tie poi11ted to the black ope!1-
i11g, a11d tl1ere ,vas an inquiring look on 
}1is face. Sp11rit1s IJartit1s opened - his eyes 
\Vider, a11d insta11tl) an expression of con­
sternatio11, aln1ost of fright, came into his 
J1airy face. lie sl1ook l1is head vigorottsly, 
.tnd' rnacle e11ergetic gestictilations. These 
signs ,,·ere 111ore cloqtter1t than "7ords. 
Cle·arl)T, thn t hlack gap i11 the l1illside ,vas 
to be avoided. 

l\fan}· of the other Islanders ,,l'cre looking 
~cal"ed, too, a11d they were all shaking their 
J1eads. Ne,,.ertl1eless, Dorrie insisted upon 
1no,·ir1g nearer and 11earer, and Nipper and 
Umlosi and tl1e others kept him company. 
'The Islanders became more and more reluc-
tant as they gre\\y nearer to the rock opening. 

'' They seem to be frightened, Dorrie,'' 
said Nipper. ''Do you think it's ,vise in 
going against their ,viBhes ?'' 

'' It's because they're frightened that I 
,,·a.nt to have a closer look,,, replied Dorrie. 
'' There must be some reason for their atti­
tude. And ,,·hat n1ay be terrifying to the_ir 
pri1niti,·e minds mny have a very simple ex• 
planation. '' 

'' Trt1e ,,yords, my father,'' said Umlosi, 
11odding. ''Mayhap there is a secret here 
,vhich thou and I can easi1y understand!J 

The party had no,v reached the frowning 
r,Jcks, and it cot1ld be seen that the black 
l1ole penetrated deeply. It ,,,.as much larger 
tha11 Nippe1· had at firs~ believed. The open• 

ing \\·as like the entrance to a great cave, 
being about fifteen feet in height, and t,venty 
feet in widtl1. And, inside, there was a dry, 
roolty floor, and intense blackness beyond . 

Spttrius Lartius was again shakina his 
head, a11d i11dicating that they had better 
lea,·e. Bt1t Lord Dorrimore was intensely 
ci1riot1s. He did not want to leave-yet. 

'' \Ve'll test the beggars,'' he said. 
And, drawing Nipper to his side, he point.ed 

to Nipper and hitnself, and then he pointed 
into the cn,~e. 

Spttrius Lartitts looked relie,·ed, for it 
became clear to him that Dorrie did not desire 
any of the Islanders to enter _t.he cave. :Yet~ 
at the same time, Spt11·it1s Lartit1s appeared 
dot1btful. . 

i' ,,1c]l, he- doesn't- shake his l1ead, and for­
bid tis to e11ter,'' said Dori:i~. '' 'fhat's some­
tl1i11'. Come, on, Nipper. \\i~ e'll d~dg~ in .. 
before they ca11 start rasin' any ob1cct1ons. 
You others rerr1ain ot1t here. We'll soo11 be 
back.'' 

Dorrie and Nipper "'·alked ·boldly forward, 
and althot1gh -tho Islanders chattered noisily 
amongst; t.hemselve.s, -no, attempt was made to 
forcibly prevcrit the entry. And soon Dorrie 
and Nipper had com1Jlcteiy vanished into the 
blacl{ness. 

''\Veil, tl1a t ,vas one ,vay of doin' it,''· 
ch11ckled l1is ll1rdship. '' ,ve took them by 
s11191Jrise-,\-e ,vere in before they could collect 
their thougl1ts. Jove! It's black in here I 
,Got :your torch?'' 

,,, Yott bet!'' said Nipper, flashing it on. 
'' I tl1ot1ght yot1 had-that's ,vhy I invited 

~ 7 0ll to come ,,,.ith me,'' sai<l his lordship. 
s,vitching 011 his own electric torch. '' Mind 
l"OU, I don't suppose for a moment that this 
investigation ,vill lead any,vhere. But in this 
life yot1 never kno,v. '' 

As they penetrated more deeply into t.I1e 
ca,re, they found that Lord Dorrimore's 
origir1al theo1·y v.·as pro,ring to be true. The 
opening v,as indeed ll1e entrance to a tunnel 
,vhich cut deeply ir1to the rock of the island. 
It \\"as a great natt1ral fisst1re. The light from 
tl1e electric torches seemed feeble after the 
bright. sunshi11e. But after they had pene­
trated to a distance of abot1t a ht1ndred 
yards, their eyes were more acct1stomed to 
the blackness, and they were able to see 
more distinctly. Glancing -back, Nipper cottld 
see the figttres 011tside, collected about tl1e 
entry. But when he turned everything was 
pitchy. Lord Dorrimore was still \\·alking on, 
and Nipper hastened to join him. Truth to 
tell, tl1ey '\\"ere both becoming rather excited. 

There ,,,as something mysterious and 
thrilling abottt this adventure .. 

''Listen!'' said Nipper st1ddenly. 
They had penetrated much more deeply, 

and a slight tum in the t11nnel ct1t them 
completely off from the entry. They were 
alone in the i11tense darkness-and ahead of 
t.hem still stretched the tunnel, as wide as ever. 
And ot1t of the m),.sterious depths came a low, 
throbbing sound, quivering and beating the 

• air. 
~· ThC4t's det1cedly rt1mmy, '' saicl Dorrie,. 
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In the dint light of th, ravcrn, Nipper and Handy sa\'i the swimmers. '' Grab an oar ! •• 
there ! '' Silently pl-nted ?lipper. ,. They'\'e got th2 guv"nor, and there's something wrotll 

the liitle toat sped across the bla~k water ? 

'' Thi11l, '\Y~ 0~1gl1t to go on, sir?'' 
''~l}' clc>ar ~yo11ng ass. clon't asl..: sucl1 J)ott:l 

qnestio11s~'' retortecl l)<>rrie. ''Yott kno'.~-" 
daened ,~.'P11 tl1at. ,,·e ought to go on. Don't 
~·01t kuo,v ll1at 1~1n ioc1n-isitive ·l>,y 11ature :·"' 

'' I rn0:1n, t l1e I.~1~11(lers 111igl1t Le gelt iI:g 

c;; l\\" Jo,.:€'. '"C'fS-!10\V vou n1c-r.:.tion it!'' snicl . ~ ~ 

~ i11per eage1.1.Y. 
'".rl1C\\- ,,·ert~ a~mo~t- running no,,·~ anrJ tl1ey 

1ioticed .. n.~ t11ey ditl Eo, tl1nt the rocl, sicle.~ 
of tl1e tunnPl ,,·ere (lamp. 0111)~ a fc,,· yards 
fart11cr on tl10 ,ralls ,,-ere streamir1g ,vith 
111ois tu re: . ..'\ ncl t l1e th lt Hli~rot1s roar ,Yas i ll1 J)a ti l'fl t--' ~ 

' 
· al m ().~ t t Pr r: iv in u- i r1 i ls i n t e !1 s i tv·. on. .. ..._. ... ,, :Forgc~t '0n1, ,:. s:iicl Dol'Ti0. '' c~·o1ne 

tll;s '' Lool~ ! ·~ ,yelled Dorrie st1cl(lenly. 
~-

\\'."'e' re goin' to fi11ll 011t the secret of 
11lnc-0." 

They pr<:sserl on, ,,·alking m11rl1 rnore 
rapidly 110\r, for tl1":Y could sec distinctly. 
Tl1P Ilea ms of t hci r tor(•hligh ts splnshecl ahead, 
an(l th~r~ ,Yer0 110 l)itfalls ir1 thPir p=-ith. ThL~ 
tio{)r llf the tt1r111c-l ,,·n~ 1·011gl1 i11 p1ace3, l)ttt 
th0.\· cncounterecl 11othing to l1i11der t1-1cir 
q t1:('k progref.::_ . 

.i\ncl as tl1C'~►- ,Y~ll-=ecl 1110 tl1ro:,~,ing n1:lrn1tt:" 
L cc a rr1 c Io u d c · r a n ( l Io t 1 cl e r-t t n t i 1, i n d e e ri , i r 
, \' a ~ a c- on t i n u o 1 l -- r na r, Le a t i 11 g t h 1 o :J tJ i n g 
a ~: ~, i n s t t l 1 C' i t P n r cl r ~ l : n ~ • 

~ 

' ' Sot 111 cl s Ii k e a ro :1 r in~ g ~ 1 e ! ·' sh o u: c d 
K1ppee. '· I ,,·onder if it'.s -- cat:.~L'Cl b3-· a11 air 

f l . 1'"~' current o a1Yv \.1t1c t 
~ 

'',,-rater!'' ronrPcl Dorrie. '' C=-i.n't vou feel .. 
t11C' dan1r,ncss in tl1e nir ?'' 

'fl1e.v r~n 011 fnr sorne ~·:trcls further, nnd 
tl1c n ha 1 rPd. sta rin ~ fa-,cin~tecllv. For the-., 
t11r1nPl ,r[ls 1-,\_acke[i from ~i(le to stde. It ,vas 
C' 0 ... " ' , 1 (' ~ C1 ~ \ - 4 i . . P ,1 f) ,. - "' f ri 11 ; n :r Ill .,. . -;. 0 f" \1' ~t '" '' .. • '- .. L - '-- · .. .... • • ~ \. k. ,." -.,.I, ~L • l ~ .. ~ l 1 ..:.... ~ -.. L '- 1 , 

---
CHAPTER 5. 

D o r r ~ e • s A n1 a z j n g D is cove r y. 

S () ~,:--t,J111~dr(l ,r0rc l~or(l Dorrin1orc and 
X iprer f lll t fo.· ~0mc rnon1e:1 ts the:,' 
could oni\- stand ancl E-tare, carc1P~s 
o f t h e fa c t t h ~ t t 11 e :-,.. , '"e re b C' i n g 

clrenc11e~-1 l)\ .. t1ie fo.~-like spray· \Yl1ich en• 
Ye lopC'd the n1. ..t\.ll rn:i r:11er of mini n tn re rain. 
L)O\\"S ,vere C're:-i t 0d lY'/ the l)eams of tl1e torcl1• ._, 

i Lgl1 t.~ as t 11 (\Y r ~ n: ... ('d u pori the spr3y. 



10 THE "1\-rELS()'N LEE T~lRR.:lRY 

Fnrtl1er progl'ess ,vas bai:recl. The falling 
,vater sl1ut the tunnel coM-r,lctely. It ,vas 
co1ni11g do\vn in an apparently 8olid body­
n11(l no,v Lord Dorrimore 11nderst<>od ,,·by the 
lsla11ders had been so rclt1ctant to enter tl10 
t111111el. They knc,v of tl1is falling ,,·a ter, a11tl 
tl1cy· ,vcre sca1·ed of it. 

';, But-bt1t I tfon't t1ndersta11d ! '' shouted 
Nip1)er nt last. '' \\There does it all go to, 
l)orrie ?'' 

'' That's j11st the point,'' replied Lord Dorri­
r11ore significantly. 

'' \Vl1at do yot1 n1ean?" 
'' I mean that tl1e- presence of this 

111y~teric11.1s ,vaterfall cli11ches t!1e thing.'' 
·' Clinches ,vhat thing?'' roared Nipper. 
'' Come back a bit-,vhere \\'e can talk l\·ith­

out :yelling one another's l1eads off," shot1ted 
J1is lordship. · 

They retraced their steps for some distanc-e, 
and Nipper cot1lcl see that an eager, excited 
light ,vas in the sporting peer's eyes. Nipper 
himself hnd caught a gad deal of that ex­
citement, too. Bt1t he ""as still pttzzled. 

'' AI ore than once we have stretched f 1111 
length nt the top of the 'cratei • opening of 
il1e big cavern,'' said Dorrie calmly. '' And 
1nore than once, Nipper, ,ve have had a good 
look: at the floor of tl1e cavern throttgh 
hinoct1lars. '' • 

''\Veil?'' 
'' Did :rot1 ever see, in tl10 northern wall of 

ll1e ca,,,er11, a pretty hefty ,vaterfall ?'' asked 
l1is lorclasl1ip dreamily. '' Did yott e,rer notice 
tl1at t-here ,vere sorne short rapifls at the foot 
of the fall, ,,,.ith a fairly ,vide stream, 1·t1n­
ning st1·ongly, joini11g t]1e lal{e after passing 
thro11gh two or three n1ilcs--' 1 

'' Bt1t-bttt :yot1 do11't mean--'' 
Arid Nipper .pa11sed, his eyes nflame. 
''~,,.es .. I do,'' said Dorrie. '' That's exactly 

,vl1at I 111ean. '' 
Nitlper's exciten1ent st1dcler1ly subsided. 
''Bttt cv·en if )Tot1're l'igl1t-a11d,.somehow, I 

believe yot1 are it makes no difference,'' he 
said, disappointed. '' There's no possible ,vay 
,Jf getting past the \\Taterfall. '' 

'' l'tn convinced that I'm right,'' said his 
lor,Jship. '' That ,\Taterfall was in the northern 
corr1cr of the cavern-and Stoneto\\·n is 
to,vards tlie north of the island. Look here, 
I'll 1nake a ro11gl1 sort of sketcl1 on this page 
i11 n1y notebool{, sho,vir1g yo11 ho,v I imagine 
the f oi■mation of the island. It's only an 
end-on vie\V, so to speak~, but I think you'll 
t111derstand. '' 

He took a pencil, and quicltly and roughly 
cxect1ted tl1e sketch. 
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'' ,re~ I c;;ee '' c:'"l1'd N' p · '' Tl t' J .1. .. , ,_ , •• u .L 1p e1. · 1n s 10,v 
I in1agi11cd it, t<)O. Bnt. it cloes11't i·eally 111:•ke 
a11y differe11ce" does it? It might just as ,vell 
be solicl rocl~. '' 

'' That's ,,,.hat !'111 goi11' to fi11<l ot1t," re­
plied Dorrie softly. 

He "·as ,valking back to,vards the ,vutcrfall 
,,·l1en Nipper took him by tl1e arm. 

'' What are yoti going to do?" 
'' Take a cold bntl1, for one thing,'' repliell 

l1is lordship. '' lly dear young ass, it's no 
good you tryin' to stop me. Ca11't yo11 ap­
preciate the possibilitie~? If there's a11y ,vay 
of gettin' throt1gh that ,vaterfal], ,vc're in 
the big caver11 ! This tt1nnel is a direct n1ethod 
of commt1nication bet,veen the island top and 
the People of the Mist !'1 

'' And do yo11 mean to say that throl1gl1 
cot1ntless centtfries the Islanders and the 
Settlers ha,~e never made the discovery?'' 
asked -Nipper ir1credt1lously. 

''Yes.'' 
'' 'l'bat ,van ts a bit of swallo\\ting, Dorrie.'' .. 
'· On the contrary, there's no earthly 1·enson 

,Yhy either people shottld have made the dis­
co,·ery," replied his lordship. ''Just thinl, it 
ot1t, young 'un. Take the Islanders first. 
Y 011 l1av·e already seen how scared the)T are 
of tl1e ·ve1·y tun11el itself. A primiti\re people 
incapable. of reasoning. That's the long an' 
the short of it. Moreover, they l1nve been 
frigl1tened of the fallin' ,vater, ,vhich ap-­
pare11tly goes 011 ceaselessl:y·. \\i ... hy _sho1ild any 
of t11ese people have attempted to b11rst 
throt1gh tl1e fall ? '' 

'' That's trtte, '' admitted Nipper. 
'' No,v ,ve'll take the Settlers,'' continuerl 

Dorrie. '' In tl1eir case, the possibilities of 
c.lisco,r·erin' the tunnel are e,,.en more remote. 
]for all they can see, f ro111 the ·cavern, is a 
big ,vaterfall. Ho,v can they gt1ess· that be-­
hind the falling '\\"ater there is a tunnel 
P.11trance? Had they kno\\~n of the tunnel, 
they ri1ight ha,·e discovered a ,vay into it.,,. 

'' By J ovc ! Yot1're rigl1t, Dorrie,'' saicl 
Nipper breatl1lessly. ''It's perfectly simple. 
110,v ,·ott explain it. Ilt1t can ,ve get 
throt1gh?'' · 

·' I do11't see \\~hy 11ot-I've walked throt1gl1 
,vaterfalls before,'' replied Dorrie. '' Tl1ey're 
not half so c]angerotts "'as they look:. Besides, 
there n1ight be a ,vay rottt1d. '' 

They ,valked bacl{ to the e11d of tl1e t-11nnel, 
,vhere the ,vaterfall ct1t off all further pro­
gress. 

''Yott stay here!'' yelled Dorrie. '' I do11't 
s11ppose I shall be long.'' 

'' Isn't it dangerotts 1'' roared Nipper. 
''Not a bit! I shall be safe enough.'' 
''I say! I'm coming with yott !'' shouted 

Nipper. 
'' Not lilre1y ! Yot1 stay here!'' retorted hi.! 

l01·dship. '' And iI I don't come back )~ou ca11 
join the otl1ers and--'' 

., Hold on! I thottght you said it wasn't 
da11gerot1s? '' 

'' Don't ar_g_t1e, :rott yot1ng ass!'' roared his 
lordship. ''You stay here-and do as you're 
told!,, 
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At first sight it seemed a hopeleSA proposi­

tion. Tl1e falling water looked nbsolt1tely 
solid-and, indeed, if Dorrie had plt1nged into 
it he 1vot1ld undoubtedly ha,re gone to his 
death. ·-

This end of tl1e tt1nnel n·as, actt1a11:r, very 
similar to the other end. Beyond the \\·ater 
tliore ,,·as n cliff-the sheer cliff side of the 
ca,·er11. The ,,·ater, falling from some ttn• 
kno,t'n l1eight, completely covered the tt1n11el 
end, and, belo,v, there \Yas t1ndoubtedl~· a 
whirlpool. Bttt ho,v far belo\\r? \\~l1ere, 
exnctlJl', did tl1is t11nnel come t.l1rot1gl1? · 

It ,,~as the point u-·l1ich Dorrie ,,·as· de­
termined to find 011t. 

Upon closer examination, l1e rliscoverccl, as 
he had half expected-that the failing ,,·ater 
,,·as not absolt1tel~, flt1sh ,,·ith the rock. There 
,vas a little space ir1 bet\veen~,vir1g to tl1e 
fact that tl1e water, in falling, naturally, was 
son1c,,·l1at ot1t.flt1ng. It did not aclµally pot1r 
doY.n the face of the cliff. But t11e 11Jray \\·as 
so de11se that, 11ntil one took a close look, tl1e 
space ,\·as not noticeable. 

Dorrie ,vas 110,,~ creeping incl1 b~" incl1 ronncl 
the angle of the rocl{. He disco,·ered that 
tl1ere ,vas a ledge be:ro11d the tttnnel exit. 
It ,,·ns ,vider t.han l1e had at first believed, 
being, i11 fact, t.l1ree or fot1r feet, a11d ,,1 all,. 
ing along it .,,,as easy and safe. Yet it ,,·as 
a rather terrifying experience. To ·l1is baek:, 
as he edged side,,·a:ys along, tl1ere \\·as the 
,,1'et rocl,, and. facing l1i1n, tl1at fall i11g bod)· 
of ,vater, roaring deafeningl~·. 

Nipper ,,·as f till of apprehension. Dorrie 
had already va11ished. ns thot!_gh tl1e ,,~ater· 
fall had swallov.eci l1im 11p. EYe11 at a dis• 
tar1ce of t,vo ;yards the space bet,,,eet1 tl1e fall" 
and the rock ""as 11ot 11oticeable. Nipper \\,.as 
compelled to go right ttp close, nncl peer 
1·011nd tl1e ledge of rock, before he discovered 
ho,v Dorrie l1ad go11e. Then Nipper felt 1nore 
comfortable. Not tl1at he cot1ld see 1,is con1• 
pa11ion; the srnother of sp1·av had obliterated 
hirn from view. . ... 

Lord Dorrimore foltnd tl1at he cot11d \\'alk 
normall:y; it \Vas 11ot 11ecessary for him to 
edge side\\'ays. Co11siderable qi1antities of 
"\\'ltt.er ,vere falling 11pon him, but l1e took 
no notice. Drencl1ed to the skin, he pt1shed 
011. Tl1ere \\·as no danger ,vhntey·er, terrifv­
ing ns tl1e Sttrrottndi11gs V."ere. Tl1e sporting 
peer \\·ns eve11 gloati11g. Tl1is ,\·ide rock ledge 
"\\"as an excellent patl1,va)·-and he 1,ne,v tl1at 
,vitl1 e,1 ery step he took he \\"as getti11g nearer 
nncl nearer to the extremity of the fall. 
AlreadJ· tl1e vol time of ,va ter ,\·as lessenir1g. 

'' \...,. e gods and little fishes!'' he ejartL1ated 
st1ddenly. 

As he ndva11ced, the \\·ater d,\·indled to a 
mere tricl~•le, a11d l1e ahr11ptly en1e1·ged clear 
of it. He took one look be~·ond, he ga,re a 
great sho11t of jo:r, and tl1e11 lie tho1tgl1t of 
Nipper. Withottt hesitation he ti1r11ed back, 
a11d no"\\,. l1e l{new there "~as 110 need for 
precat1tion. He fairly ran along the roclc 
ledge, "',.ith the cliff 011 one side of him, and 
the h11rtling ,,·aterfnll on the otJ1er. 

Nipper, \\'aiting at the tt1n11el exit, filled 
"·i tl1 dread, \\·as sttddenly startled to see a 

fig11re loom t1p only a foot a,,,.ay. Until then, 
ov;-ing to this spray, Dorrie had not beet1 
visible. They almost collided. 

'' Oh, my goodness! I'm glad :vou'v·e come 
back, sir,'' panted Nipper. ''I-I thot1gl1t.--'' 

''Yot1 tho11ght nll sorts of silljr things, eh?'' 
roared Dorrie. '' Y 011 tl1011ght I'd killed 1ny· .. 
self! \\·' ell, I haven't! C~o111e on 1 You'd 
better co1r1e and ha v·e a look:, too. It's as 
safe as l1ot1ses. '' _ 

''(}reat Scott! You-yott men11--'' 
'' Ne\·er n1ir1d "-l1at I mea11," bello\, .. ed 

Dorrie. '' Y ot1 come \\·ith n1e. '' 
Nipper ,,,as n1nazed to see l1is companion 

,vall~i11g bold!)'." nr,cl easily alo11g tl1e ledge. 
Tl1ere ,vasn't n sing1e ineqt1nlitj10 of t11e rock:. 
1ipo11 ,,·l1ich or1e n1ight trip; it forn1ed a 
sr11ootl1, safe floor for tl1cn1 to ,valk: 11pon. Tl10 
spraJ: \\·as like a· dense r11ist, a11cl altl1ot1gl1 
Dorrie \,-ns c111L1/ just nheacl~ ~iprler had to 
.I,eep close behind i11 or<ler to kee}) l1im in 
, .. ie\\·, e,~en \\·ith his tfJrc-l1lig}1t pla~:-i11g. 

'' Here \Ye are!'' carne l1is lord.sl1i1J's ,·oice, 
faint abo,·e tl1e ,,·aterfali's th1inderot15 1·oar. 

Al111ost before Nipper realisecl it, t.liej' \\rel'c 
in clear air. 'l.hey ,,·.ere sta11cli11g on a ,Yider 
platforn: of rocl~, nnrl close b," Nipper·s side 
tl1e ,,·aterfall pl1.1nged do,\·11. "Tlie ,,,.hirlpool, 
11earl)' l1idden b~· the boiling foarn and spra_J', 
\\'as 11ot fif tee11 feet belo\\". Tl1e tun11el exit; 
i11 fact, "·as l)racticall,y at tl1e base of tl1e 
f n!l. 

And slopi11g dO\\"n it1 serried ma3ses, \\rl1ere 
rocks a11d bo11lders, ,vitl1 n11 easy· path throt1gl1 
them-d0\\-11 to the level grot1nd, 011ly a s11ort 
dista11ee a,Ya)·. Arid frowni11g i11credibly 
O\rer the pair, a11d stretcl1ing a\\·n~.:- into the 
far dista11ce, \\"as the tl1ree tl1ottsar1d-foot ,vall 
of the great cavern, slopii1g sharply i11,varcls 
to,,,.arda the top. 

'' l\'I~" Oil 1)" sai11 ted attnt ! '' ejact1la ted Nipper, 
&tari11g. 

I>orrie \,·as grinnir1g. 
'' N' ot so bact, eh?" l1e asl{ed el1eerf til1y. 
But Nipper l1ad no ,vords to express l1In1• 

self. He cottld 011lv gaze at that amnz111g 
,·i::,ta. He a11d Dori~ie \\"ere standi11g nt the 
11ortl1c-11 e11d of tl1e ca,~ern, \\'here the grottncl 
\\"as rot1gl1. To\vards the ce11tre there ,,,.er·e 
cttlti,·ated patcl1e3, a11d tl1e oth~r part of t!1e 
ca ,rer11 ,vas tl1e real l1ome of tl1e scttle1·s. 

Tl1e ne,vcon1e1-s cot1ld se~ a ,,~ide 1·i,"er, ,,~ith 
the ,..,aters raging ft1riot1sly near at hand. 
Ft1rther or1. ,vherc the river er1ter~d tl1e cen• 
tral lalt:e, tl1ere ,vas practically 110 distttrbance. 

''Tl1~ flaree arc 011t!'' sl10~1ted Nipper, . .. 
pot ll t 111g. 

''\\re lir1e\v tl1at.'' retorted Dorrie. 1 'J 
do11't st1pposc the;· can get tl1em goin' agai11. 
.. t\.11 the better for tis, ren 11)' for this part 
oi tl1e <'~\·ern i~ i11 den5e gloon1, ancl tl1at's 
tlll to tl1e goocl." 

The Sttnsni11e \\·as slanti11g d<l\l\'ll brilliantly, 
and the effect. to tl1e t\\"O ,vntcl1ers, ,vas 1nost 
asto11ishing. It ,, .. as ns tl1ot1gh n11 cnormot1s 
searel1ligl1t, far abo\·e, \\·as ser1clir1g a dazzling 
be~,m t1pon one section of tl1e cavern. 

That se~tion ,\·as bt·ill iant; everyl\l'here els•.l 
the cavern \\·as half l1iclden in gloon1. 
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. It happened that the sun was in . such a 
position, just no,v, that the beams were falli11g 
fuJI. upon the Settlers' township, a11d that the 
edge of the lake which \\"as most populated. 
The old Porto l\Iarlo. \\"ith her red-streakecl 
sides, stood out boldly in the sttnshine, too; 
and even at this distancet o,v1ng to the clarity 
of the air, Dorrie and Nipper could see 
moving figures. 

'' It's a direct way throt1gh-to Lee I'' said 
Lord Dorrimore gloatingly. '' Not only to 
Lee, bttt to Amanda's people. The People of 
the lfist ! Think of it, young '11n I'' Secretly 
and ,vith absolute safety \\"e can come through 
here and, if necessary, spring a s11rprise t1pon 
the Black Ha,vk and his myrmidons.'' 

'
1 Oh!'' ejaci1lated Nipper. 

The possibilities left him breathless. 
DoTrie had his binoculars to his eyes. He 

"·as taking care£ uJ note of every point. When 
he had finished ,vith the glasses he gazed 
about him more intently, close at hand. He 
11oted e,~ery formation of rock; his keen e:yes 
tool{ in a hundred and o~e details. He stood 
there deliberately memorising the importa11t 
geographical details. A11d Nipper, ,vhen ho 
1·ealised what his companion was doing, fol­
lo\\"ed his example. 

'' Cottldn 't ,·~,e let tl1e gtt v'11or lino,v ? " asked 
Nipper st1dde11ly. 

'' Not on yot1r life," replied Lord Dorri• 
more. '' \Ve claren't sl10,v ourselves, yot1ng 
'u11. If ,,.,..c let Lee kr10,v of this-,,·e sl1a! I 
let the enemy k110,v, too. A11d it's importa11 t 
tl1a t the Black Ha ,v li: sl1ot1ld be· kept in ignor­
ance of this ' tack door.' I have a pretty 
sl1re,vd idea that ,ve shall be needed-a£ ter 
dark.'' _ 

'' By jingo, yes!'' said Nipper excitedly. 
'' ,vi th t.l1e flares ot1 t, tl1is cavern ,,"rill be as 
black as pitcl1 after tl1e st1n has gone do,vn. 
That's ,,·hen the Black lla,vk ,vill go into 
act.ion!'' 

'' And that's wl1en ,ve shall go i11to actio11, 
too,'' said Dorrie· happily. 

They did not wait mt1ch longer, and soon 
they ,vere ,valking back along that strange 
pathvlay; tl1ey reached t11c tt111nel, and no,v 
they httrried. The tunnel ,,·as lor1ger thnn 
tl1ey had ren1ised, and it seen1ed a long 
time before, turning the bend, they ~~me 
,vithin sight of the welcome daylight of tl1e 
great opening. 

And, at. last, emerging, Handforth and 
Umlosi and Amanda shot1ted \\"it.h joy. Fo1· 
they had begt1n to despair-partict1larly as the 
Is)anders had gradt1ally ,vorkcd themscl,·cs 
i11to a state of pa11ic. 

And even Spt1rius Lartitts, no,,· that Dorrie 
and Nipper had reappeared, lost all his fear. 
Indeed, the ,lery fact that tl1c adve11tu1·ers 
had rett1rned pro, .. ed tl1at there ,vas 110 real. 
danger in the tt1nnel. And the Isla11ders, 
after t.heir first shock of surprise, ,verc ma11i­
festly relie,,.ed. 

'' But ,vhere ha,·e yot1 been all this time ? " 
asked Amanda in \Yonder. '' F'aith, you are 
,vet throt1gl1 !'' 

'' That's ,,·hat I 11oticcd !'' said Handforth. 
'' You bounders! ,,711at ha,,.e you been tip 

to? \Vhy could11~t you· let"'. me in on it?'' 
'' I pe1~cei1le, N'Kose, that · thou hast made 

a mighty discovery,'' said UmJosi-for he 
kne\V e,.,.ery . 011e of Dorrie's moods,. and a 
bright eager ligl1t in his lordship's eyes v;as 
eloqttent. 

1
' Yes, old friend, it's true,'' said Dorrie. 

'' Liste11, Handy. You'll be interested in this, 
too, Aliss Amanda!'' 

They ,vere already walki11g a,vay from the 
tunnel, and ,vere, indeed, on tl1cir ,,·ay back 
to the upper part of the ravine. 

'' That tt1nnel is a direct llray throt1gh to 
the big cavern,,, said Dorrie abrt1ptly. 
'' Nipper and I have found a method of get­
ting throt1gh a ,,·aterfall--'' 

''But no l 'Tis impossible!'' cried Amanda, 
lier e~-es dancing with excitement. 

She listened breathl~ly as Dorrie and 
Nipper, between them, told the story. Hand­
forth -"·as nearly beside himself \\·ith excite­
ment. 

'' Let's go ·back,'' he t1rged. '' Y 011 1·otter, 
Nipper, ,Yhy didn't yott take me, too? There 
,von't be another chance!'' 

'' That's jt1st where yott're wrong,'' said 
Nipper. '' There's every likelil1ood that 
tl1ere'll be another chance to-night-and the11 
,\'"e shall l1a,·e some definite objective, too." 

Aild e,-en Ed,vard Os\vald fla11dfortl1, ,vl10 
,vas IH)toriousJ:y· slo,v-,vitted, t1nclcrstood. 

CHAPTEB 6.· 

The Coming of the Night. 

N ELSON LEE '"°as an anxious man. 
A great respo11sibility rested tipon 

his capable sho1.1l(Jers. He had 
nccepted the leadership of the People 

of t.he ::\Iist-nnd it ,,·ns for him to brin_g 
peace to this trot1bled community. And tl1e 
only ,,·aj of accomplishing that object was to 
subdt1e the Black Ha,vl, and his desperadoes. 

Bt1t matte111. were infinitely more difficult 
tl1an they had been. 

All ,,·as qt1iet now. The firing of the gun, 
,vith its dramatic conseqticnces, had so scared 
the pirates that they were lying low, aboard 
the Porto l\Iarlo, dt1ring the day. Scarcely 
a sign of activity was to be seer1 aboard 
il1e old wnr ,·esse]. Some men ll"'ere co11-
sta nt.ly on dt1ty, on deck-bt1t they ,vere only 
,vawhing. Simeon Harke, obviot1sly enot1gh,_ 
,,,.as ten1porarily subdued. 

One thing ,vas certain-he ,,,.ot1ld never 
agai11 fire a big gttn. And although he ,vas 
rnore or less at bay, he ,vas by no means 
ready to surrender. Ho had ,,.irt11al c,Jn1mand 
of the lake. 

Dt11·ing tl1e af ter11oor1 hours Nelson Lee 
11oticed thnt parties of the pirates put off 
from the Porto llarlo i11 boats, an<l ro,ved 
to other ,;essels ,vhich ,vere lying anchored 
t1pon t11e ctill water-schooners and old-type 
craft of that sort. Some of these '"essels were 
1abo1·io11sly dra,vn in,. so that they ,,,.ere col­
lected rot111d tl1e Porto l\farlo like t11gs rottnd 

1 . -a J.111er. 
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.11•nere was BOme signincance in this lllO\"'0-

and Nelson Lee had a shre\\"d idea ,,,.hat it 
portended. 

He had l1eld counsel with the Set.tiers; and 

tl1~ gttn, endless tons ot rock "'"ere a, .. ailable. 
For ,vl1ere the ~v·alanche l1ad ~ccttrred, ql1ite 
11ear tl1e to\vnsl11p, there \\"ere 1rnmense piles, 
an-d 1!1ost of tl1e rock:s ,v~re sinall and capable 
of being hattled, or carried. 

To,vnrcls ~1f ternoon. the defences begnn to 
take shape. Nelson Lee ,vas \\·orki11g as l1nrcl 
3S any of the men. A great rock barrier \\·as 
being bt1il t enti1·ely rottrid the to,•;11ship. It 
,vas a \\pall-a solid clef e:1ce line. 

And it ,va.s Lee's i11tentio111 as soon os dttsk 
fell, to ,,·ithdra\v e\~ery livi11g so11l into that 
protected area. The defe11rcs l\·ottld then be 
n1anned, ru1d sl1ot1ld the Dlack Ha \\~k mal<e 
an attack. lie \\·ot1lcl find it cliffict1lt to break 
tl1rottgh tl1e def er1cle1·s' li11es. 

he ha~ appoint_ed sturd~l' men to take control 
of ,·nr1ot1s sections. Tl_1t1s, Tom SwaJ"ne h~d 
so many men under him; Dr. O~to, who .. 1!1 
sJ>itc of _his age, l\"as eager to be 111 the th1c,, 
of- tl1ings, comma11ded another st11rd~, bancl. 
Nelson Lee was a brilliant organiser, and, 
i11Jeed, a capable general. And very soon the 
entire def ending force ,vas at ,,,.ark. E, .. erJ,·• 
body accepted N «:lson Lee ,,·ith?t1t qt1estio11. 
His ,.,crv personal1ty ,,·as compell1ng. He put 
cot1rage· and faith i11to the rebels. Simeon 
Harke and l1is tJ·rants shot1ld for ever bo 
q11c1iec1. 

l\la11.Y· men, hotl1ends, were eager to attacl{ Ir ,, .. as riot t1ntil later afterr1oon that Simeon 
at once. Thc\y ,,.-anted to get e,·ery available ~arl~e \·e11tt1red t1po11 dec~k .. He l1ad had 
boat, nnd gi,·e battle -to the cne_n1y on tlie a r·ery· sev·ere shock. Tl1c blotti11g ont 
lake. of the flares, ar1<l the fall~ of TOC'lc, hacl 

Bt1t Nelson Lee pt1t l1is foot do,'.·n on this f rigl1ter1erl l1in1. He l1a~J realised, in fact, 
rasl1 st1ggestio11. !10,,p, in his ignorance_t lie l1ad nea1·l:r brougl1t 

For the Black Ha,,·k and his men, on tl1e disaster t1po11 alf. He ,,·as a llraggart, a man 
battleship, co11ld easily defend them~cl ves of 111t1cl1 co11cei t. a11cl he 11ad believed his 
against tl1e attaC'ks; and tl1ere ,vottld be a O\\"ll j11dgme11t to be SOll!l°d. 

needless lost of life. A clangerotts loss of . It hud take11 11in1 so1ne l1011rs to recover; 
life. t.oo-for tl1ere \t'ere 110 reiniorc~mer1t.s btlt as lie reco,-erecl, so l1is old insolence re­
to dra,,!' upon. E,,.ery oble-bodied mar1 of the t11rned. No soo11er ha(l he con1e t1pon d~cl(J 
commt1nit~" ,,:-as alreadJ,· in the '' battle zone .. , a11d had tnli:en a close look at tJ1e ir1tensiv·e 

'' No, my good friends, tl1e rigl1t- is lt}JOn ,vork ashore. tl1a11 lie once ~again Lecame the 
:vo11r side~' said Lee q1tietlJ·. '' \\·c ,,·ill not braggart of befor~. 
attn ck: tl1e t,~ra11t nnd his hordes; b11 t ra tl1el" ''Fools!., he· said co11tempt11011sl~~. '' Tl1i11k 
\\·iil ,,·e ,,,ait 1111til tl1e}· at.tack 11s. On solid tl1e_y tl1at tr1is strar1ger car1 sa\·e then1? Bones 
Janel tl1e battle ,vill be· e,·en. It ,,·oi1Id be arid bloocl ! The~· btiild \\·alls of loose rock 
foJl:r to fall into tl1e ~1·atJ ~lie Dlael~ Ha,,/k abot1t tl1e to,v11sr1ip !'' • 
has s('t for tls, a11d to give h11n all tl1e ad,·ar1- · '' A~:e~ Sir C~t1ief, and tl1e.v b11ild it with 
tngc of an t\ne,ren figl1t.'' n1ncl1 tl1orougl1ness." said Jonatl1an Betts. 

Nl'lso11 Lee· ,vas thinking of the nigl1t. lie '' 1T,Yill be a ciiffict1lt oLstacle to o\·ercor11c." 
11ad a cor1\'"ictio11 tl1at \\"hen darkness ca111c,. '' Bnt it ~l1a]l be overcon1e !'' retorted t}1e 
Rin1eo11 Harlie ,,·011ld strik:e. There \\·ere no Illa.ck Ila \VI~ l1arsl11J·. '' The people a re ir1 
fla1·cs 110,v·, and the night \YOt1ld be terrif~r. rel1ellior1-a11d if I a111 to i-etai11 n1~· po\\·er I 
j11g to tl1e People of the llist. Since child.. 111nst c·r11sl1 the re bell ior1 a11d cl es troy· the 
hood, the })eople had bee11 acc11stor11ed t.o traitor. To-r1igl1t, Jonatl1az1. ,,·e sl1all nttnclt 
tl1e soft ligl1t from tl1e tn)·riad gas flare3. 'l'o -n11d ,ve sl1all be victorious.'' 
have t11e great ca, .. c .. rn pltlnged i11to .st:rgian '' Ye are over-co11fille11t, 111etl1iI1ks, '' gro,vled 
darkr1ftss ,vo11ld, i11 itself, l1n,·e a treme11do:us Betts. 
111oral effert. '' B~,. mJ" skin! Speak :re tl111s to me?'' 

A11d tl1is effect, as T--1ee npp-rcicntf\d, \\·01t1d '' ... !\ve !'' retortecl Jonathan Betts insolentlv. 
be tl1e more se,·ere ,Yith the defe11ders. For '' \\tl1;t can1e of J'Ot1r great. plan of this m9ri1-
the,,. ,vere q11iet, peacef11l folli:, , .. er:r diff er(\tlt ing-? 'T•is easJ· to be too st1re, Sir Cfl1ief ! ,, 
fro;11 t l1e rttffiatis ,vho had thro\\·n in tl?eir Si n1eon. Harke cttrsecl. 
lot ,vith tl1e Blnek Ha,, .. k" '' To-rtig}1t sl1all I 11ro\·e my st1pre111aCj', '' l1e 

Alreaclv Lee J1acl detected certain signs tl1Jt. v•)\\"ecl. '' Tl1e <larl(ness ,vill assist tts. Jo11a-
~ -

t11e people ,vere losing son1e of their grent tl1ar1. ,,.,. e shall S\\·oop-and ,re shall gair1 
e11tl1t1~ias111. At, the first- thought of conqlter ... t.11e ,·ictor~·. '' 
i11g the Blacl~ Ha,vk, tl1e peopl~ had l)een A <'11nni11g light came into his eJ·es. 
delirious. The JJresc11t l1111 brottght back all '' I l1a,pe ideas,'' he ,ver1t oz1,· lo\\·ering his 
tl1eir old fears. Tl1e dreaded i11fl11ence of tl1e ,~oice. '' ... ~)·e, Jonatl1a11, icleas !'' 
Black Ha,,rk u·ns still hea,·y· 11pon t11em. '' Ye l1ad ideas this mor11ir1g, too,'' said 

B11t "·l1en they· sa,v tl1e thorot1gl111ess of Betts. 
1 Ne1s011 Lee's preparations, tl1ey took heart. '' :\lay J~ot1r bones ratt~e ,, 

1
and rot!'' 

The girls and women, as well as the boys and thundered the ~lack Hawk. . Spef.~ again 
men. took part i11 the heays· ,vork. Lee had tl~tlS, <log, n11d I 11 .. l1ave :~·e \,·l11pped. 
110 intentio11 of being ca11ght b~~ s1trprise in At,fl st1ch ,va~ h1~ fttr~· tl,at Jonathn;1 Betts 
tl1e darkness. Ancl, l1a ,·ing stated his ,visl1es, back:ed a \Vllj" 1n alarm .. He and h1~ coin• 
his ne,v lieL1tenants got their n1e11 to \Vork panio11s \Yere _soon. to cl1scover th~t it \\~as 
,vith a \\~ill. . dnnget'ous to tal~, 1nsoler1tly to ~heir leacler. 

Great qt1nntities of rock ,,·ere rarried to After. the happe111ng of the morning .tl1ey _h_ad 
tl1e tO\Ynship. And, tha11ks to tl1e firing of felt tl1~1t they cot1ld be mttch more fnn11l1ar 
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with him. B11t they ,vere \\Trang. lforeover, 
he was determined to ,vin baclt their ftt•ll 
1~espect and confidence. 

Thel'e was one way in which tl1is cot1ld be 
accomplished-the captt1re of Nelson Lee, a11d 
the killing of Nelson Lee ! 
- The Black Hawk cared nothi11g for tl1e 
rest of the people now. He ,,,as concentrat­
ing all his cunning, all his resources, upon 
the one task of trapping Lee. 

'' Aye, I've ideas;'' he said, as thot1gh to 
himself, after he had calmed. - '' Here, 
William!'' 

One of the men came for,vard at the call. 
'' There is a man amongst ye, I thi11k, 

named Thomas Salt?'' asked the Black Ha,,-k 
abruptly. 

'' 'Tis true, Sir Cl1ie£, '' said tl1e man. 
'' Find hi1n ,...,-itho11t delaJ'. Bring him to 

my cabin.'' 
And Simeon llarke turned on his heel and 

,vent below. There was a light of cunning 
burning in hi_s eyes. A.lid presently a thin 
~~ot1ng man, with t1ntidy, sandy whiskers ,ve11t 
t1·emulously belo,v. An order to attend t.110 
Black Ha,vli i11 his cabin generally n1eant 
bad t.rot1ble. Bt1t ,vhen 9fhornas Salt 
emerged, half an l1011r later, 110 ,vas looking 
mightily pleased ,vith himself-and mightily 
crafty, too. 

'' Darkness comes on apace,'' said the 
Black Ha\vk, s0111e tin1e later, ,,~hen he came 
on deck. '' 'Twill be a darkness of mt1ch i11-

tensity, too. 'Tis well for Ot1r pt1rpose, good 
Simon, that the flares are extingt1ished. ,, 

Simon Lane, ,vho ,vns standi11g ,vith Jona­
than Betts and Artht1r Reresby, looked doubt­
ful. 

''The darkness will be as mttch help to the 
1·ebels, methinks, as it will be to t1s, Sir 
Chief,,, he said. '' l\llany things may happen 
,vhen one's eyes are useless. There will be 
1>0 torchlights burning to-night, Sir Chief I 
For we have but to show a light, and we shall 
make ourselves a mark for the enerny.'' 
- '' Neither ,,·ill they sho,v ligl1ts, '' said tl1e 
Black Ha,vk calmly. 

He was staring up,vards at the hole in the 
cavern roof. Already the stars were twi11k­
ling. The sun ,vas getting low, and its effect 
here,_ in the ca,·ern, was so slight that an 
intense gloom prevailed. Already the further 
ends of the cavern ,vere hidde11 by th gatl1er­
i11~ darl{ness. 

'l\Ien may S'-\,.i1n Ol1t by tl1e ma11y score,'' 
said Simon Lane 1111easily.. '' Arid if they 
con1e, Sir Cl1ief, ,vhat war11ing shall ,ve have? 
Ji,nith, I like not the sitt1ation. '' 

'' Where are yot11· ,vits, man ? '' demanded 
tl1e Ha,vk, with contempt. ''Thi11k ye that 
the rebels, under this man, Lee, wot1ld btlild 
1·ock ,val1s rottnd the to,vnship if they intende(-J 
attacl<ing 11s? Nay! They are concentratecl 
11pon defence. No man amongst the rebels 
,vill ,,.enture beyond the ne\vly-bttilt defences. 
Thus we shall trick the man, Lee.'' 

'' Ye think only of him, Sir Chief,'' gro,vled 
Betts. 

'' I think only of him heca11se he is out 
great enemy,'' replied Si1neo11 Harke. '' \\"1' e 

ha,·e but to trap him and ·the rest 0£ tlie 
fooJs will be at our mercy, arid once .again 
I sha]l rule st1p1·eme-aye, a11d I am telling ye 
now that tl1e ringleaders 6hall suffer the death 
penalty. St1cl1 cattle as Swayne and Dr. 
Otto sl1nl! have tl1eir limbs sliced from their 
sho111ders. '' 

He tttrned fiercely upon the others. 
''I say again-Lee is the man we must e11• 

trap!'' he insisted. '' Let us, then, gather ottr 
,vits together so that that end shall be 
gained. Think ye that the people ,vottld 
have risen b11t £or Lee 7 ''l'\vas he v;ho in­
cited the1n-he and his companions. But the1-
can no longer 1·each 11s; they are ct1t off, ancl 
thtts ,ve need not let them enter into ot1r 
calculatio11s. Bt1t Lee is l·onder-tl1e people 
obey his every command. •rhey look t1pon 
J1im as their liberator. When Lee falls, the 
revolt collapses.'' 

'' Stab 1ne, Sir Chief, I believe J--e're l'ight !'~ 
declared Artl1t1r Reresby. 

''I k110,v I'm right!'' replied the Blacl{ 
IIa ,v k, spit.tir1g 11ois.1ly o,·erside_ 

T EIE t,vilight ,vas brief. · 
,vhen darkn-ess came, it came st1d­

de11ly. And even the pirates ---\Vere 
tineasy. li.,or i$ was such dark11ess as 

they had never known in the cavern. It shitt 
down like s01netl1i11g tang·ible, something solid 
to the tot1cl1. True overhead, the twinkling 
stars could be seen; l>ttt ,vhen one tttrned one's 
gaze back to the gro11nd level, the darkness 
only see1ned tl1e greater. 

It ,Yas impossible to see a hand before one's 
face. And not a glimmer of light sho,ved in 
a11y corner of the cavern. 

Botl1 sides \\,.ere eq11ally cautious. 
The pirates, for their part, deemed that 

<'Omplete darkness was to their advantage. 
l\Ioreover, they maintained a stealthy silence. 
,v11en flny 111en moved, they moved on tip- . 
toe lest they shoti1d make the slightest sottnd • 

• 
And it ,,~as the snme in the tol\~nship, be-

:yond the rock . defences. }Ie11 lined those 
defences, bt1t t.hey "Tere ready with hastily 
i1nprovised weapons. Nelson Lee, moving 
a1no11gst them, sensed the great te11sion ,vhich 
\vas abroad. 

The <lark11ess and si!er1ce brooded over 
frie11d a11d foe alike. Whe11 a man "'~hispered 
it sounded aln1ost like a shot. They were 
afraid to tttter a ,vord, even in the softest 
breath. And so, as the time passed, the ten­
sio11 increased. It became clreadft1l. A11d 
notl1illg happe11ed. That ,vas the n1ost terrible 
tl1ing of all. Action, at st1cl1 a tin1e, wot1ld 
have been ,velcome. 

Nelson Lee l1ad n1en ready ,vith torches­
and 111ateria1s ,vere at hand to ]ight those 
torches at a mo1nent's notice. Sho11ld an 
attack come, l..1ee \\'as detcrmi11ed to rep11lse 
it ,vith decision. Bt1t the Black Ha,vlc anll 
l1is men, it seemed, ,vere ready eno11gh to 
play a wait.i11g game. .-

1\Iore tha11 011ce Nelson Lee silently climbed 
the rock wall, slid down, and ventttred to­
warcls the lake--side. He did so ,vith all the 
stealth and silence of an Indian tracker. He 
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,,ras on the look-out for the sliglitest indica­
tior1 of movement. He \vas, in fact, becomi11g 
a11xious. The defenders, l1e l{new, \\·ere suffer­
ing from tl1e st.rain; 1!1oreov·er, he ,va,s expeet­
i11g sorne ct1nn1ng, tr1ckJ· effort on t11e Black 
Ha,•.k's part. · Ne,·er for a n101ne11t l1ad Lee 
itnderestimated the shre,Ydness and resottrce 
of tl1e 11irate chief. Si111eo11 Harke \1'.as a 
dangerous n1an. He ,,·as no con11nonplace 
rnffin11, btrt a man of ideas. And in tl1is 
sitt1a tion N e!s011 Lee felt that. tl1e Ha\'\. k ,,·ot1ld 
n1ake a super effort to qt1ell tl1e risir1g. 

--
CHAPTER 7. 

The Trap. 

A !\D so tl1ree hot1rs passed. 
A less clever 1nan than Simeon 

llarke \\·oulrl ha,~e taken action ere 
tl1is. Jonatha11 Betts and Simon La11e 

and the other li~11tenants ,verc in1patient. 
'1,hey cottld not 11nderstand the Ha,vk's dal­
)jar~ce. Bt1t there "·as a denl of Cttnni11g in 
tl1e Hav.~k's plan. Ile ,vas patient in addi­
tion to being clever. 

He k11e,v tl1at ,vith ~very minute tl1at passed 
tl1e defc11ders ,, .. ere becoming more a11d more 
11e1 .. , .. ot1s. Tl1is great te11sion ,vas telli11g 
11pon tl1em. \Vhe11 something l1nppened they 
,vo11lcl be j ttmpy, and, perhnps, near to 

• panic. ...... 
' ' \\ .. l1n t hi11ders, Sir Cl1icf?" gro,,10led Betts, 

,Yl10 ,,-as getting ju1npy on his o,,·n account. 
'' \Vhen I strike, 't,,·ill be the more. certain,'' 

,,·l1ispered Simeon Harke. '' Gro,v ~ .. e impa• 
tiP11t, Jo11a than?'' 

'' Ave-and I nm 11ot alone in tl1at.'' .. 
"Then be of good h~nrt-for 'l'l1omas Salt 

ri'oes now upor1 his erranl-J, '' snid the Black 
Ha,vk ,vith a soft chuckle. '' Ca1~e ve for • 
comedy, good Jonatha11? Stnb mJ~ vitals, 
no,v sl1nll a comedy be pla;·e<;f; and 'tll"ill be 
one ,vhicl1 ,vill turn raP.jdlj10 lo drama. Aye, 
a11d to tragedy." 

'' Do :re place yot1r faith in 
asked Jonathan, in ,vonder. 
bt1t a simpleton, and of 
strengt.h. '' 

Thomas Salt 1·' 
'' Faith, he is 
no partict1lar 

'' Y ct lie possesses a talent I greatly ad-
1nire, '' snid the Black Ha \\·k calmly. '' Soon 
ye ,viii 11nderstar1d." 

Tl101?1ns Salt ,vas e,·en then slipping noise­
lessly off the old cruiser's ladder into the 
dark: ,va ter. Like n1ost of these People of 
the }fist, he ,vas an ab)c 3Yt'immer. He struck 
ot1t silently·. 

It ,vas i1npossiblc to see a foot in any direc• 
tion, bt1t Thomas Sa-It had taken his bear­
i11gs from the positio11 of the ship; and he 
kne,t.· t.hat b\· S\\·iinming in a $traight line he 
,,·011ld soon he approaching the shore. 

There ,vere no beacl1es to this lako. It 
,,~as more in tho natttre of a natt1ral dock; 
for the rock edges ,vere sc,·eral feet above 
the ,,,ater level, and the water itself \•las deep 
right to the rock it~elf, so any vessel could 
draw in close if needs be. Thomas Salt \\·as 
a,vimmi11g tov.'ards the side of the lake \11:hich 

. 
,vas 11earest t-he t01,vnship-and, in tl1at total 
da1·kness, it ,vas an eerie experience. 

N EIJSON LEE ,vas finding his men diHi­
c1.1l t. 

\\~her1evcr · 11e approacl1e<l gro11ps of 
them_, co111ing ttp noiselessly in the 

clark, 110 l1ca rd q ttick mo\Te1nen ts ; startled 
ejacttlationc,, half muffled; hoarse inqttirics. 
The def enders, in fact, ,vcre beco1ning 
high)),. ner\·ous. 

Nelson Lee considered tl1e ad\~isnbility of 
lighti11g a great nttmber of torches. It niight 
be ·the best mo,·c of all. 'I'l1e defe11ders, be­
hind._ tl1eir rock '\\·a11, ,,·ould be protected; 

· arid tl1e_y· ,vot1ld be able to see any mo,·e­
Ine11ts of tl1e e11crny. And the light ,vould 
gi, .. c tl1en1 fresh c•o11fidence-fresh cot1rage. 
It \\·as tliis clarkness ,vhich ,•.as -sapping tt1eir 
d ct er 1n i 11 n ti on. · 

In fact, Lee \,·as rapidly coming to tl1e 
co11clusio11 that lie \\·as unvrittingly plnying 
the cncn1y's game, nnd that "·as a bad 
tecl111ical l>lur1der.. He came to his dccisio11 
quicli:l.}". He had seen to it tl1at there \Yas 
a ·large .supplj· of torches ready; and he 
1nea11t to gi,·e the orders for these to be 
ligl1ted. 

J t1st a f e\•• 1nintttes more, 110\\-e,er, -n·oulrl 
n1ake little (lifference; and Neldon Lee l1ad 
a f anc~· to go srot1ting again. 

\\7'itl1 absolute si1encL .. he clin~,bed the ,,·all 
nncl rnoved for,\·ard to\\"ards tl1e lal~e. He. 
coulcl see nothi11g, for the blackness ,Yas as 
solid as ever. It "·as not the kind• of in• 
co1nplcte {lal'kness which one's ey·es can 
gro,v acct1stomed to. Lee migl1t have had a 
great ba11dage across his e)·es, for all tl1e 
use they ,, .. ere. 

Bt1t his ears were nct1te. Fe,v men had 
li:ec-ner heari11g tl1nn the detert.ive; and l1e 
hnd trnit1cd it assiduously. He cot1ld dis­
tir1guish sounds ,vhich, t-o ordinary ears, 
meant notl1i11g. And as he advanced to\vards 
the lake he was listeni11g for any sig11ifi .. 
cant ,.,..hispcr. He ,,·as frankly puzzled. I-le 
hacl expected the Black Ha,,~I, to attaclt 
before this. Ile could ·not understand the 
delay. 

And e,,.en Lee himself, iron-nerved thottgh 
he ,Yas, 1\·as begi11ning to feel the tensio11. 

Never had the Black Ha\\·k displayed more 
ctlnning than now. 

Lee halted ab1'11ptly. The faintest of 
sounds had eome to him. A single splash of 
,v~ter, ns ~ight be ma.de by n man s,,;im­
m1ng. Or perhaps a fish of .some kind l1ad 
broken st1rf ace-- Lee was i11trigued. The 
Black Ha,\·k would not send l1is men ashore 
by st1ch means; he \\·011ld ttse ropes. There 
,,·ere plenty of then1. Besides, if there had 
been many men swimming, Lee ,,·ould hn,·a 
k110,,·n at once. 

It \\·as the all-pervading dark11ess which 
added to the m,ystery-wl1icl1 magnified in• 
significant bubbles into important matters. 

Nelson Lee shook himself impatiently. 
Confound it, he ,,_.as getting as jumpy as-­

And then be did actually jump. For a 
st1dden scream sounded from out of the black• 
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ness-tl1e terrified cry of a ,voma11 in da11ger 
or distre.ss. Arid the sot111d ca1ne fl'om the 
Jake. 

I111mediately follo,ving it there ,vas a Joud 
splash111g of \\,.ate1"-and tl1e11 sile11ce. And in 
tl1a t silcr1ce came a rustling ar1cl mt1r1r1u ri11g 
from tl10 township. All tl1e defenders 11a<J 
l1eard tl1e cry, arid every r11ar1 ,vas startled. 

Again it ca1ne, tl1is time 111ore fra11tic, 
n1ore piteo11s. A \\"01na11's screarn, so cl1arged 
,vitl1 terror tl1at Nclsor1 Lee fe!f his heart 
leap . 

.. Help!'' came a sobbir1g cry. '' Oh, l1eJp ! 
011, tl1ese fie11ds-tl1ese tortt1rers.--', 

Tl1e voice died a,vay as a, great splashing 
con11notio1~ took p1ace. 

'' No, no ! " came the f rer,zic<l ,~a ice again. 
'' You sl1a11't I 011, yott brl1tc-- Ilel11 I 
Help l" 

Nelson Lee 11ad already dashccl for,var<l; 
and lie had jL1dgcd his distance almost to a 
yarcl. He ,va~ ready to pit1r1ge i11to the lake, 
and his imagin,1t1011 ,vas active~Ho pictured 
some poor girl, trapped by the pirates, held 
011 the old crt1iser against l1er ,vill. She had 
ma11aged to slip into the \Yater, and 11ad bec11 
s,vin1n1ing; tl1e r11ffians had detected ~r, a11d 
had given chase, and no\v--'' 

'' Wl1ere are you?" called Lee sharply. 
On the deck of the Porto l\larlo the Black 

Ha,vk caught his breath in. 
'' By my bones! As I jtid_ged, '' he hissecl 

into Jonatl1a11 Betts' ear. ''The fool strides 
right i11to tl1e trap!'' 

Tl10 Ha,vk had heard n1any stories of Lee; 
he k11e,v of Lee's chivalry. And that 
'' ,von1an's '' scream had been en~ineered de­
liberately, i11 order to lt1re Lee 111to making 
tl1e rescue JJlu11ge. Tl1on1as Salt ,vas a 
ein1pleton, b11t l1is ability to imitate a 
,voma11's voice and a ,voman's scream was ttn .. 
canny in its cleverness. And round abo11t 
him, as he s\va111, ,vere a doze11 of Simeo11 
Harkc's desperadoes. And as soo11 as Leo 
shot1ld dive in--

'' IIcre-hcre 1 '' sc1·ean1ed tl1e trickster. 
'' Oh, good sir, l1elp n1e ! '1,hese brl1tal 
1nen--'' 

Thomas Salt brok:e off abruptly. He was 
treading ,vatcr 11ot far from the lak:e's side, 
a11cl he was doi11g his act ,v itl1 much satis­
faction. Bt1t l1is satisfaction, in a Hasl1, 
va11ished. 

For a ligl1t sudde11ly sl1ot ot1t from tho 
Jake's edge-a dazzling, clcar-Ctlt bea1n-and 
the t1r1cxpected11e.ss of that brillia11ce cat1sed 
Thomas Salt to blink a11d gape. 

On the Porto Marlo's declis the Black 
IIa,vk cursed. 

Ever1 he l1ad forgotten Nelson Lee's 
'' 1r1agic '' light. It \\"as tl1e 011e flaw in n11 

otl1er\vise ct1nr1ingly devised trap. 
Nelsor1 Lee I1acl been about to dive i11 

,vi tl-I<lu t flasl1i11g that electric torcl1; for l1e 
]1acl felt that it would be dangerous to sho,v 
such a light, and tht1s make himself a mark. 
But l1is qt1ick wits l1ad told hirr. t!1at it 
woul<l be e~-en n1orc dangcl'ot1s to dive i11 

bli11dly. 

He did r1ot actt1ally suspect a trick-he ,vas 
sufficiently decei\'etl to believe that a woman 
,vas actually i11 t11e \'later, and 1n a state of 
1-!ystcrica) terror. But, know ,ng the Black 
Hawk's ct1nni11g, Lee decided that tl1e r1slt of 
flasl1iz1g 011 his torcl1 f<Jr a 111oment ,vas justi-
fied. 1 

A mon1ent later he ,,yas laughi11g conten1p- ti 
tuously. 

For his ligl1t ha<l caught Thomas Salt jt1st 
as the 1nan ,vas talki11g. And round abol1t • 
him, swimming noiselessly, were numbers of 1 

• ' . ta 

--
...-:::; . 

ft·~ --

Boom-boooom l Lurid flames a.nd black smoke leap 
!ending pirates falling in all directions, screaming wi1 

the underground town spe 

ofJ1cr mc11. In that n1ome11t 1--'ee cot1]d not 
but adn1ire Salt's clever pei-forma11ce. Never 
l1ad he heard a man so exactly in1itate tl10 
screa1nir1g of a ,voman. There ,Yas 110 trace 
of tl10 falsetto in Salt's efforts. 

'' Not this ti1ne, my frie11ds l '' sl1ot1ted 
Nelso11 Lee n1ockingly. 

He l1ad see11 cr1ot1gh. As l10 spoke he 
s,vitchcd off his light.. His intention ,vas to 
dodge qt1ickly to 011e side, in case any of 
the pirates sl1ot1ld take act1on i11 tl1eir chagrin 
a11<l fury. Lee, by hia astuteness, had com• 
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11letely clefcatcd Sin1con Ha1·l~c'.s strategic 
IJla11. 

ll11t l11ek toolc a l1and i11 tl1e game. 
Even as the torch ,vas s,vitched off, <-111d 

,is Lee moved ra11iclly aside, one of the 
pirates h11rlecJ l1is sheath-knife. He l1urled 
it ,vith all his force, his arn1 ontflu11g from tl1e 
,vater, at the spot ,vhere Nelson Lee l1ad 
bee11 standing. 

But J..,ee ,vas 110 longer there. 
The luck of tl1c thir1g Jay i11 tl1e fact that 

, tl10 1r1a11's ain1 \Yas atrocio11s. Tl1e knife 

--

I 
4 

--

. (/// ~! r / I 1 
J I I I I • I • I 

, from the gun ml1zzle. The explosion was terrific, 
~ fear. But away across the lake, straight towards 
I the shrieking shell I 

fle,v yards ,,Ticle a11c.l it fot111<l its target! If 
I.Jee l1ad remai11ed i11 his original positio11 l1c 
,Yot1ld ha,Te been safe. But he moved, 

- a1Jpnrcr1tly to safety, an<l the pirate's bad ai1n 
cat1~ecl the disaster. 

Thud! 
The hilt of the sl1eatl1-l{!1ifc str1.1ck Nelson 

Lee on the forehead. It ,vas an ugly blo,v, 
bt1t Lee, on the ,vl1ole, ,vas lucky. Ho might 
jt1st as easily ha,Te been struck by the knifo\; 
poi11t-a11d that ,vould have mea11t death. 

As it was, the great detective staggered, 
n101ne11tarily o,Tcrcome by the shock. His 

ser1ses ,vere reeling; he l1ad the scnsatio11 of 
,vl1irling rou11d. And tl1c 111er1 i11 the JaJic 
bel1cvi11g tl1at tl1eir rt1~c had fi1iled ,vere no,; 
s~vi111ming frar1tic,illy back towards tl1e Porto 
l\Iarlo. 

At the sa1nc tin1e, Tom S\\"U)1 I1c a11d a 11u1n­
l)er of other settlers \vere rttr111i11g 011t fron1 
tl1e to,vnship. Tl1ey had seen Lee's plig·i1t, a11,l. 
belie"-i11g tl1at son1e 1nir1or actio11 \\·as talci11g 
})lace, they ,vere cag(,,t to joir1 ir1 the f1·ay. 

N elso11 Lee took ,vl1at lie believed to be a 
.c;te1) back,vards; bt1t he ,vas s,vayTing like a 
<lrtinken 111a11, and l1is foot slitl1cre<l over tl1e 
edge of the rock. Ile tried to pull hin1sclf 
back, b11t his ,vits ,vc1·e still badly scattered. 

He overbalanced, clutched J1e]p1cssly at 
tl1e air, nnd fell. 

Splasl1 ! 
He l)!tt11ged ir1to the water, a11d the suddcr. 

shock: did m11ch to revive l1in1. The pil'ates, 
J1earing tl1at on1inot1s plunge, understood. At. 
least., one of tl1e n1e11 t1n<lerstood, a11d he Vf as 

' tl1e "Ina11 ,vl10 hacl flu11g tl-1e k11ifo. 
. "Faitl1, tl1e dog has fa.II en!'' he exclairnect 
e:~t1 it('rJiy. "lfy ai111, then, ,vas trt1e! \\""o 
l1ave }1j111 !'' 

I.1il~e a fisl1 l1e turned 111 tl1e ,vatcr a11cl 
ct)T.t"1111e11cecl s,vir11ming hack. Others foJlo,ved 
J1is example. Tl1ey could clistinct]y l1car the 
ciplashi11g of the ,vater as Nelson Lee plunged 
11botlt, clt1msily s,vim1ning. 

Tl1nt ,,·as the pity of it. Lee himself ,,·as 
as agile and as noiseless as an otter-normally·. 
But 110,v he ,va.s fighti11g for conscious11~-,s­
His hl''nd l1a111mcred ago11isingly. A11d tl1e11, 
even ,v hile Le ,vas still cJistressed, me11 st1r­
rot111ded hin1 i11 tl1e black ,vater. 

'' lla5tcr Lee-liastcr Lee!'' 
It ,vas Tom S,,·nl'·nc's \~oice, and tl1e stu1·fJy 

To1n could riot have serve,J. Lee 1nore ill, 
Jittlc tl1ot1gl1 l1e realised it. For the detccti,-e, 
i11 his ben1t1sed state, thinking that the voice 
had come from somebody in tl1e lvater, 
a11s,vered. In tl1at da.rk11ess he ~1ight "·ell 
ha~Te ~l1pped a,va:y, in spite of tl1e great 
da11ger. Bt1t ,vl1e11 l1e spoke l1e sealed l1is 
ovfn doom. 

'' It's a 11 right, Tom ; I' 1n oo t t er 11 o ,v, '' 
mu t tc!."e<l Lee. '' ,, ... I1ere are yot1 ? So1netl1i11g 
l1it me, a11d--'' 

' '" By rr1y sir1e,vs," hissed a voice near nt 
I1~·,11d, "'tis l1e-'tis Lee, the traitor!'' 

'' Seize l1im ! '' n1uttered a11otl1er voice. 
A great commotion broke ottt in tl10 ,'fater. 

The pirates, recognising Lee's voice, not 
r,11ly surrot1nded him, llt1t ~eized J1im. An(l 
Tom S,vayr1e a11d many others, sensing that 
tl1ere \Yas peril fc1r tl1eir ieatler, 1)ltu1g·ed into 
t.hl~ lake. 

Then the cor1fusion becnn1e ,vorse. 'II10 
dark11e.3s ,vas fatal. '1,01n S,vayr1e a11d Iii:; 
111c11 11lu11ging abot1t in tl1e ,vatcr, mistook 
011e a11otl1cr for enemies. Tl1ey grappled witl1 
<.1110 ar1other. They fot1gl1t, a11d it ,,·as so111e 
minutes before they appreciated their e1·ror. 

A11d, n1ea11,vhile. Nelson Lee, l1elpless i11i 
the grip of half a dozc11 n1cr1, ,ras being 
tali:en to,vards tho Porto :\Iarlo-
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CHAPTER 8. 
Watchers in the Darkness. 

Exasperat,ingl~· enough, the detecti,re had 
110,v completel)' rcco1lered. Ile had shaken 
off tl1at dttllness ,rl1icl1 had so hampered l1i111. 
But it ,vas too late. Strong hands \\"ere grip- ''THERE'S no dottbt abottt it, )·ott fel• 

h . 1 lo~vs ,,ye've got to get b11sy." fJing at l1is nrlllS and 15 cgs, and he ,,rns • 
bei11g tov.·ed thro1tgh the ,,,.ater in the midst Lord Dorrimore spoke decisivel}"'• 
of J1is enemies. He ,vas as helpless as a log. He ,vas squatting in front of or1e 
,,~hen he did sti•ttggle, a great fist lttnged of tl1e httts i11 Stoneto,\·n, and \Yitl1 hi1n 
out and cat1ght hiin on the f;ide of tlie face. ,,yere Umlosi, Nipper and ·Handforth. 'fl1e 
Iz ,vas such a blo,v that Lee's ,vits ,vere girl, Ama11da, had been placed in the car, 
ngair1 Jialf scattered. of some of the Islander ,,sromen, and she \Ya~ 

110\v sleepi11g sufel~". 
'' Al1oy ! Ahoy!" softly cnllc<l one of Lee's Tlle~c ,vas no orgy in progress. Night J1ac-I · 

captors. corne, n11d Sto11eto,vn, for tl1e n1ost part., ,,·as 
For in the St3-·gian blackr1f\ss tl1e 1nen ,,·ere· qttiet. In the big, central space a great fire 

ttncertain as to ·their ,,·l1ercabot1ts. Tl1ey bttriied, and its fiickcririg light sent Io11g, 
had lost tl1eir se11s~ of di.rection. grotesqtte sha(lo,,,.s in all directions. Sqttat· 

'' \\
7ho calls?'' came a rot1gh voice from ting i11 front of the great stone ht1t ,vas 

sing11larly· near at l1and. Horatius himself, and lie "·as flanlced on ' 
'' Arc ye friend?'' called Thomas Salt. '' ,\.7 e eitl1er side, as before, by 8JJttrit1s LartitlS 

l..:no\\· 11ot ,vhicl1 ,vay to s,vim--'' and Herminit1s. Nt1mbcrs of t.he other 
"Faith, is that :you, Thomas?'' islnr1ders \\"ere taki11g tl1eir case i11 front of 
'' Aj-e ! ,,.,e l1a,-c the traitor ,vitl1 us--'' tl1eir o,vn h11ts. 
'' Tl · l k ,, ·d 1 · Tl10 cv·ening meal ,\·as o, .. er. The guests 1en :ye are 1n t1c -- , sn1 t 1e votce. 1 l k h -1 f h f d h d t 

,, C(,.ne-this ,,,ay ! Ye .. are close against the 1a< parta ·en . cart1 y, or t c oo a no 
]acldcr. Here, one of ):"Ott n1eri, husteii aricl l>een unpalatable. I ... orcl Dorrimore badly 
j 11 form l\1aster Harke--'' ,,·a11ted to s1nol,e, bt1t l1e thol1gl1t. it ,\·iser 

not to do so. It ,vas quite possible that tl1e 
'' I r1eed no informing, fool!'' came tl1e 

Black Ha,vk's ,·oice fror11 somc\vhcre above. 
'' Tl1ink ~ye I l1a \·e no ears? Let tl1e men 
come aboard.'' 

1~11ere \\yas a co11f used S0ltl1Cl of men clt1tch .. 
ir?g at fl1e ladder; heavy breathi11g; a mttt­
tcred curse or t,vo. Arid, fa1~t}1er on t in tl1e 
,vater, a big comn1otior1, ns Totn S\V8)'ne and 
t~c otl1er defenders sougl1t ,·ain)y for Nc!s011 
Lee. 

T,,,.ice d~1ri11g tl1e brie £ jot1 r11ey 1.1p the 
crt1iser's ladder, Nelson - Lee uttem1Jted to 
break frf'e. Tl1e first time JJe r1early suc­
ceeded. I-le '\\~rencl1ed l1in1self from the grasp 
of l1is captors, he plt1nged out,Yards, and 
\\·oulcl, i11deed, ha v·e gone ir1to tl1c ,•later. 
But lie crashed into a ma11 belov.', unseen 
in tl1e d11rk11ess. Tl1is 1na11, cttrsing ,vildly, 
grabbed at the ir1visiblo object ,vhich had 
strt1ck him. N clso11 Lee ,vas ha11led tip 

,tgair., a11d 110w tl1e pirates grip1Jed J1im with 
a ferocity. ,vhicl1 111ade him ,vi11ce. 

He ,,~as half-dragged, half-carried to tl1e 
· deck. Near the top l1e st1·t1ggled ngain, but 
l1e ,Yas quickly st1bd11ed a11d flttng forlvard 
11por1 the deck. lfcn fell t1pon him, hold.: 
i11g him do\vr1. So heavy ,vns the mass of 
Lr11tnl ht1mnnity tl1nt tnost of the breath 
,,·as knockecl out of I.4ec's body. 

Islanders ,vou1d tt1r11 against l1im, dccrning 
l1im to be s01ne ki11d of· devil. 

'' It's a black nigl1t, '' co11ti11t1ed Dorrie, ns 
he stnred ont be~·ond tl1e range of tl1e big 
fire. '' ... l\.n' if it's dark ttp l1ere, 011 the islar1d 
top, ,,·hat mttst tl1c darkness be like in tho 
ea \""ern ? ~' 

'' And the gt1 v'nor's there-in danger!'' 
said N_ipper impatie11tly._ 0 Yo11're right,.,sir! 
\Ve',~e got to do something. Bt1t ,,·hat ? · 

'' 11icrc's no t1rgcr1t l111rry·, lad," said hia 
lordsl1ip gently. '' Night has only jt1st fallen, 
and tl1at ct1r, Si111eon Harke, i.s 11ot lil~el.r 
to co1nmence atl}" fire,,·orl\s :yet a,vl1ile. '' 

'' 1.,l1ot1 art optimistic, as ever, N'Kose, '' 
said Umlosi d;snpprovi11gly. '' Tl1inkest 
tl1ot1 that tho enc-m)'· \\·ill dally·? \\" a11 ! ?\.Jy 
s11alce tells me that U 1ntagati, tl1e ,vizard, i.s 
in da11gcr. Thou has fo11ncl a \\'ay tl1ro11gh 
irito tl1e great cavern; therefore, let t1s take 
tl1at ,va~'; a11d, ft1rther, let us take it at 
once.'' 

"I'll have a chat ,vith Horati11s, '' saicl 
Dorrie, 1·isi11g to l1is feet. '' This is tl1e most 
infcrr1al job I ever tackled! I dot1bt if he' 11 
get my 1neanin'; an' e,·en if l1e do£'s get it, 
it's a11y odds thnt l1c'll reft1se to help.'' 

'' Tl1ere's notl1ir1g to prevent tts goir1g alone, 
is tl1ere?" as lied NirJpcr. '' T.hcre are folir of 

'' \Ve l1a ve .h in1, Sir Cl1ief ! " gasped 
the drencl1ed me11. "\V c l1n ,·e l1in1 
ber1eath us. •t 

d 
__ ,, 

one of llf, nn 
''If the \vorst come~ to tl1e ,vorst, '\\·e~ll 

here- tackle the job alo11e, '' i11terr11pted Dorrie. 
'' B11t I vvas ratl1er kef\n on takin' a relief 
force with me. TJ1ese Islanders arc he£ ty­
and they're migl1ty fighters. Besides, thi11k 
of tl10 moral effect? Tl1ink of the paral~·tic 
fits tl1e Ha \\"k's 1ne11 ,\~ill ha,l'o ,vhen the~ .. see 
hordes of tl1e ' Beast :ttlen' bearing do\vn 
ttpo11 them I'' 

'' 'Tis good!'' cnn1c tl1c Black Ha,vk's 
gloating ,·oice. '' Sec11re him well, and ther1 
carry hitn belo,v to n1y o,v11 cabin. Did I 
11ot tell ye that 1ny plar1 ,vot1ld work?'' 

He ,vas co11grat.ulating himself ,vithotlt 
cause; for l1is ct1nning plan l1ad, i.n fact, 
failed miserably .. _ Not for a moment had 
Nelso11 Lee been tricked. It ,vas tl1e 
ntrociot1sly bad aim of an enraged man 
,vl1ich had brought about Lee's cnptt1re._ 

'' By George!'' breatl1ed Handfortl1. '' If 
onl~· yot1 can pers11ade tl1em to help, Dorrie!'' 

Lord Dorrimore did h~ ~best. He ,,·as ex• 
asp~rated b~· his i11ability ~ talk to the chief 
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of the Islander tribe. ~e CO}tld only tr~st 
to his eloquence 1n 1nak111g signs. Horat1t~s 
,vas very patient, and.. he _watched. Dorrie 
closely. In attendance,~pur1t1s Lart1us and 
Herminius watched, too. Others of the 
Islanders gatl1cred rot1nd. . 

Lord Dorrimore ,vent int<? claborat~ details; 
}ie pointed to himself and his companions, and 
-then he indicated, by signs, the tunnel, a!1d 
he counterfeited the waterfall. And. ~y dint 
of pcrsevera11ce, he even made Horatius U!1-
de11,tand that the ,vaterfall cot1ld be passed 1n 
safety. Dorrie pointed to numbe1-s of the 
Jslar1ders sho,vir1g that he desi1·ed tho rncn 
to accompany the expedition. 

It ,vas a Ion« job. 
But, by degrees, Dorrie tr~um~hed. He 

made himseif t111derstood. His friends ":ere 
in peril; help ,,tas 11eeded. ~e, Horatius, 
cottld supply that help. Dorrie \\·anted a 
large nt1n1ber of men, and perhaps there 
,vould be fig·l1ting. 

Consiclcrinrr that not one ,vord passed be• 
t,vee11 them," it \\"as a11 absolt1tc tri11mph !or 
the sporting peer. for, as soo~ as Horat1t1s 
did 11nderstand, he Jabbered qt11ckly~ and ho 
wa,led his arms, giving all sorts. of. orders. 

And the adventurers, to their JOY, soon 
sa ,v a ht1ndred men, stro11g, collecting ;n 
colttm11 form. And every mnn ,Yas armed 
,vith some lcind of stone ,vcapon. It was 
clear that Spurit1s Lartit1s ,,~as placed in com­
mand of the column. Horatius himself, being 
1nindful of his responsibilities, elected to 
1·emai11 in Stonetown. 

' '' It's just mar,rellous, Dorrie,,, said Nipper 
breathlessly. '' They 11ot only understand, 
but they're coming with us! Do you think 
tl1ey really kno,v "·l1at ~1'0ll menn? \Viii they 
consent to come into th-e tltnneJ, and pass 
beneath the waterfall?,, 

'' They'li come," replied Dorrie con!ident]y. 
And soon, ,vith many torches Haring, the 

~nti1·0 party started do"·n. the steep zigzag 
path,vays of the great ravine. -

It \\"as an impressive sight. Nt1mbers of 
the other Islanders came to t-he edge of the 
gully to ,vatch-inclttding many of the 
,vomen. Amanda Peterson ,vas there, too. 
Indeed, she had begged of Dorrje to let her 
go; b11t Dorrie was firm. This was n? \\·ork 
for 9a girl! She ,,~as perfectly safe with tl1c 
Islander women, and, if the expedition \Vas 
st1ccessft11, she ,vot1ld soon be informed, n11d 
thc11 it \Yo11ld only be a matter of time before 
she was restored to her people. Ar1d Amandn, 
being a sensible girl, sa,v the ,,•isdo1n of Lord 
Dorrimore's arguments, and she no longer 
pleaded. 

'' 'Tis well N'Kose !'' rt1mble<l Umlosi, l1is 
' h ,, eyes aglo,v. ''\\7e go on tl1e ,varpat ! 

'' Yes, vou bloodtl1irsty old blighter!" said 
J1is lordship. '' Yot1',Te been ,vai t.in' for this 
for clays, haven't you?,, 

''My snake tells me, my father, that there 
,vill be a gren t battle.'' 

'' \Vell, that snake of yours-,vhich is rcall~l 
:vottt instinct-is ·generally right,'' admitted 
Dorrie. '' Let's hope the battle goes in ot1r 
f avot1r, old f rier1d. '' 

He turned to Nipper. 
'' l'1n not goin' to make use of these 

Islanders at once,,, he explained. '' It wot1ld 
be a bad mistake to take tl1em all into tl1e 
ca·vern straight away. First of all we m11st 
do some scoutin', and see how the land lies. 
A11d that ,vill be all to the good, for Spurius 
Lartius ,vill 11ot be ttnduly alarmed.,, 

Dorrie l\.M right. When, at length, the 
expedition reached the grassy hollow at tho 
bottom of the gully, there ,vas a halt. Dorrie 
made signs to Spuri11s Lartius, indicating thut 
h~ desired tl1e Islanders to remain here. 011Iy 
Umlosi and himself \\·ot1ld go forward it1to 
tl-.e t11nnel. . 

Nipper and Handfort.11 stood watching ancl 
listening. It was rather a par1tomime, for 
Dorrie, as he made tho various signs, spol{e, 
too-. He kne,v that the Islanders cot1ld not 
Ut!derstand, but it helped him. 

''()h, is tl1at eo ?'' mttrmured Nipper, givir1g 
Handy a keen glance. '' So Dorrie a11(.l 

U rr1losi are goi11g throt1gh the tunnel alo11e ? 
'11l1e Islanders are to be left here, in camp­
!c ft here 11ntil they're l\·anted ! " 

'· _\nd ,ve're included,'' said IIandfortl1. 
; 'Very fu11r1y ! Can't l~ott l1ear me laugl1-
ing?" 

'' It's a scream!'' said Nipper, ,vith a snort. 
Spurius Larti11.s ,vas quite relievecl ,vl1e11 

ho understood. IIe nodded repeatedly, a11d 
grir111ed. He and tl1e other Islanders ,vere to 
remain here, and, ,vi tl1out any f.t1rther c1ela~·, 
Dorrie t,1rncd to Umlosi, and they both 
started off into the cave, "l1 mlosi holding aloft 
a great Barning torch. 

"Just a minute,'' said Dorrie. '' \\~l1at n re 
yo11 kids doin' here? ,t 

He had disco,,.ered that Nipper- a11d Ha11d-
.forth ,vere witl1 them. . 
· '' \Ve're coming!', said Nipper firmly. 

'' l)o11't make m•e latigh !'' retort-ed his lord­
shiJl. 

'· \\ .. c'rc coming!'' said Nipper and Hand­
forth ill one voice. 

'' But, look here, my dear J•oung asses! Be 
ser.sible !'' urged Dorrie. •' U mlosi a11d I are 
goi11' scoutilll.. It might be- l1ours before 
ti1ere's any rejll action. You t\\"O stay here, 
an'--'' 

'· Yott can talk t1ntil yol1're bl11e in the face 
-t1ntil your ·vocal cl1ords become para~rscd," 
said :Nipper. '' Bt1t neither you nor Umlosi 
ca11 nrevent 11s co1ni11g, Dorrie. If yott do11't 
let Handy a11d I go "·ith you, ,ve'll ,Yait a 
bit, and tl1cn follo,v. '' 

I..JOrd D<>rrimore shrt1ggerl l1el1)lesslJ,.. 
'' 'fhat's the ,vorst of this ge11eration," flC 

grt11nbled. ''No respect for you1· elders!', 
''Rats!" gri1111ed Nirper. ''You know 

jolly ,vell tl1at yot1 co11ld11't leave t1s. bel1i11d. 
Do yott think I'm 11ot ,vorried abot1t tI1e 
gt1v'11or ?'' 

'' I'm only thinkin' abottt the da11ger·--'' 
'' Then forget it!'' grov.·led Nipper. '' "re're 

all i11 tl1is together!'' 
Ancl so, a mir1ttte later, t11ey ,vere a.d\·anc­

ing i11to t11e great tunnel, a11d the 1·oar of 
the ,,·aterfall ,vas becoming louder and loude!' 
iii, their ears. 

41 
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_.\t last, after ,,·hat seemed to be an inter-
111ir1able ,Yalk, they fo11nd the air, ahear:l 
of t.l1e1n~ filled ,vith 1nisty spray. Ilnndfortl1 
,\·as bttbbling ,vith excitement-for he l1ad not 
~vet seen t.he ,vat.erfall. Neither, for that 
i11ntter, l1ad lTmlosi; but tl1e great l(11tana 
chieftain ,,·as ns i1nmobile ns ever. 

'' Great guns!" ejac11latc-cl Ilandfortl1, l1is 
voi~e breathless ,vitl1 a,ve. 

·umlosi's flan1ir1g torrl1 }1ncl reYea1ecl the 
\\'aterfnll at the enrl of the t11nnel-tl1c g1·ent 
mn~~ o[ ,rater, falling sheer, fnlling, appnr­
entl:\·, into tl1c ho\\'els of the enrtl1. It \,·a.-; 
an i'inpressive sigl1t. 

''Rather ,vonderft1l, el1 ?'' roared Dorrie. 
'' ~'.lar\"ello11s, sir!" :yelled Ifandf ort.l1. 
'' Better dottse that lig·l1t, Umlo~i," ,•rent on 

Dorrie. ''I don't thinl, if; can be seen throttgh 
tl1e fall-bt1t \ve'll t"'tke 110 <'hnnces. After 
t 11is ,ve'll re1y ttpon ottr electric torcl1e3-nt1' 
l~Pe11 tl1em directed close to tl1c gro11nd. '" 

'' Bt1t.:.__b1tt ho,,· cnn ,ve get past tl1is fnll ?"' 
asl~ed Ilar1dfortl1, ir1 a mazerne11 t. '' There's 
not an inch of space a11~y,vl1ere !' · 

'''I1l1nt's all yo1.1 kno,v,'' replied Dorrie 
calrnlv·. 

lT11~losi bent tl1e t.orcl1 ·:igainst the rock: ,,,all, 
nnd it \\'M qttick]y f!~ti11gL1ished. 

''I'll go first!" eno11ted ]Jorrie. ''Yo11'd 
better come immediate)~~ nfter rne, U1nlosi, 
an<J tl1en ~·011, HandJ·-a11' Nipper ,,,ill bring 
11p tJ1c rear. Ile k:no,vs tl1c 1·opes, and so 
cfo I. Not tl1ut there's an,;· danger. Tl10 
rocl( patl1 behind the fall is as safe as Brook:-­
la11cls track.'' 

'l,,Jrch in hancl, the sporting peer \\"'n.11,e<l 
right up to tl1e face of tl1e fallir1g ,,·ater. 
Handfortl1 ,,·atcl1ecl fnscin:1tedly. Dorrie sttd· 
deti!.)t t11rned and vanisl1ecl amidst tl1c spra)'·. 
111 sir1gle file tl1c oth0rs follo\\·rd. l.T mlosi said 
nothing, bnt l1e ,ra~ vastl:y impressecl. 

And so tl1ey 111adc rapid progress, pns~i ng 
along tl1at ledge, ,vitl1 a ,,·et rock ,vn 11 on 
one side, arid a smootl1 n1nss of fa)Jir1g \\·at.er 
on the otl1cr. Soon tl1ey en1erged, a11cl 
alt-i1011gl1 tl1e 11oise ,,·as ns deafening as e,-cr, 
tl1(ly J~ne,v tl1at tl1e~" ,v0re 110,, .. ill the 01lc11 

air. Yet it ,,·as as blacl, as !Jitcl1 all abot1t 

~~--~_-;::;._;~"'11(
1
.,.,\ ., \\.'.'l1at is tl1e m)rstery tl1at st1rrou11cls 

n1111j!j ii• 1\Iick, a ~ipsy boy _who, by his gre~ t 
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them. Neyer in their lives~ had they e~- cavern, was nct1te. Something ,,·ns bre,,·ing-
perienced st1ch dark11ess. E or, from this and something ·t1gly. 
angle even the stars cot1ld not be seen ove1·- 'l1h1s absolute blackne·ss cottld only mean one 
head' in the ''crater'' opening. thing. Both sides ,vere waiting.. The B!acl{ 

'' Don't like the look of it,'' muttered Lord Hawk and his men were either preparing for 
Dorrimore. an attack, or guarding then1Sel,·es against an 

Nobody else heard him. He ,vas, in fact, attack from the other side. The Settlers, 
speaking to himself. The blackness of the "·ith Nelson Lee in command, ,,,.ere probably 
cavern, he ,vos convinced, portended trouble. entrenched in the township. Friend and foe 

The others \\·aited. Dorrie had switched his alik:e were waiting in the darkness. 
torch off, and in the blackness, nobody dared "I don't like it, Dorrie it makes me feel 
1nc:ve a foot.. It was a rather terrifying ex- all qt1ivery do,vn the spine,' 1 ,vhispered 
perience, ,vith the spray splashing over them, Nipper, clt1tching at his lordship'a arm. 
i1nd with the thunder of the falls dr11mming '· 'l,l1is sile11ce and dark11ess means that every­
into their ears. . thing is quiet-b11t I'd rather see tl1ousands 

Then a ti11y circle of light appeared on the of glaring lights, and hear the tumult of 
t"ock, not far distant. Lord Dorrimore was battle.'' · 
bending down, holding his torch close to the '· So \\~ould I,,, gro,vled Dorrie. '' There7S 

rocks. Carefully, he picked his way to a nothi11' more nerve-racking tha11 inaction, 
lo,ver ledge. There he ,vaited, his back to e,specially l\"hen the opposin' sides are hidde11 
the great cavern, ~ho,ving the light down.. by da1·k11ess. I've experienced something of 
,vards. Thtts, the others were able t.o climb the same kind in tl1e depths of the jungle. 
do,vn in safety. So it \\"ent on. The distance To be uncertain, to be on tl1e constant qui 
\\"as not so great. Dorrie ,,,.cnt first, picking , ... i,·e, to kno,v that the enemy is near,· and 
his way witl1 infi11ite care. The others waited perhaps cra,, .. lin' nearer-that's a test for the 
1111til he had reached a certain spot, tli~ strongest ner,·es. '' 
Dorrie ,vo11ld turn and hold ·the light do,vn. ''\\1ell, let's be cloi11g son1ethi11g,'' sai<l 

B:y doing this there ,vas little or 110 danger Handforth, "?hose heart ,vas tl111cl(li11g. '' My 
of the torchlig}1t being seen from a distance. ner,·es are getting a hit jumpy alrcacfy ! l\I;· 
Dorrie realised that ev·cn the smallest light only sainted attnt ! There's-tl1cre's a feeling 
1night be detected. It ,vas as ,,.,ell to take of brooding danger in the very air!". 
c, .. ery precat1tio11. As tl1ey ,valkcd on, folto,vin;gr Dorrie, they 

''I tl1ir1k \\"'e're do,vn no,,,.,'' he said softly.~ in1agined thnt lttrking figt1res · ,,·ere near to 
It ,ras possible to talk in ordinary tones them. It ,vas impossible to kno,""· A h11n• 

110,v. They had left the ,vaterfall well be- dred men might have been ,vithin a score 
.hind; they had descended the rocks diago.t1• of :yards, bt1t not one of the hundred could 
n!ly, and now, at last, they ,vere at the base. have been seen. Once or t\\~ice, when they 
Level grot1nd stretched "in front of them. brttshed against bt1shce, they jumped. And 

It ,vas ,vell that Lord l)orrimore had on 011e o~casion Ha~dforth·. ·'l\.Carly plunged 
!11emorised tl1e details of tho place. He couldl, ~eadlong into . the . r1\"er, a~~ he ,,·~s onJy 
see nothing 110,v-but his sense of direction Jt1st pt1lled aside 111 tl1e n1~k of time by 
,vas acttte. He kne,v 110,v they had descended Un1losi~ . . 
from tho ,vaterfall, and he kne,v that if they !Jorrie, by flash1ns: his torch close to tl1~ 
l<ept straight ahead on the Jand, they ,vottld g~·oun~ no,~. and again? ma11aged to l{eep his 
skirt. the great Vw'all of the cavern, and ulti- d1rcct1~n right. But 1t wasn't long before 
rnately ,\~ould reach the township. he feare~ that he had gone astray SOIJ!ewhere. 

· But that was not I~rd Dorrimora'a inten- The boat ,vot1!d 110~ ·be as far as this. ~er-
tion. He had seen, earlier, a small boat lying l1aps ~e ha_d.41111ssed 1t; he e,,.en beg~n to think 
amongst some reeds near the river-bank. Foi· t~at 1t n11ght ·be. 011 the other side of the 
this river, after the rapids flowed quite r1_ver. Bttt no_; his n1emory had not pln)·ed 
seclately through ct1ltivated tracts of land. him st1cl1 a trick. 
The rocks ,vere not so apparent here; mossy Then it occt1rred to him that the boat had 
ban1<:s lined the river, and there were reeds, been remo·vcd dt1ring the i11terval of time. 
just as in any English glen. 011ly the lake In that case they ,\1'ere ,vasting ,raluable 
itself ,vas girt by bare rock. mintttes ... Better to ha~e lcept to the cavel"n 

'''\Vhat are ",.e goi11g to do, Dorrie?'' ,vl1is- ,val I, and ,\-~orked their ,vny rot1n<l--
pered Nipper. _ '' Ah I'' mt1rmt1red Dorrie, ,,~ith tt11tolrl 

'' You'll follow me,'' replied his lordsl1ip. relief .. 
11 "1" c're not far from the river ba11k l1ere, an' He had blt111dercd against somethi11g, nncl, 
I can easily pick my ,vay to it. I can't see a crot1ching dow11, he flashecl his torcl1-and 
thing, of co11rse b11t I kno,v there's a boat ,,·as gladdened to see the dt1ll side of a 
]yin' on the bar1k abot1t half & mile distant. sqi1at ship's boat. 
Once ,ve get on tl1at boat ,ve shall be in a «' I ,,·asn't ,vrong, after all, then,'' m11r .. 
better fix, becat1s0 we can glide down the mt1red Dorrie. '' Lend a l1and, :you fellovls ! 
l"iver noiselessly. We shan't need any light, '!,here are oars here, an' everything. We'll 
eitl1er. On land 1ve shot1ld be more or less soon l1ave her in the \\·ate.r. After tl1at ,,'.'e 
baffled.'' sl1al] l)e more comfortable.', 

Dorrie appreciated tho need for them to ,,rith scarcely a sot111d they slid the boat 
approach in secret.. He had nn instincti\·e into the "pater, and ,vhilst Dorrie and Umlosi 
k110,vledge that the sitt1a·tion • here, in the l1eld her to tk9. bank, Nipper and llandforth 
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climbed in. Tl1e others £ollo,ved. Umlosi 
t;ecured tl1e oars, and the boat \\"as soon out 
in mid--'8trea:n, gliding gently d()\\PD to,vards 
tl1e central In ke or1 the ci1rren t. 

There ,,,as no need for Un1losi to row; he 
t1sed an oar for steering purposes. Slo\vly 
atld st1rely tl1e boat ,vas being carried on­
,va1·ds, and not a s011nd did it rnake. No,v 
n11d again it tot1ched the bank, either on 011e 
side or the other, for it \\'as impossible tll 
eee a hand's brcndth i11 any direction. . 

'11
110 adventurers l1ad lost all sense of dis• 

tance. They nil had a vag11e idea tl1at the 
lake "~as onlv a short dista11ce nhcad. 

' Ac·t11ally it v,as" tl1ree miles a,vay from them, 
and tl1crc ,vere many turns and t,vists in 
the river to he negotiated. They ,vere in a 
JJart of the cavern ,vhich ,vas ab.sol1ttely 
de'serted. 

'' l~ol{ !' • C'xclaimcd Nipper st1ddenly, ,,,.i t.h 
a catch in l1is ,~oice. 

But tl1c others had seen. A Jigl1t l1ad ap­
IJearcd far in tl1e distance ul1ead-a tiny, 
:}·el!o,,·isl1 glo,v, at first, nnd _it rapidly 
stl'e11gtl1e11ed ttntil it became a miniattire 
flare. It ,,·as low down, vague, n1ysteriot1s. 

Tl1en a similar light appeared near to the 
first-tl1en n third, a fot1rtl1, a fifth, and many 
otl1ers. E,·en at t.l1is distance the adventttrers 
cot1ld see a haze of srnoke arising ir1to the 
glo\\t cast by the ftnmes. 

'' They',~e set somcthi11g 011 fire!'' mtlt­

tered Handf ortl1. 
'' Look like it.,'' said Nipper. 
Bttt Dorrie l1ad binoct1lars to !1is eJ·es, and 

he shook his head. 
''Yott're both ,vro11g," he said. ''I can 

sec as clear as daylight t.l1rough these glasses. 
1']1ose lights are spreadin' all over the decli: 
of a big ship. Yes, she is the Porto Marlo." 

'' The pirate ship!'' 
''\ .... es," said Dorrie. '' Tl1ey're torches, I 

believc-flarin' torches, lilie the one Umlosi 
11sed as \\·e \\10ere coming do,vn tl1c tt1nnol. 
Bttt these mttst be bigger-an' they'1·e being 
fixed all o,l'er tl1e ship-I <'an ~ce men 1novin· 
abo11t, too. J"'ooks as if there'~ something 
doi11' at last.'' 

Umlosi, \\·ithoi1t receiving any instr11ctioru, 
had no\V got t\\ ... o oars i11to the ,vater, and 
\\"as pttlling stro11gly. Tl1at light in the dis­
tance, althottgh shedding 110 radiance ov·cr 
thie part. of tl1e country, serv·ed as n11 objec­
ti, .. e. And it \\"as e,·en possible to faintly 
detect the river banl~s-so tl1at there \\pas 110 

clanger of running into tl1em. '1,110 boat no,v 
progressed 1·apidly. 

\r agttcly through the ni r carr,e lhc S0\1nds 
of revelry. l\.fcn \Yere shottting a11d yelling 
,•ritl-1 lattghter. A gr~at comn1otion ,vas afoot. 
And tl1e ,,,atchers had not the slightest doLtbt 
that all this noise ,vas bci11g created by the 
Black: Ha,vk and his pirates. Either they hacl 
sec11rea a victory, or tl1cy ,vere on the point 
of iaunching a big attaclc. 

\"\7l1ate,,.er the reason, Dorrie felt tl1e urge 
to be as near to tl1e sce11e as possible. But 
11~ l-i:new that he and l1is companions held a 
l11g advantage. Their presence in the cavern 
l\"ai not kno,vn, and thus they \\'ere in a 

position to spring a dramnt.ic .surprise. Dorrie 
glo,ved in"rardly as he remembered Spt\ri11s 
I""artit1s arid his st11rdy v,rarriors ,\,,aiting in 
tl1e l1ollow, at the further end of the secret 
tunnel. 

As the boat dre,v nearer to the lalie, t.ho 
sce11e in the distance became clearer. It \\·as 
no,v obviotlS to the nak:ed eye that tho 
torches ,vere flaring on tl1e old '\\"arship. Tl1e 
vessel, indeed, ,vas festooned ,,,ith the ligl1ts. 
Ancl tl1e ,vatcr, all arot1nd, reflected the glo\V 
eerily·. 

'' llallo !'' snid Dorrie sttddenly. 
The boat., shooting for,vard, l1a<l left tl1e 

ri,·rr behind. The bar1k:s fell n,vay. Tl1ey 
,ve1·e already glicli11g ot1t 11pon the bosom of 
the lake itself. Bttt the~" ,,,.ere at the f11rtl1cr 
end of the ,vide body of \Va ter, arid still 11101·e 

than a mile from tl10 grotesqttely illt1minated 
ship. It ,vas strarige to see that comJ)ara• 
ti,·cly modern ,?essel, with its elaborate clec• 
tric ligl1ting eqt1ipment, lit by crt1de torches. 

'' This ot1gl1t to do,'' said Dorrie, after a 
,vl1ile. '' No,v, Nipper, I don't "\\?ant )·011 t<) 
c11t ttp 1~t1sty. Y 011're a sensible cap-and it's 
up to yott to be sensible no,v. '' 

'' '11hat depends ttpon what l',.OLl call being 
sensible,'' 1·eplied Nipper. 

''\Veil, l-.. O~t a11d Ha11dy m11st remain here, 
in cl1arge of tl1c boat. I'1n not boastin', bt1t 
I'll B\\"ear tl1at I'm a ·better S\\,.imrner tl1an 
l·ott are. And Umlosi's a darned sigl1t better 
than the lot of us.'' 

As l1e ·\\·as speaking, Dorrie ,,,as di vesting 
hire.self of so1ne of his clothi11g. 

'' llcre's tl1e \\Thecze in a nt1ts!1ell, '' he ,vent 
on. '' Umlosi and I are going ahead-in the 
,vater. It's safer. The boat might be 
spotted. No chance of it bein' seen l1ere, 
becattse it's beyond tl1e range of tt1e light~. 
If Umlosi and I s,vim, ,,·e sl1an't be in m11cl1 
danger.'' 

''Not from the pirates-b1tt ,vl1at of tho 
,vater itself?" asked Nipper qLtickly. '' Ho,v 
do yott kno,v t.hat the lake is safe? There 
might ba giant de1lil-fish l11rking in tl1is 
black ,vater--even sharks.'' 

'' Tl1ere migl1t be sea serp~nts, '' retorted 
Dorrie. '' Anyholl", l\"e're goin' to take that 
chance. Ready, old friend?'' 

'' Even so, N'Kose, '' 1·t1mbled Umlosi. 
Before Nipper and Ilandfortl1 co11ld mal,e 

a11y objections, a11d they ,vere qt1ite ready 
to do so-Lo1·d Dorrimore and Umlosi l1ad 
slid into the l\"ater, a11d ,vere s,vim1ning 
strongly· away. 

'' Vo1ne 011 ! " ttrged II an(lfortl1, grabbiug 
011e of tl1e oat's. 

''No!'' said Nipper. ''Tl1at ,vottldn't do, 
old man. Dorrie trt16ts 11s, and l\"e can't let 
hin1 do,vn. '\\re'll ,\·ait here for a bit-and 
see ,,·hat happeI1s. By Jove! I ,vish I knc,v 
,,,.lint all the noise meant. I can't see arly 
boats leaving that ship, can yot1? Tl1e 
beggars seem to be holding a jollificnt.ion of 
son1e l,ind-and tl1at's ,vhat makes it so 
ID}"sterious. They COltldn't ha, .. e gained any 
big ,~ictory, or ,ve sho1tld have heard tl1e 
noi~es of the battle._"· 
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l\Iean,vhile, · Dorrie nnd · Umlosi, close to­
g"t"'ther, ,vere s,vi1nrnir1g strongly and silently.· 
'~th~ "·atcr v.:as so comfortably ,varm that 
s,\i·ir11rni11g ,,·as a real pleas11re. Nearer and 
JH ►.arcr the pair dre,v to,vai-da the Porto 
i\larJo. Arid t}1cir presenre in the Jake, at 
sucll Q tirr10, \\'as 11rovi uential. 

CHAPTER 9. 
Nelson Lee Walks the Plank. 

cnl1n e:res tl1at they experienced a t,vinge of 
discon1fort. And they ,,·ere l1arclened cases. 

., Enough!'' snarle<l the Ha,vk st1ddenly. 
He stl"ode for,vard, and- for a moment it 

E-eemed that he "~a.s about to strike Lee 
l1r1,tally in the face. Btit IJee'e t1tter helpless­
ncsc; was ~o appare11t that Simeon Harke hesi­
tated, and his rage evaporated. He laughed. 
11proario11sly. 

'' l\.lay yotir marrows rot!'' he jee1 .. ed. '' And 
so, n1y frier1d, ye are the leader of the rebels! 
Stab my vitals! But ye have come swiftly to 
an end!'' 

S I:\IJ~ON HARKE ,vas offensive with •'-~t the moment, Harke, yott have the 
gloating satisfaction. 11pper hand,'> said Lee coolly. '' But let me 

As t1sual, he clain1ed all the credit remind you tl1at there are many sturdy men 
for the success of the rt1se. Nelson Lee rea<ly enough to call you to account--'' 

"·as captt1rerl ! \\',.hat ,vith the talking of the '' Bones and blood!'' brolce in the Black 
men, and tne general excitement, t.he Black 1-Ia,vk. '' lien, ye call tl1em? After sucl1 
Ha,vlt did not c,·en know that Nelson Leo 1·abbits have seen }~our death, think ye that­
had fallen int.o his hands by the sheerest tli~J,· will ha,,.e any stomachs for fighting?'' 
stroke of luclr. It \\·as a cruel flttke, for 
Nelson Lee, actt1al1"·, had easily seen throt1gh He 10stantly detected the s,vift look of con• 
the trick. " sternation which came into Lee's eyes. 

The det.ective, as directed, "Tas forced dO\\"D '' Ah, ye grow afraid, thinking, mayhap, of 
into Sirneon Harke's cabin. He was taker1 tlie doom· which awaits ye?'' · 
do,\~n a steep stair"'ay, along a passage, and ''No!'~ replied Lee quietly. ''It· n1ay sur-
then into the callin itself. pri~ you, Harlte, but I was not thinking of 

Lee ,vas perfectly calm. He knc,v qt1ite myI;e-lf-but of the unfortunate people yot1. 
,vell that there ",.~s little or no hopa for him, have so long tyrranised.'' • 
for it v;as ·virtt1ally i_mpossible for the Settlers '' They shall suffer to the full!'' growled the 
to rescue him. But he had not fallen into Black Hawk. ·'Every ringleader .shall have 
the enemy's hands throt1gh any folly or care- l1is head sliced f 1·om his accursed ·shoulders I 
les.sness of his o,vn. And Lee,. at heart. ,,·as Aye, and some of the womenfolk shall suffer 
somethi11g of a fatalist. the f11ll. penalty, too! But ,vhat think ye of 

'fhe cabin ,vas commodiot1~, and its fur• the hriiliance of my scheme?'' 
niture was still quite good. But thero was He laughed nt his own cleverness. 
a great litter every"'·here, an a~rtment .of '' llad I launched an attack u-pon the to,vn-
dirty crocl{ery, and the lil,e. Glasses stood ship ,vhilst y~u still lived, ~t~e .. re·bels :""Ottld 
on the table, too, and the air recked ,vith .~~~-e had you to lead them, ~~ continued. 
the ftimes of rt1m. For the Settlers had good Tv.ould have been folly. You h·ave done 
supplies of ra,v spirits, sec11red1 mostly, from n1t1ch to put heart into the fools, and your 
derelicts ,vhich came drifting, at long in- pre~ence ,vot1ld have been equ~l to the 
tcr-vals, into the Sargasso weed. Many of fitre11gth of a h_11ndred me~; Thus it was that 
these vessels in fact containe,J ,vond1-ot1s I plotted to seize l'·e first. 
prizes in th~ ,vay of food stores for tl1e N~lson Lee l1ad already arrived at this con-
Settlers. -. clt1~1011. • 

It ~vas ct1rio11s to see a crudely-made cand!e '' Wit!: yot1,, my pr~soner, t~e pro·blem re-
bt1rn111g on the table. Every porthole ,vas solves 1tseli, co11t1ntted_ S1n1eon Harke._ 
closely covered, so that no glimmer of light '' FQ~ you, ~laster J~ce, ,v1ll be pttt to death --
cot1ld emerge. The Blaclc Ha,vk himself ha,l so ail. can ~ee. And, by my bones, yo11r 
no great liki11g for the darkness, and \\·hile exec11t1on ,v1ll have a great n1oral effect upo11. ·· 
a ,,·aiting the exec11tion of l1is plan, ho bad th~ f!eoplc. Do ye not agr~e ?'' _ . . . t> _ 

remained here. 'Yottr strategy, Harke, 1s qt11te br1ll1ant, · 
'' Let the prisoner be. chained,'' he ordered sai,J Nel~on Lee~ with real a_ppreciation. 

harshly. ''Ye are bold at the ho11r of death!'' said 
Lee ,,·as ev!dently _not t~e first prisoner to the Hawk, staring. '' Even no,v m·y me~ 

be bro11ght into this cabin. For, fixed to prepare-a.nd ye shall have a death befitting 
one wall were a nu~r of chaips, with strong the occasion.'' He laughed evilly. ''Then, 
ankle and wrist clamps. They had certainly ,vh1le the ~~armth still reposes in your life­
not been there \\"hen this ~essel had been less body I shall attack. And victory, I vow, 
the pride of the Parazilian Naty. Nelson Lee will be easy. For the people "·ill be demora­
,vas forced against the wall, and the anklets lised, panic-stricken by the fate which haa 
and the wrist lets were crt1elly locked. befallen yo11. Thtts shall I regain fun con-

,, Now, lt·faster Lee I think we can talk trol in this cavern.'' .. ' 1n comfort," said Simeon Harke, ,vith a deep Seldom had Nelson Lee felt so exasperated. 
and evil chuckle. It wa.s an ugly trut.h, but Simeon Harl<e wns 

The. men retired. Only Jonathan Betts abso!11tely right. Lee did not doubt that be 
a~d Simon Lane remained. Nelson Lee, drip- ,vas to be beheaded-and in full sight of the 
P111g ,vet, gazed upon his capto1·1 with such brave men ,vho had rallied to his call. And. 
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l,:s cien t 11 '""011 ld 11nqt1c~i:ionably malte certain 
tl1ei r cle feat. 

''I am 11ot an t1nge.11erot1s man, 1
' \'rent on 

tl1c Black lla,\·k, potiring 11eat 1·um into the 
,,e.sselB ,vl1iel1 lay on the table. 1

' llere, 
Mast~r Lee! Ye sl1all drink! 'T\\'ill pttt 
co11rage ir1to yotl for tl1e ordeal ,vhich a ,vait:i 
~te. n 

''I am in no need of st1~h stimttlant to 
. '' d L give 1110 courage, retorte ee contempttl• 

ous1y. '' A man is no 1na11 ,vl10 cannot face 
such a ct1r us ;you, Sin1eo11 H,1rkc, ,vithottt 
ftinchi11g. Y Ott thi11k :yott l1a,,.e gained l-"Ottr 
"·ictory. Rut I ,,·ot1ld 1·en1ind l,YOll that I am 
not ~~et dead; I ,vottld fttrtl1er remind yott 
that you hav·e not ~~et gai11ed yo11r victory 
o,"er tlie peoples.. Perhaps tl1c cotlrse yot1 in­
te11d to tali:e \\·ill l1av·e an opposite effect.'' 

''\"\;hat mean ye, dog?~' demanded the 
Ha,, .. k:, \\·ith st1ddcn alar1n. 

'' Yott take it for grantC'd tl1at the people 
",.ill become demoralised,'' replied Lee. 
'' Ilo\,· do yott kno,,,. that they will not be 
filled \\"ith a gl"eat rage-·a burning enth11siasm 
to take your own blood, in l"evenge for 
1nine? It occurred to me, Si1neon Harke, 
that yo11 are a ma11 of mttch conceit. And it 
is said that pride goeth before a fall.'' 

'' AJ'e, pC'rchnt1ce the n1an is right,'' said 
J 011athan Bett.s t1neasil.v. '' 'Tis yottr O\vn 
idea that the peor>1e ,viii crt1mple itp. But 
v."ill tl1cy? Mayhap they ,vill be gi,,.e11 added 
stre:1gth--'' 

''Fool!'' snarled the Black Ila,vk. ''Yon 
take notic<', the11, of tl1is traitor's mot1thing? 

, He seeks bt1t to delay the iss11e, a,id to pttt 
d<Jttbts into ,rot1r ,,·oooen heads. 'Tis but a .. 
r11se to save l1is o,vn head ! '' 

And before Jonatl1an Betts arid Simon I.Ja11e 
rould make any comment, a 1nan appeared in 
tl1e door\\·ay. He v.·as Richa1·d Moore, an­
other of the Hawk's lie11tennnts. 

. "All is ready, Sir Chief!', he said, grin 
n1ng. 

'' Tl1ez1, by my bones, \\"e go!'' shotited the 
Ha,vl<. ''Bring t!1e prisoner! See t.hat he is 
safe] ,r chair1ed. '' 

• 
Nelson Lee smiled grimly to l1imself. It 

,,·as quite trtte that he had sot1gl1t to p11t 
do11bts into the Blacl< Ha,\~li's mi11cl; bt1t he 
l1nd 11e,,.er hncl any real l1ope thnt by sowing 
st1cl1 seeds he ,,·ot1ld delay tl1e crt1el fate ,vl1ich 
a \\·ai ted him. 

Hen,ry· cl1ains ,vere bro11gl1t, nncl af_ter I-'ee 
l1nd been released from the clan1ps, tl1e chai11s 
,,·ere festooned arour1d l1in1. 

Lee, incleed, ,vas i11trig11ed b~y the ,veigl1t 
and i1111nensitl" of tl1e cl1ains. Strong cords 
,,·ot1ld l1a,r~ bot1nd l1iin jtist as efficientl;.... llt~t 
110; tl1e Black Ha,vk: ,vas not satisfied unt.11 
tl1e Jlrisoner l1ad been chained from l1is 
sl1ot1lders to belo,r his ,vnist. Lee's arms \\"ere 
tl1t1s cl1nined to l1is sides, and l1e ,,·as so 
,ve:igl1tecl do,vn that ,valking ,vas by no means 
ea SJ". 

He \\"ns pttshed Ol1t of tl1e cabin, l1ustled 
clo\Yn the passage, and tip tl1e steps.. A11d 
\Yl1en lie e111erged t1pon tl1e deck, l1e sa,,T a 
great n11cl significant cl1ange. 

-- .-

No lo11ger ,vas the Po1'to 1IarTo ensl1rot1clt·d 
ir1 a!>)"SSrnal darkness. 

Htlndreds of torcl1es ,verc blazing on ev·ery 
part of the decks. Tl1e~y ,vere stuck out of 
gaps i11 tl1e iron,vork: the~,,r ,vere faste11ed to 
t.l1e masts. Tl1e ,vhole scene \\·as lt1rid ,,·itl1 
tl1e flicl,:eri11g glare. Smoke a rose i11to tl1e 
lJlaekr1ess of tl1e tlp}ler air, like tl1e fu1nes 
from ar1 i11ferno. 

Ancl standing abo11t on tl1e dcc],:s, ir1 their 
scores, ,\~ere Sin1con Harke's mcr1-ro11gl1, 
bearded ruffians, qt1air1tly attired, bare-footed, 
n11d all of tl1em ,vitl1 ct1tlasses hangi11g at 
their sides. A c11tthroa t cre\v, i11deed ! Pirates 
of tl1e old school ! 

A11il ,vith a qttick, comprehensive look 
rot111d, Lee sa,\' sometl1ing else. The distance 
f rorn the crtti~er to the lake shore was not 
gren t. lie cot1ld see the sl1ore distinctl~y ; tl1e 
light from the torches even shoy,·ed the rocl, 
defence ,,·all of the to\vnship. Men had , .. en­
tt1red beJ·or1d that ,val], they ,,1ere trailing 
do\vn to\,·ards the lake. There ,vere httndred!\ 
of then1 \\·atcl1ing-,vomen, too. And on all 
their faces there ,vere e~pressions of cor1-
sternntion, of f enr, of sadness. 

l?or it "·as generally kno,v11-by no,v-tl1at 
Nelso11 Lee ,vas in tl1e J1ands of tl1e Black: 
Ha\\rk. 

F;ven in this extremity, Lee. ,vas half afraicl 
that tl1e people \\"Otlld attacl~. If tl1e3.r at ... 
tempted ariy sucl1 rno,·e, they ,vot1Jd t111• 

dol1bted]y be defeated. For on this old 
crttiser Simeor1 Harke ,,·as safe. No nttacl,­
ing force cot1ld npproacl1 except by boat­
and any approachi11g boat cot1ld be s11nk witlt 
ease from the \"essel's decks. There ,,·011ld be 
nn appalling loss of ]ife, and an ovcru·helming 
defeat, if tl1e peov)e mafle any· organised 
nttempt to rescue their ne\\' leader. 

'' Bri11g l1in1 for,vard !'' came the Ha,vl,'s 
roarir1g con1mnnd. 

Lee \\'3S 1~eenl.}r a \\'are of his -lltlmiliation . 
His feelings, indeed, ,vere bitter. This, 110 
belie,·ed, ~vas the end-not only for hin1, but 
for the rebels ,,·ho l1ad made s1.1ch a ,:raliant 
Htte1npt to oYerthrow the tyrant. 

'' Listen to me, yo,1 sct1m ! '' thttnderc-d t l1e 
Illack Ha,vk, going. to tl1e , .. essel's side, and 
addres.si11g himself directly to the n1en on 
sl1ore. ''I have Master I. .. ee l1ere, a11d, so tl1at 
3''C all can see, l1e is no,v al)ot1t to be pt1t to 
death." 

lla,\·k:'s me11 \\·ere silent, and Lee disti11c-tl v 
l1eard a mt1rm11r pnssi11g tl1ro1tgl1 the 1nen oi·1 
shore. It \\'ent hack: like a \\·ave, it B,,·e1Jt 
throl1gh the to,vnship. Even the s01tncl of 
\\·orner1 cryi11g a101,cl, and sobbing, came fl.ont-­
i11g ncross tl1e ca,·ern: For sottnds, her£', 
tra veiled stra 11gel)·, arid ,vere ecl1oed and re• 
echoed. 

'' Tl1is 'man is to die!'' co11ti11t1ed tl1e Blacl~ 
Ha,,~k. his great ,·oice booming ot1t. '' He 
sl1all clie as mat1Jr anotl1er l1as die<l before l1in1 
-and ·before )-TOtlr e:res lie sl1all go to l1is 
d~om. In this ,vay shall ~·ott k110,v of my 
,,·ratl1. And )"Ot1 sl1a11 1(110,v, too, that "·l1cn 
I strike, I strike v;itl1 clendlJ" effect.'' 

He tt1rned, and gate some shar1J orders to 
l1is men. Nelson Lee ,,·as seized n P-ai!1, and 
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thrt1st forward upon tl1e de~k until he w~s 
. midsl1ips on the starboard side. It ,vas this 
!ide of tl1e vessel ,vhich lay parallel with the 

sl1ore. L h. h. h And no\v Nelson ee sa,v somct 1ng w 1c 
caused him to start. 

He expectell to see a great block, and a 
n1a11 standing ready ,vith an eno1·mous axe. 

B11t he ,Yas ,vrong. 
\\7hat he act11ally saw ,vas an object ,vhich 

a1111ost cat1sed l1in1 to blink "Tith incredulity. 
An enormot1s plank, lasl1ed to tl1e rail, and 
reacl1ing far o,,·erside. 

And in that mon1ent Nelson Lee fully ap­
preciated _the ttse of the heavy chains-th~se 
ehai11s '"?h1cl1 had been festooned arot1nd him. 
Arid once again 11e appreciated the Black 
Ila ,vk's c11n11ing. 

'' \V ell, I have faced death in many forms 
c1uring my career,'' Lee told himself. '' But 
11evP.r did I expect to n1eet my end after tl1is 
fashion!,, 

He ,vas, in fact, to ,valk the plank! 
Beheading ,,·as far too st.raightf or,vnrd to 

p1case the Black Hawk. That rascal \Yished 
to enjoj1 the spectacle of l..1ee, stepping 011t 

l1pon tl1at planl{, and going to l1is deatl1 
lJef ore tl1e es·es of all tl1e rebels. 

Ancl that Lee ,vould go to his death ''"as 
111e,·itable-for he ,vould sin·k like a stone, 
ar1d, no matter ho\v -he strt1gglecl, he kne,v 
t l1at he ,vottld never be able to free himself 
f ro1n tho5e tigl1tl~y faster1ed chains. 

''Now, ~laster Lee, what t.hi11k ye?'' jeered 
Simeon Harke, striding forward, and gloat• 
i11g insolently into Nelson Lee's face. '' 'Tis 
said that death by dro,vning is pleasant. Ye 
cannot say that I am a cruel n1an. I gi,Te 
ye a comfortable end!', 

The murmurin$"s £ rom tl1e shore had no\v 
increased; an increasing mt1tter became 
audible, and it S\Yelled up. and it resoJ,:-ed 
itself into the shouts of angry men. Tom 
S,vayne and Dr. Otto and a great 1nai1y 
o .. thers, bolder than the rest, ~Tere :Uppronchir1g 
c1ose to the lake shore, and they ,vere shaking 
their fists, and giving n1any other indication3 
of their rage. 

'' 'T,vould be as ,vel1. Sir Chief, to get it 
o,·er !'' said Jonathar1 Betts t1nea:Sily. '' The 
people gro,v ttnruly. ' 1 

'' Let th·em ! ,, snarled Simeon Harke. '' ,,-rl10 
cares? Blood and bones! After tl1ey ha,·e 
seen this dog go to his death, their ftiry \\"ill 
colla1Jse, and 'tis like they ,vill surrender 
,vithout even a fight.'' 

Yet he heeded Betts' "·ords. _ 
'' No,v, ?\faster Lee ,vnlk !'' he comma11c1ed, 

tttrning back to Lee. '' But ""ait ! Ye shal! 
be lllindfolded. '' 

''No!'' said Lee. '' I ,vill \Yall~ as I am.'' 
'' Ye ,vill ,valk as I co111mand ! " tl1t111dered 

tl1e Ha ,\~k. . 
He· ga,~e orders; 1nen came.,1·ot1nd, . ancl a 

great. cloth ,vas secured o,-er the t1p})er part 
of Nelson Lee's face. Tl1en he ,Yas set 
sqttarely on tl1e great planl{, so tl1at he faced 

The Romance of Man's Mastery of Speed! 
-·~ ... 

.... ,.., .• •.·· :i .... -

-:::::r: :'.\::{)~==~ 
'\\~& 

:::._. 
·=~:: 

Away goes 1Ir. !{aye Don, the world• 
famous racing motorist, in a 150 m.p.h. 
car tuned-up for ·an attack on a speed 
record. l\'Ir. Don is one of the team of 
experts \\~ho have written the intensely 
interesting articles, full of the romance of 
man's Mastery of Speed on Land and 
Water, which appear in the MODERN 
BOY'S BOOK OF MOTORS, SHIPS and 
ENGINES. This magnificent NEW book 
is crowded with hundreds of fascinating 
pictures, and well-,vritten articles whicl1 
tell of great achievements in things 
mechanical. It also contains four coloured 
plates. 

THE MODERN BOY'S BOOK OF 
MOTORS, SHIPS & ENGINES 

~ 

At All ATcivsagetif.tj, etc. .. .. - 7 /6 11lET 

. 

A Good 
Send-off! 

.r1_MO'fO• 

.. 



32 

the f t\Jl lengtl1 of it. And, ashore, there came 
a great hush. Men lYere \Vatching with horri­
fied fascination. 

'' Now-l\·alk !'' grated t.he pirate chief. 
Only for a moment did Nelson Lee hesitate. 

And in that brief space many of the pirates 
jeered and u-rged him on Vt·ith cutlasses. They 
thottght that their prisoner ,vas afraid. 

Lee gritted his teeth. He m11st sho,v the 
People of the lf ist that he l1ad no fear of 
death-even in this hideous form-or· they 
would be lost, indeed. A hold example from 
him, perhaps, might turn the tide.- Al read~,., 
the people hnd sl1own signs that they ,vero 
angry. Perhaps Nelson Lee's prophesy, 
11ttered down i11 the cabin, ,,·ot1ld become trt1e. 

He ,,,alked st.raight do,\~n the plank-calml~l, 
resoltttely, v-·itl1ot1t a falte1· in his footsteps. 
Ar1d ev·en the pirates themselves gazed ttpon 
l1im ,vith frank and open admiration. 

l-Iere ,vas a man ! 
\Vitl1011t the slightest hesitation J ... ee pacerl 

to tl1e p1ank's e11d; tl1e next step he tool~ 1net 
,Yith no resistance. lie plunged headlor1g 
o\-er the end. 

''Oh!" 
A great, long dra\\·n-011t gasp sottnded fron1 

tl1e Il1t1ltitude on the sl1ore; nnd from the 
IJirates came n \Yild sl1ont of exL1ltation-not 
11nmixed .\Yitl1 a,ve. 

Splash! 
Nelso11 Lee strt1ck tl1e ,,·ater; lie ,,-ent 

st ra i g ht in, ,vi th a gr en t s n1 o t 11 er of f oa n1 
spreading ot1t all around. 

:r11en the \\·aters st1bsided, they grew 
C'al1ner. bttblJles arose-on1ino11s h11bbles. 
4Nelson· J~ee l1nd bee11 carried straight do,vn­
clo,,·n, do,vn to the u11k110,v11 depths of the 
great lake. 

Si1neon l·larh:e flt1ng tip a great hancl. 
'' Ar1cl so nll traitors die!" he thttndered. 

--
CHAPTER 10. 

U mlosi in Action. 
'' N'KOSE ! See!" 

Umlosi and Lord Dorrimore, s,vim-
n1i11g side by side, ,,·ere still n con .. 
siderable distance from the rusty 

old crt1iser, ,vith itcs flaming torches. A con­
siderable distance back, no,v qt1ite invisible 
i11 tl1e gloom, lt1rked the boat co11taini11g 
Nipper and Hnndforth. It ,vns luck)~, per­
l1aps, that Nipper sho11ld know nothi11g of 
the grim drama "·hicl1 \\·as being enacted. 

'' What is it, · old friend?'' mttrmured 
Dorrie. 

He ceased S\\"imming, treading \\"ater 
.silently. U rnl0&i, by his side, wa~ nlmost ir1• 
,·isil,le, o,ving to the blackness of his skin. 
Ti1e great Ktttana ctaieftain lifted a hand, a1-id 
pointed. 

'' They send a man to deatl1, methinJ.~s, my 
father!'' he said. 

Dorrie, who hnd been concentrating more 
ttpor, getting close to the s·hip, than to see 
,v l1n t ,Yas talting place:- now conce11trated his 
at.ter1tion. And, for the first time, he sa,v 
the gre4tt plat1l,-a11d l1e sa,v, too, tl1e bouncl 

figtire of a man at the end 0£ the plank, wit-h 
manv other fig\.1res in the background. 

'' Ye gods and little fish·es !'' ejaculated 
Dorrie aghast. '' Are "·e livin' in the 
twentieth centt1ry-or the sixteenth? Tl1e 
bl:ghters are makin' somebody ,vnlk tl1e 
plan I,.,., 

'
1 I ha, .. e been told, N'Kose, tl1at. s11ch is an 

evil pirate ct1stom, '' mt1rm11red U mlosi. 
' 1 \,tau ! For once it seemeth that Un1tagati 
is incapabfe of exercising that wondroltS 
\\·izardry of his.'' 

'' Umtagati !'' almost yelled Dorrie. '' You 
don't mean-- Good glory! YotL're right, 
old man! It is Lee! Oh, gad!'' , 

Dorrie \\'as dumbfo1tnded. No,v t.hat 
Umlosi had told him, he -kne\\'. He recog· 
nised tl1at chained figure. Yes, it ,vas chained. 
-a11d the sig11ificance of the cl1ains l1it I ... ord 
Dorri more lili:e a blo"". Or1ce Nelson Lee ,vas 
oversidc, and plungi11g do,,,n., not.bing cot1ld 
sa,re hin1 from death! 

111 some ~·ay·, the detectiv·e -had fallen into 
the hands of the.enemy-and the Black Ha"·k 
,vas 1nttrdering him in the trt1e pirate st~yle. 

'' Con1e ·on!'' panted Dorrie. 
'' Nay, N'Kose-'tis a task for me!'' saicl 

Umlosi. '' Do thott hold th~yself ready. I go 
for,vard.'' · 

'' 'fl1at be hangecl for a tale!'' snapped l1is 
lorrlsl1ip. '' I'm going ,vitl1 :yo1t--'' 

'' Tl1ott art m·v friend, N'Kose-and this I 
ask as a fa,~ot1r !'' said Umlosi gra,·ely. '' Let 
1ne be the one. Tl1i11kest thou I shall fail­
,,·hen the life of Umtagati deper1ds t1pon my 
sk:i l l ? " 

And, ,vithot1t "Taiting for Dorrie to reply, 
lJmlosi ,vas go11e. He ,Ta11ished as thougl1 
h)' magic~ plt1r1gi11g straight beneath the sttr• 
face, at1d s,vi1nmir1g ,vith i11credible skill. 
And in tl1at second Lord Dorrimore kne\\"' that 
lJmlosi ,vas 1·ight. He \\,.as tl1e rnan for tl1is 
job! He ,vns bJack, nlmost in,risil1le against 
tl1e \\:oater, nnd, n1oreo,,.er, he ,vas ,vcaring 
practicalI~, no clothing. Tl1ere ,vas not one 
cha11ce i11 a thottsand that he ,,·011Jd be seen. 

B11t Dorrie, ,vith his ,vhite skin, ,vottld be 
rioticeable at once. l\:loreov·er, U mlosi ,vas a 
far better S\Yimmer-and he had a trick of 
div·ing-and s,vimming t1nder ,vater, ,,·hich 
,vas little short of 11nca11ny. 

Only once did Umlosi, as he "?as approach­
ing, raise ·l1is head above tl1e sttrface. He 
tpol{ 011e qttick look, and l1e \\"as satisfied. 

He ,,·as still a da11gero11s distance a\\·ay, and 
Nelson Lee ,vas, at that moment., half ,vay 
do\v11 the plank. U mlosi jt1dged his direction, 
his distance, and like a creature of the deep 
he clea,,.ed benent.h the surface, striking lo\\~er 
and lovrer, and diving do,, .. n diagonally at 
amazing speed. 

He s"·nm on pO\\'erf ully, and now his eyes 
were wide open. He ,,·as many feet belo\V 
tl1e sttrf ace, in1r·isible. 

He felt, rather tha11 sa,v, some object drop 
s,viftly in front of him. and as it \\"ent do\,·n 
it left a trail of bttbbles behind. 

Lee! 
,vith an almost, st1p~rhttmnn effort, Um1osi 

sl1ot do\,·11. Ilis l1ancls clL1tched, and \vith joy 
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in his }1eart he felt. chains under grip-and 
below the chain~ something warm a11d yield­
ing. Urnlosi t0t1k a firmer hold, and he knew 
that the weight of Lee's chained body was 
carrying him down"'·ards, too. But no 
r11att.er. 

He st1cceeded in placing one strong, mighty 
nrm right 1·ound Lee's shot1lders. rl,.hen he 
strttck ot1t with his legs, and with his free 
arm. Even now, U1nlosi ,vas thinking­
scheming. And he remembered the Porto 
liarlo, lying so near. He ren1embered the 
ht111dreds of men cra11ing o,·er the starboard 
sicle. 

Umlosi accomplished a great deed. 
He farced his way to the surf ace, his lttngs 

nearly bursting after his Jong immersion. 
Dttt, foot by foot, he was winni11g the battle. 
He was getti11g nearer and nearer to the life­
giving air. And, wl1at was more, owing to 
the strategy of his movements, he ,vas coming 
to t.he surface on the port side of the crt1iser I 
He had steered Lee right beneatl1 the keel 
of the vessel. 

A11d that "~as a matter of st1pren1e import­
ance. 

For ntl1en, at last, they broI~o ,vater, they 
both involuntarily gasped as they took in 
great ~uJps ot air. Bt1t there ,vas 110 man on 
tl1at side of the deck to see or to hear. 
Every man ,vas on the other side, watching 
the ,vater. And all were certain that Lee, by 
this time, Yw1 as dead. 

Yet Nelson Lee \vns not only conscious, bttt 
he had recognised his resct1er-and ,vas 
n1nazed. 

'' Umlosi !'' he whispered incredt1lot1sly. 
'' 'Tis well, Umtagati,'' n1t1rmured Umlosi. 

'' Thou hast passed thro11gh a great ordeal, 
b11t N'Kose, my father, is near at l1and, arid 
soon ,~le will be in safety.'' . 

Whilst speaking, he was s,vimming. No 
inan ever kne,v \\'hat that ordeal meant to 
Umlosi. Strong as he \Vas, the task of stlS­
taining Lee all but exhausted him... For those 
cl1ains ,vere a terrible weight. Yet U1n)osi 
S""am ,vitholtt a \\7 ord of complaint. Lee 
helped as mucn as he could-by using h~ 
legs. And prestntly, to their relief, they 
f ot.tnd another figttre in the water near to 
them. By this time they had reaohed a point 
some distance ahead of the Porto Marlo's 
bo,vs, and no eyes were turned in that direc­
tion. For a great comtnotion had broken ot1t 
11pon the shore. The people, infuriated and 
alarmed by Nelson Lee's fate, 1vere maki11g 
known their feelings. 

''Lee, o]d man!'' came a breathless ,vhisper. 
It was Lord Dorrimore. Instantly, he re­

lieved Umlosi of some of the weight. To­
gether they to-wed their companion away. 
Right t1nder the Black Hawk's eyes, Nelson 
I ... ee had been resctted-and there ,vas some­
thing glorious in that.. For Lee himself, in 
spite of l1is unhappy position, 1·ealist,d j11st 
\vhat it meant. 

For ,vhen he reappeared the effect upon 
the People of the Mist would be overwhe]m .. 
ing; and the effect upon the Black Hawk's 
cro,vd 'Nould be devastating. Yet nc,·er for 

a mon1ent did Lee forget that he o,ved his 
life to U n1losi. 

Dorrie knew that they co111d do nothing 
with the chains ,vhilst tl1ey ,vere in the ,vater. 
And Nelson Lee's helpless11ess went like a 
knife to the kinrl-hearted Dorrie,s heart. lie 
w~s q11ite cor1vi11cecl, ,vithout being told any­
thing of the story, that Lee had fallen into 
the e11emy's ha11ds throltgh no carelessness of 
his own. 

It \.Vas fortunate that Nipper and ·Hand­
forth, in their eage1·11ess, disobeyed orders. 
In fact, they had adva11ced slightly \\"ith the 
boat, taking the little craft as near as they 
dared. For tl1ey ,vere filled ,vith an ov·er­
w heln1ing cu1·iosity lo k110,v v;hat ,vas 
t.o,vards. 

They sa\v figt1res i11 tl1e '\\"ater-vagt1e and 
dim at first i11 tl1e distance. Nipper toolc 
t1p the night glasses, and his fingers shook 
as he focussed then1. For it seemed to him 
that there ,vere three figures in the ,vater­
and only t,,·o had go11e a way. 

'' The gtrv'nor ! 1 ' he gasped, ns he stared 
through tl1e glasses. 

,. Wl1at ! " ejact1lated Ha11dforth. 
'' Do11't talk-grab that oar!'' panted 

NiJlper. '' The:y',-e got tl1e guv'nor-a11d 
so111ething's wrong, I believe!'' 

They took the boat rapidly nearer, and 
Lord Dorrimore, seeing it approach, breathed 
a sigh of thank£ ulness. Very soon they were 
alor1gside, b11t it took them some little time 
to heave Nelson Lee, wetted as 110 was, 
aboard. Ni11pcr helped-and Nipper ,vas 
dumb ,vitl1 horror. 

'' It's all right, yo11ng 't1n-I'm not 
harmed,'' saicl Lee softly. '' I've had an 11gly 
experience, n11d I l1ave been neare1· to death, 
to-night, than e,·er before. It \\,.as Umlosi 
,,Tl10 sr1atched me back.'' 

Once in the boat tl1e task of removing the 
chains was 11ot so difficult. And at last Lee 
,vas free, a11d he etretched l1is li1nbs luxuri­
ously. He had s,vallowed ,·ery little water, 
a11d, in f net, he was practically none the 
,vorse for his startling aclve11ture. Ne,·er had 
he been more,r1n1. 

'' We mt1st go back,'' he said briskly. 
He spoke as though to himself, for he sud­

denJy gave himself a shake, ar1dz turning to 
Umlosi, toolc tho Kt1t.a11a chief's nnnd. 

'' Old friend, ,,·ords see1n so useless--'' he 
bega11.. . 

'' Thou art eure]y 1·ight, Uintagati, '' i11ter­
rupted· Un1losi. '' I beg of thee to say nought. 
For is there not n111ch \York for tts to do?'' 

And he S\Vept a l1and sig11ifica11tly to,va11ds 
the illuminated ship. 

''Yes, by James!'" said Lee. ''Tho Jla,vk 
thinks· I'm dead; a11d he and his hooligar1s 
are triumphant. They will no,v launch an 
attack upon the to,vnship-ar1d the people 
are full of consternation at my supposed fate. 
They may be filled with a new strength-a 
ne,v hatred against tl1e tyrant; bt1t it is moro 
i11 human nature for them to become de• 
n1oralised. '' 

He tt1r11ed abrt1pt]y to Dorrie! 
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"But I am amazed,'' lie ,vent on. '' Ho,v 
did ~·ou co111e l1ere, Dorrie-~"ou and these 
others? I ha,·c sl10,vn very little of 111y sttL·­
prise, bttt I ca11 asst1re j·ott that I am more 
or less be,\·ilclcred--'' 

'' It's a lo11g stor)", and it can ,,·ait," in­
terr11pte<l Dor1·ie. '' It's enoti_c5h to tell J.'OU 

that tl1crc's a great gt1ll,,. to the nortl1 of the 
island, n11d. at tl1e bot"tom of the gt1ll~ a 
tunnel leadi11g tl1rougl1 to tl1e big ,vaterfall 
here, in tl1e cavern. That's 110,v \Ye got 
tl1ro11gh. ,. 

'' Increclible ! H said Lee, stari11g into tl1c 
blackr1ess. 

-'' \Vhat:s moro, tl1c IslandC'rs-tl1e people 
)To11 have al,va;ys ki10,v11 a5 llenst l\le11-are 
trumps!" co11t.i111te<l Dorrie. '' rl,he)~ arc 11ot 
half so a11i1nal-likc as ,vc at first belic,·ed. 
What \\·ould l'·ot1 say· if I told )·ot1 that ,,·e 
had a hn11dred men, strong, ,vaiting for tl1e 
word to aclva11ce?" 

"I ,vot1l<i11't believe l·o11, Dorrie.'' 
'' \Veil, it's trtu~, ,vl1etl1er J'Olt belie, .. e me 

or 11ot," ~nid l1is loi:cL,hiJJ coolJj·. '' Tl1c~c 
goocl peo;Jle are t111clcr tl1e con1n1a11d of 011e 
Spttrius Lartitts--'' 

''"rl1at ?'' ejaet1latecl Lee. 
'' Tl1at"s not l1!s renl r1nn1e-that'~ ,,·l1at I 

C'nll hi111," explai11cd Dorrie, grin11i11g. '' Arl)"· 
ho,v, he's ,vaiti11g, arid \Ye',-c on l.Y got to 
send U 111lusi back, an' 11P cn11 lC'acl tl1e ,,·}1ole 
party tl1rough tl1e tn11ncl, a11d tl1e)· cntl joi11 
us.'' 

Nelso11 Lee ,vas ag·og. 
.. \\.r c~rc goi11g to give tl1e Biacl~ lia \\·k 

the sl1ocli of his life-!·~ 110 said hap1JilJ·. 

tramr>le<l ttnderfoot ! \Ve shall drive tl1ro1.1gh 
tl1e to,,·nship like a storm.'' 

His lieute11ants had th~eir orders, and thel 
,,,ere fl] I ir1g nttmbers of smaller ,ressels ,\'."itl1 
dctacl1mc11ts of men. Schooners, brigs, and 
tl1c like ,\·ere already· near to the Porto 
l\Ia t·lo. l\ler1 piled i11 to then1. Ev·erythir1g 
,vas bei11g do11e \\1 ith a btlsi11esslike grimnes..i;:,. 
Tl1c defenders, ,,·ho ,va tched tl1e operations, · 
felt inl1re a11d more that there ,vas no hope 
for tl1e1n. 

It had been expected by some that tl1e 
pirates ,vol1l<l atten1pt to reach the shore by 
sn1a l l boa ts. l11 tl1a t case they cottld easily 
l1a ,~e bee11 rept1lsed.. But these larger vessc ls 
,,·ere diffic11lt. to denl "'·itl1. Soon they ,vere 
coming across tl1e sl1ort ir1tervening stretcl1 
of ,vater. One after another tho vessels 
strltCli: the rock: ,,·all at tl1e Jake's edge. l\Icr1 
r>oured ashore, ancl soo11 the;,. ,vere forming 
tl1emsel,·es into a . forn1idnble force. Other 
sl1ips ca111c; more pirntes landed. In a \·ery 
sl1ort S})ace of tin1e the . Black Ha"\\~k's full 
n rray of men stood ready. And no\V some 
ot!1ers joined them, rl111ni11g up from the 
outski1·ts of tl1e to,,·11sl1ip. They ,vere de-■ 
serters-mcn ,vl10 ,visl1ed to throw in tl1eir 
lot ,vith tl1e Ha,rk. _ Tl1(\y ,vere traitors! 

'' AJ·e, ]ct them come!'' shouted tl1e Ha,vk, 
,vl1e11 he heard. '' l\icn ,vho come t1nder my 
bnn11er 110,v sl1all ha,"e ID)" fttll protection! 
'Tis the traitors I desire to pu11ish ! " 

Tl1e attack comn1enced. Sl1ottting at the 
to1J of t)1eir , .. oice.s, ru.11ni11g l1ard, the pirates 
cl1arged at tl1c rock ,·,·nlls. And so grim did 
tl1e~e .ro11gl1 men Uf)pear that the People of 
t lie l\list ,ra tcl1ed ,Yi tl1 an ever•i11creasing 
dread. L IGII1,S vi.ere op110arir1g. iz1 tl1e to,Y11~l1ip. 

Sueh 1ncr1 ns 'f 0111 ~ \\":t v11e an(I Dr. 
Otto, nri,l liiiicJrecl ~pii~i~ .. ~-,,·lio I-ia~I F RO.:\I tl1c ,vat(\rfall came tl1e rei11force-
bee11 leaders 11tltlcr Nel~on Le0 3 nir··iits 

gt1idnnce-did tl1eir tttmost to ,vork the l.T 111\osi had mil de great J1aste; and 
pcor>le 11p to a high 11itc·l1 of i11dign~tio11. - tliat lie l1acl beett st1ccessful i11 ~ersuad-
But tl1ey cot1l<l see, fron1 the ,·ery fir~t, tl1nt irig Spurius Lartitts arid Jiis nien to ncconi­
tl1e 1noralc of the d£·fc11ders ,Y,!s s1r1asl1e<i. panv lliltl \ra~ ~elf e,·idcnt. For tl1e Islander~, 
'l1

l1e ma11 V\·}10 hacl lt"\cl therll so al)l~- \ra3 J"Ll"\r,~ot,~ <luritig tile passage bcl1ind t.he 
dead. 1,11c Black Ha\Yk l1ad once agairt ,,·aterfa.11, ,~·ere no\•, fillecl ,vith fresl1 confi-

fi
proh\'<;'_d ~is supremary. \Yhat was i he good of dcu(·e a~ they found themselves upon solid 

g ting • · gr<.>°u11d. 
A dreacl S}Jirit of•\ tiefC'ntisn1 o\·er\Yl1el1r1r{I 

tl1em. Tliey ,vcrc b~nte11 bi::fore at\y battie l3y· this ti1ne tl1e boat l1ad been rowed 
took place. At tlie first slioc!~ of I"cc's sttp.. bac-1{; un<i Nelso11 I~ee and Lord Dorrimore 
posed death there lind beeri a great otttrr~", ar1<l Nipper nnd Handfortl1 ,vere ,vaiting on 
ni1d mer1 had vo,,·ed terrible veiigeance. ]Jut the land. IJee kne,v tl1e geography of the 
the reactio11 came alrno~t in1111e<liately after· cottntry . ,vcll, for 110 l1ad more tl1an 011ce 

\Yards. :14,ear SfJread like a }Jlagt~c. travelled otlt to tl1is }Jart of the ca,·ern. He 
It \\·as certain that Sicicoii l{arke \\"otald laad (lelibei·ately made l1imsclf acquainted ,vith 

c,·erJ~ road. strike. Tl1erefore, son10 atte111pt ,,·as n1a{le 
to strengtlien tl1e defei,ces of tile to,\·r~sJ1 i1l. "Thi5 is splenrlid, Dorrie!'' saicl Lee cxt1Jt .. 
All the incti retreatecl b{\l 1ind tlie rock ,Yalls, nntl~·.. '' Tl1ere is n road r11nnir1g at tl1e foot 
a11d '\\·eapo11s \\~ere placed l1andy. A grt1at of t]1is ,,·all \\·hicl1 leads strnigl1t to t}1e town­
nttinbcr of torches ,verc lit-foi· .~i11ce the ~liiJ). \Ve can cntcl1 tl1e en~my on the 
enemy ,vas in full ,·ie,,·, it ,ras all the bettr-r flank:-nt,cl t.l1e effect of fit1cl1 a counter• 
for tl1e ,,·I1olc ca, .. er11 , or tliis section of it, attack \\~ill he over,Yhel1ning. Can these 
nt least, ·to be Jigl1trd. Islanders be trusted?'' 

Simco11 I-la rke h in1scl f \,·as clrt111l,: \vi tl1 vie. '' I think so; bt1t this 'rvill test tl1em," said 
torl1-tl1e ·victory he l1arl nlrc-adJ' achie,·ed, Dorrie. 
and the certain \·ictor)· ,\"hicl1 ,-ras to come. ''Good! I belie,l'e that the Hawk will be 

'' We ha,-e them, 111y me11 ! ,, he glontecI. ~ompletely ro11ted to-nigl1t, '' said Lee. '' Now, 
11 See, thel,. arc but cl1ick~r1s, n11d can be Dorrie, ~~ou kno,v the Islanders better than 
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I Jo. l\Iake yot1r signs to them. \Ve 111ust 
advance. Every second is of valt1e. ,, 

And soon tl1e reinforcemer1ts ,vere ad,·anc­
ing at the double-unsee11 in the gloom of the 
cavern, a h11ndrcd mer1, led by a 111an ,vl10 
,vas sttpposed to be dead. 

T HE first assat1lt t1pon tl1e tow11ship ,,·as 
1·epulsed. 

The pirates, f till of confidence, leapt 
at the walls rashll,., nnd they were n1ct 

by a fierce resistance. 'l"hese defenders, find-­
i11g themselves face to face with the great 
crisis, battled gamely. All along the ,vall 
tl1e attackers were beaten off; many were 
injttred, and left groaning on the grottnd. 
Others ·fell back, baffled. 

But the Blac-k Hawk himself, seeing ho,v 
t11ings ,,,ere going, rallied his men. He kne,v 

''On-on!'' roared the Black Hawk. '' ,, ... e 
have then1, men l'' 

In the uncertain light the ,vhole scene ,vas 
fantastic. Torches :were flan1ing l1cre a11<l 
tl1ere, and the Porto l\la.rlo, 110w deserted, 
,Yas as brilliant as ever. 

''By my bones!'' screamed Jonathan .Betts 
Stlddenly. 

'' \Vhat ails ye, fool?" asked tl1e Ha\vk·, 
startled by the 111an's tor1e. 

•• Look, Si1· Cl1ief ! '' croal,ed tl10 other. 
'' Faith, 'tis a ghost!'' 

Sin1con Harke swung ro1111d. Ther1 he v."cr1t 
livid. From a wide road which led roun<l 
fron1 the great ,vall of the cavern, i, great 
body of men approached. They ,vere strange, 
fearsome-looking f cllows, and all of tl1c111 
,,·ere armed with great weapons. 

'' Bones and blood!'' gasped the Hawk. 

···················'···-···········································-······································· 

AMAZING! STUPENDOUS! 
\\ 

of the I'' 
• 

Dealing with the Sensational Adventures of -llelson 
Lee & Co., on the Island Above the Clouds. 

ALSO 
I I 

• 
Which tells further of Handf orth 's amazing reign as Skipper of the Remove 

IN NEXT WEEK'S ISSUE 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

that tl1ere had been a blunder in the first 
place. The dri,ro should have taken effect in 
0110 spot. . 

''Fools-fools!'' he thunderecl. "Smasl1 
the ,valls dowr1-make a breach! After that 
ye can pot1r through, and in a hn11d-to-l1and 
fight against the rabble J'e ",ill sttrely pre­
,·ail. '' 

Reorganised, tl1e })irates n1ade a11otl1er 
great attack. And tl1is time, t1ndcr Sin1eon 
Hurl~e'.s p{;rso11al leadership, they charged 
g-rin1ljr at or1e place. A11d i11stead of atten1pt­
ing to climb the ,valls, tl1cy took great 
tirr1bers, ram1ni11g tl1e ""alls ,vith these arid 
~n1ashing tl1e rocl~s do,vr1. Very soon a 
great breach ,,,.as made, and on tho other 
s_ide the Settlers backed, filled ,vith co11sterna­
t1on. 

111 anotl1er min11te the enemy \\"Ot1ld pot1r 
tl1rough tl1at gap· and the11 ,vithin the de­
fence li11es, the b~ttle could ~nly c11d in one 
,vay. 

'' The Beast 4'len ! Here, in the cavern!'' 
'' Nay; I mca11 11ot them 1 '' howled Jonat11an 

Betts. '' The 1na11 in the lead! 'Tis Master 
Lee himself!'' 

The11 1t was that Simeon Harke t1ttercd 3 
cry of terror. Witl1ot1t doubt the n1a11 in the 
lead of this fo·rce, \\~l1icl1 attacked from the 
fla11k, ,vas Nclsor1 Lee. Arid Ne]s011 Lee 11ad 
go11e to his clcatl1 at tl1e bottom of tl10 
lake! 

.. Or1-011 ! '' ca1ne Lee's clear, ringing , ... oice. 
If tho eff cct 11po11 Si111eo11 1-Iarke ,vas cle-

vastati11g, the effect upon his men ,vas ten 
times more so. Tl1cy did not even stay to 
n1ake any fight of it. There was a great rusl1, 
and, screami11g a11d ho,v litig, the pirates fled. 
N"lt a ma11 waited to get into a boat. They 
leapt i11to tl1e lake and s,vam for their li, ... es. 
And from the tov~'"11sl1ip came g1·cat cheers. 

Once agai11 Nelso11 Lee had sa,-ed tho lost 
community from disaster. • 

THE END. 
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'' Hail, Handforth, Lord Of The Remove-Monarch Of All!·,, 

I 

• 

Edward Oswald !landforth, the new Remove Skipper, proceeds to throw his 
weight about, and show the school in general, and the R9m~ve in particular, 

just how things should be done ! 

The Or-der of t~1e Boot!- out tl10 clay·. Ile c·arne to n. l1ali- nl last, nr1(l 
tt1ri1r-Ll Iii.-:; attelliiorl u1Jo1t liis cl1ur11s. 

A ltXOL-D .~Ic(~J4l~l1I•:., of tl1e St. Jt .. ra!i1~·s 
IlPilio,·e~ looketl ttr> aiicl groa11eJ. "\"(':-ii~ ~-ou'll ha,·e to C."lear out," lie saiu 

'' Here l1c co111p~ ~ '' lie sai(l disn1allj·. fi rti-tl~.r. 
· l l J · ''\\-!10-11~ '.1 " i.l;;;l~etl :\IcC'lur0, loo1~i11Q" ll[). ' ' E l 1 {; , \ · Ito ·! " ~ a 1 L l (.' l 1 l 1 r c· 1, o c., .;: 1 n ~ .;, · -

· 1 n l ,; '"'c•.s.;.-,·011 '· ' ' 11 ro. f r o 111 1 1 1 ~ l loo 1 ~. " 0 l i • H a 11 (. Y ': J_> o t l () 1 • 1 · L 

l1i111 ! It.'s Sur1cla:,.· c,·c1ting. anll }1~1 ca1i't ~tart :,',f
1

-~i

1
lcaT Olt

1
t':'' l 

an v of la is rot 110~Y. Sho,·(\ a }Jit 111orc· coal 1at !-; ,v 1at ~a icl .. , notl(l0cl IIandfortl1. 
or•· tl1P fire-, l\Iac. oltl 1r1a11 !., '' ,,·11at for': ..,\11c.l ,·~11c11 :"' 

~ttu:1\· 1). ir1 tl1e1 .i\11cic-ut I-Iousc-, ,,·ns lool\.- uTl1is eYeni11g-no\,. ~,, rP1,1ic(l Ed\varcl 
ing ,~("i<v cos.v n11(l llrigl,t. Jr ,\·as just t}1at (ls\,·alcl f('SolulPl}·. ,~ f;orr~\·. a11cl all tl1at, Lut 
l1our ()f Su11da.v f\\·t•ni11g \Yl1t\It tl1c jur1iors a 1~·or111 c·a1)tai11 cnl1"t l)c~ l)otlterecl ,vitl1 t,,·o 
,,·ere at lil,0rty to a111l1-:;P thc111~el,·cs c1uiPtl)· ir1 ot1H'r fcllo,vs in l1is ~tu<.ly. 1\ sk:irlJJC'r t1('('tfs 

{-l10ir 0\\"11 q't1artei-s-an(l rPr1(ling ,vas tl10 a roo111 C'11tirel.v to 11i111self. It's only rigl1t, 
gc11c·ral l1allit ~ince~ of cour~0, an:v sort of too. Xo Forr11 caJltai11 ca11 att<:'n,J to l1i~ cltlti,·=" 
g :.n1c- ·\yas prol1il.litell, anll l0ssor1s \\·cro for• r► ro11c'rl_y if l1e's i11tl"'rrHllte(l. So J"Ott~ll boti1 

l . 1 " gottl'l1. . . 1a \·c Lo get 1 n to ot ,10r q tta rtcrs. 
A cl1f~0rf tl! fire ,vas crack1111g 111 tl1e grate, i\ r ttcl1 ns ('l1t1rcl1 ar1cl l\IcClttrc tlc~i r0tl f-o 

n11cl a ro,v of cl1estnut-s \Y('re roasti11g 011 tlte continue- tl1eir rea.lling ,Yi1.l1 an air of incliffer-
tc)p l)nl'. Cht1rch a11d l\Ic(.~ltti·e ,vere lottiiging enC'c. tl1is J)ro11ot111ce111ent. so startled the1n 
at tl1eir cas(\ eacl1 ,vitl1 a book:. It ,Yas a tl1at tl1c~· lo,ver(lc{ tl1eir bool~8 as tl1ougl1 
a picture of perfPct co11tentn1e11t. nctt1ntccl lJ}· a l1ill<ler1, connectecl spri11g. 

'l~l1e cloor opc11ecl. Ecl\,·arcl Os,,·al<.l I-Iatltl- '' Get. into otltcr quarters?~' rc1)eatcd 
fo1~tl1 strocle i,1-anll p0ncc slipJ>l\(l out. c•1 1 t · 1urc 1, s ar1ng. 

' ' (J l L ! '' I 1 c sa, i cl • fro,, ·n in g a t l 1 i s cl 1 t l tlt s • " ' y O u , r c r11 a rl ! '' s n i cl i I(' CI u re. 
'' ],al~i11g tl1ings prc-tt.\· easil.r, arcr1·t ~1 ot1 ?" 0 I,Ye got it nll fixc(] .. '~ saill IIanc.lfort11 

''\'"l1y· not.?"' asl.;:ell c~l1urcl1. '' Isr1't it. calr11ly·. ''Tl1crc's o,·er a.r1 l1our lJefore supJlr-r, 
Suncla;/ eYe11ing?', nn(l J·o11 cnn get btlsy at 011cc. Tnl~c all J·our 

Hnnllforth ,Yall<e<l ro~111cl tl1e little rootn. li:it ancl clear ot1t into Stucly J. Ca1)tai11·s 
tl1e fro,vn still t1pon l1i~ ruggcrl bro,v. Ifis ordC'rs !'' 
preocC"ttpation \Vas no .sttcide11 pl1ase, f~Jr lie '' Cnpta i11's orclers be ulo,ved ! '' snortC'd 
l1ad bee11 111ore or less al>~cnt-11tincle<l tl1rougl1- Cht1rcl1 i11dig11nntl>·· '' Do .YOtl think ,,·c'rc 
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going to be messed about and chttcked out of ·· "But ·Stttdy J is Jarrowts room I'' ·protested 
ot,r study just because you get a silly, fat- 3IcClu1·e. '' He might have something to 
beaded whim ?'' say--'' 

"Is that the way to talk to your captain T'' ·• If Jarrow has something to say, I'll deal 
roared Handf orth. · with him ! '' interrupted Handforth. '' When 

'' It's the way to talk to a dotty, swelled- the Form c~ptain gives orders, those orders 
headed chump!'' retorted Church. ''I'm have got to be obeyed. Understand! Obeyed 
talking- to him, too! You were made skipper -to the letter I'' 
Jast night-by a giddy fluke and you can't '' Or else death follows?,, asked Cl1urcI1 
c,Ten let Sunda.y go by. without throwing t3rtly. 
yottr weight abot1t !'' · . ''Yes! Eli? I mean-'' Handforth paused. 

'' And it's like your ner,-e to gi,·e us tl1e re(ldcning. "Still trying to be funny, ch?'' 
order of the boot ! '' snapped McC111re. 110 went 011. '' I don't expect much else from 

Handforth clenched his fists. :rou felloll·s-being n1y cl1t1ms, you naturally 
"Better go cnsy I'' warned Cht1rcl1. J>resun1e. But no,v that I'm Form captain, 

'' St1nday c,~cning, rem.ember!'' there's going to bo no fa,·ouritism l', 
'' Yott-yot1 tricky ratters!'' said llandfort11 •• Oh, goodness!'' groaned McClt1re. '' Forn1 

bitterly. ''Yott know I can't ch11ck yo11 Otlt, captai11 ! Form CaJ?tain I Form captai11 I 
a11d kick 11p a din, so you're taking ad,,.a11tage \Ve've had those g1clcly ,vords dinned into 
of me. Any scrap on o, Sunday eveni11g our cars for t,venty-four solid hours! Any·-
1n0<1-ns a gating for tl1.e week, at least. But body migl1t thinlc yo11'd been made Prin1e 
yot1're going,· my iads, all the same!'' ~liiiister, ~r crowned. i{ing of tl1e Reit,9,~e, 

"Btit ,vhy? '' ask~d l\lcClure. ,, Whai on or something! A Form captain · is only· an 
h f ? I H d Id h · k · or,linary chap, after -nltt '' · •.~ cart or . . · say, _an y, 0 man, C UC 1t, ,. A "I' . a· h . ,, • ·, 

~you kno1'· ! Goodness knows, '\\,.e £1011't ,vant .. . ~ery or inary c ap I said Chuirch 
and sqt.1a,bbling ! Ile sensible, ~nd. gi,~a ._up. ·PQ.Ulte:dly. · ' t . · :. 

tl1is irnl1ccilc idea.'' '' A Form captain has Ott.tics to per£o'rnj ~ '' 
Ed,\·arcl Os,vnld Ha-ndfortl1 glared. said Handforth, witl1 dign-ity. ·. r. 

' ' I don't ,vant to be na.Stj7 , '' 110 saitl cold]y·. '' r11c11 ,vl1y not-- perform' a few, instead of 
'' I don't v.·n.nt t1s to l1a,,.e any breacl1, or tif.t gnss1ng all day?'' growled Cht1rch, · wit11 
i11 tho Bute--'' . · = · .. rising indignation-. '' The For1n ·allowed; yot1 

'' Rift in· the lute, yott n1cnn f '' r t.J hold an clection-t-l1e· c11aps spoofed J~Oll 
"I don't ,vant an~· qt1ibblcs fro1n yo,1, llP to t.110 neck-and ga,·e yo1.t all tl1e votes. 

\Valter Church r '' snapped Hand-fol"tl1. The11 Cro,vcll came nlon~ and made tl1e clec .. 
'' \Vhat's the difference bct,,·cc11 a Ii1te nn<l tion official. You k110,v as well as I clo that 
a Ht1te, anyhow?'' :vou'rc only Form captain by a n1cre acci-

'' Not mt1cl1, I suppose,'' grinned Ch11rch. llent. ....\nrl now the Remove is pretty sick ! " 
'' Only one's a reed instrt1n1cnt., and the '' I clon't ,vonder at it.,'' said 1\IcClurc. 
other's got strings, lil{e a gt1itar--'' '' I-'ook ,vhat it's sndcllcd itself ,vith ! '' 

"They're both 111t1sical instrt1ments, aren't !f a?dfortli breathc1 hard. . 
t.l1ey ! '' ronrcd Hand£ ort h. '' ""'hy n1ake a fuss It ~, no g~od t!ying t?, be l<ind to. :fOll 
over a, ·string or a recd? I've got nothing chaps, h~ said thickly, Arc yo11 clear1111,"!' 
n.gainst :yot1 cl1aps, as chaps. You're n1y out, of th18 st11dy, or shall I uso force? I 
cl1t1ms. ,,r c're all pally. Good friends, eh?'' d~n ~ ,vant to d1st~rb the peace ?f Sun~u.y 

'' That's the stuff,'' said Cht1rch, nodding. o, enl.llg, ?t1t ~uty 18 dttty I As sk1pp~r, I,-~ 
''Now ,vo can go on reading,'' said gottoha,cth1sroomtomyself. Thatsfinal. 

l\IcClttrc, "l'it,h relief. So you can c_ol)~ct a!I yo11 re ,goods an(l 
'' At the same time .. you can't stav in tl1is chattels, ailtl shift into Stttdy _J. I },1 go .alo11g 

study,'' went on Handforth firmly. '' A Forni an~ see Jaf'l-<?,v no,v, and fix it up; 
captain needs plenty of room-plenty of space. . If he oh.1ect.s, I. suppose you II senten<',~ 
And there's tl1e question of digriit.y, too. Ho,v him to penal scr,,itud~, for !even. J1cars? 
can a Form captain be dignified if two other ~skod Church sourlv. , Or cast him do_wn 
fcllo'\\"'S share liis stttdy? No, He's got to into tho deepest d11ngcon. Who do j~ou tl1111li: 
h .. · 1 h. · If. s h yot1 are, anyhow?'' a\:c a room entire y to 1msc .. o you c a(JS "I' F t · ,,, 
hi1ve got to qt1it!'' ,, m orm cap:a1n:. ,, 

Cliurch nodded slo,y]y. Not the Grand V1z1cr,. by any cl1a11ce? 
,, p I , . ,, • ,, s11n.oocd Cht1rch. _ 

er 1aps you re right, he ad1n1ttc(1. But '' Or tl1e Lord Hi(J"h Everytl1ing-In-The 
,vhat's tho good_ of a ti~y room _lik~ t~1is for \Vorld ?'' asked l\Jac. 0 

a Form captain? Its t.oo 1ns1gn16cant, '' Go on!'' sa.id Hat1d£orth. "I don't mi11(l 
IIa.ndy ! \Vhj· don't you let l\lac and I stay·, admitti11g I was a little llit worried abotit 
an,1 YOtt ~Icnr,,out?:' ,, turning :yot1 chaps ol1t-but m:v mind's easy 

Topping! sa1cl l\IcClt1re.. I sl1ot1 l<l 110,v. I',~e l1ad nothing but insults for thl1 
mal{o tl1_c, s1!1all lecture-hall 1~to . a ,~tttdy·, last ten 1ninutes, so the sooner you get ot1t 
llandy-1t 11 Jt1st about fit your d1gn1ty. of here tl1c better. I don't even recogniso 

For a 111oment Handforth looked i11tent, you as rny chums any more 1 '' 
t.}1en ho fro,vned. C11t1rch sl1ook his head, and- tt1rncd to 

"I didn't ask for any of ~·ot1r funny ~IcClure. 
sarcasm,.'' he said gruffly. '' rrhis is my '' By the wav '' he said dclibcratcls·, 
stt1ds:, and this is where I stay 1 You're both ''Where's old H~dy?'' 
clearing out 1'' "Eh?'' said lfcClure starin" 

- . J o-9 
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'' Wo ha,·cn't seen th(\ ol(l cl1ap for t,,,.cantv- Tt1bbs JTa ,,·ncd, and sl1ook his head. 
fottr l1ot1rs," said Cht1rcl1. '' And I'm bl()sscd "Still_. orders is orders, and l\iastcr Ha.nd-
if I ca.11 ttnderstand ,vl1at's b~coine of l1im. '' fortl1 m1gl1t git ,,·ild if I don't oboy 'em,'' he 

'' Dtit-hl1t--'' said l\.lcClt1rc. tolcl l1in1self. '' I s'pose I'd better do it!'' 
.. Hand~,. , .. lLnisl1cd last, n igl1t-immed ia tel,. llc ,Yen t to Ed ,vard Os,,,.alcl, s bed, seized 

after tl1e election,'' said Cl1t1rcl1. '' \'\,.e th~? Rernove skipper by tl1e sl1oulders, and 
l1a.,·cn't seen a sig11 of l1i1n since.'' sl1oolt l1i111. Handforth, ,vho was lyi11g flat 

Hnnclf ort.11 f ot1n<l l1is \·oiC'0. 011 l1is bnck with his mot1tl1 open, ga \"0 a 
. '' 1:---ot1. sill,y fatl1ead, 1'111 lie-re!'' lie saicl, grunt, and lunged tlp\\·ards and out,,,ards 
1n aston1sl1mcnt. ,,·itl1 l1is rigl1t. 'l,ul)bs ca.ugl1t a terrific s,vipe 

'' El1 ?" ~xclaim~(l C~hurcl1. .. ,, .. 11o"s tl1is? 011 tl1e side of l1is hea.d. 
Not Handy·, I kno,v !'' •'' Crikc.Y ! " lie gasped, staggering n,,·ay. 

'' Kot Hantl_y ! '' gns,10cl Etl,vard Os,valtl. '' Reft1sing to obey orders, eh?'' mttmbled 
'' I'n1 n1~'"sclf, aren't I·:-" Hand forth fierce)~,. "All right-t.alie tl1at ! · 

"Goo(lness J.;:110,y5 ,, .. 110 :yo11 are!'' said I'll s110,v l·ot1 ,vi1ctl1cr I'm to be defied or 
C~l1urcl1 cold]~-. You're a stranger to n1e, not.!'' 

h fl · I l lf · , '' c· ~1·1·ke"· '·', sn id T11bbs. an~- o\v-i1 int.- 1ettrte( . sc- -lillilOrtant, jac·l~• J 

ass ,,,.itl1 3 s,Yollc11 licatl ! Good old llandv It ,va.s obv·ious that sl1eer disaster wot1l<l 
l1usn't a.nJ1 of those rottPn qualities!'' ·· follo,\1' 11nless lie carried out his instructions. 

'' Hear, l1ea r ! '' ngrcecl i\lac, scPnting t~te J.~or Han<lfortl1 was slosl1ing people in l1is 
(lrift. clroams. e,·cn. 

Handfortli sa,v ·tlie iclca, too. '' ,,-..ake tip, :\Jaster Ilandforth t'' sai,.l 
TLtbbs, reaching for,vard n.ncl grabbing the 

'' Cl1t1e:k it !'' l1e gro,,·lc-d. '' I'1n sorry, but i1illo,,·. '' It's 'nlf-past six. Yott told n1e to 
no\v that I'm For111 ca11tain~ I've got to sink lug )"Ott ottt, c,·cn if I 'ad to empty the \\.,atcr­
n1y 0\\·11 personal it~;, and clc,·ote m)·sclf en• jt1'g o,·er J'Olt. '' 

tirel~,. to Illy duties. A skipper has no ti1ne Handfortl1 dro,vsily opened l1is eyes, and 
to dc,·ote t.o l1is cl1t1ms. He's got to be l1nrd-- groped for the missing pillo,,,. Tl1en l1e 
J1Qartc-<l-hc's got to be n ,,·orker for tl1e cat1gl1t 1igl1t of '1.,t1bbs, sat up and glared. 
general good. I'll fix llP ,, .. itli Jarro,v. '' "Gimme tl1at pillo,v, ~·ot1 yot1ng fatl1cad !'' 

He stroc1e out and 11 is cl1t11ns brca tl1e<l l1e said t.l1ickly. 
clceply·. '' Ti1ne to git t1p, l\lar,,tcr Handforth--', 

.'' 011. the madman!'' gro\•1l0cl Cl1t1rc11. '' Rats gi1nme tl1a.t pillo,v I'' 
'' Just. l1cca1.1s0 l1e's sl~irlpC'r, 110 tl1inks l1e's a '' Yo11r orders, sir, ,,·as to git yot1 out at 
sort of king! He's onl~· got to gi,,.e an ordf\r, all costs--'' 
a.nd ,.tl1c ,,·1101~ RemoYe ,vill fl"r to ob0v it! "Are l'Otl going to give me that. pillo,v, or 
,,~lmt can ,ve do ,,·itl1 the idiot-~'' ., shall I smasl1 ~vou ?"' roared Handfortl1. 

,, Ol)c,~ hi1n ! '' retorf eel ~IcClt1rc. "Bv leaping Oltt of bed. '' Of all tl1e confot1ndeci 
ji11go, ,,•c'll takf' J1i111 at liis ,vorcl, too! He ncr,-c ! Ba-rging into my bed-roo1n, and 
doesr.l't l~no,\· ""hen l1e·s ,\·ell ofT-bt1t l1e·11 pinclliilg--'' 
1 '' Bt1t vott told me·--'' 
,no,v soon c11ot1gh-aftcr 'Yt~e',·e go11e ! ,,-pe'll Tt,bbs· broke off witlt a ,vil<l liowl. £or 

tnke all Ott r thir1gs-e,.-ervtl1ing '\\"P o\\·n. 
,,.,. c 'II lea ,~c liim abso! u t0] v·"' to }iimsclf, and Handforth, witl1011t compu11ctio11!' had de-
let }11111 potter aloi1g until· }1c comes back to liv·ercd a fearful pt1nch on tl1c cl1est wl1icl1 

b ,, knocked t.l1e page-boy over in a heap. He 
118, egging tts to rf\turn ! strucli: tl1e floor witl1 · a tliud, and Handforth 

And, feeling mttch 111ore comfortable, tl1c,~ climbed back into bed. 
prepared to lea\·c tl1C'ir olcl studJ·, witl1 its ''No,v yot1 c~tn clear ·off!'' he said grimly. 
1na11~v bincling asso(kiations. Bt1t tl1{\y ,vcre "Oh:- crtimlJs ~ '' groa.nccl Tubl1s, strt1ggling 
console.({ b~· tl1c tl1ougl1t t l1at tl1eir absence to his feet. '' It ain't no good n1essin' abo11t, 
,, .. ot1 lcl not be ,·er:v prolongccl. - 1\Iaster Hand£ ortl1. I f orgi ,·es you freely for 

Handforth on tl1e Job. 

T UDBS, tl1e .i\ncient IIottsc pagc-bo~·. 
soft}~, opC'Il<'<.l t 11P dorn1 itor:,:- door and 
J)ccped inside. Tl1c school clock ,vas 
jt1st cl1 in1i11g ot1 t six-tl1irt_y, ancl Tt1bbs 

'\"as or1ly half nwn lic-ha.,·ing tttrned ot1t, in 

l~nocl~in' me down, bccans~ :vo11 ain't rightlv 
a,va.k:c. But yot1',·e got to git tip. Tl1cm's 
,:ottr O\\~n order8, sir, an' I a.in't lca,rin' this 
roon1 tlntil ) .. Ott're http !'' 

fact, barel~· ten mint1tes cnrlicr. 
'' Lt1mm,,. ! •' h~ 111u t tr-reel. 

sl1an1c to ~c.lo it ! '' 

Ile a.pproachcd tl1c bed waril.,·. Hnndforll1 
l1acl snt1gglcd do,vn, still l1oayy witl1 slc-ep. 
and totall),. forgetft1l of tl1c order l1e l1ad 
gi,·en o, .. crniglit. Tubbs hcsi tatcd. Und~r 
the circt1mstanc~s, he ,\Toti ld be justified, 

'' It, seems n perhaps. in abandoning tl1is JJerilot1s bt1sincss. 
Bttt Tt1bbs ,vas a :yot1tl1 of st11bbor11 purpose. 
'' Orclers, '' l1c mt1ttorcd. '' is orders. Besicles, 

l\Iaster 'Andfort.h promised me a bob if I 
got 'in1 ot1t. And a bob's n. bob, after all's· 
sn id an' clone ! '' 

He crl'pt. into the clormitor:v .. lool{cd at tl1e 
slce1ling forms of Handforth &. Co., and tl1en 
glnncc-d ot1t of tl1e ,vindo,v. Bv no stretcl1 of 
tl1~ imagination COttld tl1e mor

0

ni11g be callC'<-l 
a ch(\~rft1l on~. Tl1P sk,r \Y3S so l1ea,·il \' - . 
o,,.~rcast, t.l1at ftill da~·ligl1t l1nd not yet com~. 
l1a~f ?, gale was "-histl i.-1g ro11ncl th~ school 
ht11ld1ngs, and an int<'rmittcnt rain ,vas 
rat.tling a.gainst tl1e windo\'\rs. 

He loolied rot1ncl. s11ott.ccl n large sponge. 
a11cl set his ja,,·. He cross(\d t.l1c roo1n, filled 
tho spon2P wit.11 ,va.ter, n11d "·ent back to 
Handfortl1's llCd. Witl1 one lightning_ mo,,,e-
rr.ent. lie yanked tl1e bedclot.I1~s baelc, slopped 
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t11" sponge "-ith a fenrft1l sqt1elch into Hand-­
forth's face, and 1nado a lightning dive for 
the door. 

"Gt1g-gt.1g·-- What the-- 000000011 1 ,t 
Handforth sat ttp, shivering. He ga,e a 

ga.sp of sheer horror. The neck of l1is 
JJyjamas. was open, and the sponge had sud­
(!er1ly slipped dO\"\-rn. An expression of dazcrl 
clroa·d came o"~er him as the sponge slithered 
icily down his chest. 

'' lielp !'' he gasped ,vildly. '' \Vhat the-­
Oooooooh !'' 

In making a wild grab at his chest, he hnd 
cn1ptied the sponge, and ho leapt ot1t of be(l 
"·ith such speed that the floor seemed . to 
rock. 

'' ,v110-,vho dill this?'' he aslccd on1in-
ously. 

"I did, sir,'' said Tubbs, trembling. 
'' Y Ott!'' 
'' Yessir ! '' 
'' \Vhy, of all the confotinded pieces of 

nor,7A-e--
,, 

" Your orders. i\faster Handf orth ! '' 
'' )fy orders?'' 
'' Y cssir ! ,, 
Handforth gave a g,_1lp, · and ·dimly re-

• membered. . 
'' By George ! '' 110 panted. · 11 I do seem to 

r~collect. Bt1t I di<ln't tell ~,.ou to dro,vn me, 
~,.ou lunatic ! '' 

'' It's gorn 'alf--past six, sir,'' said · Tttbbs. 
,vith one foot out in the corridor. '' I shook 
:vot1 11p, sir, an' pinched your pi;llow, but it 
,vasn't no good. Sorry if l·ou're \\-et, :\,laster 
'~\ndfort11. But orders is orders.;.,, 

Handforth ,,,.as so wide ·awake. now that he 
l1n<l fQll grnsp of tl10 situation. And his ex­
pression changed. It please·d him· to think 
that Tttbbs had obc),.ecl him so implicitly. He 
tossed the sponge aside, and_ grinned. 

.. Good ma.n ! '' he said approvingly. '' That's 
,vhat I like to see obedience to instrttctions. 
You'll get hnlf-a-croV\·n for t.his, Tubby,. ns 
soon as I get clo-w:n. Always obey orders, 
a11d j,.ot1'll be all right!'' 

'' Y cssir ! '' said T11bbs, ,vith relief. 
Ho ,1'anishcd, and HandforthZs attention 

,vas attracted by a series of ,,Tatcry gt1rgles 
on l1is immediate flank. He·· glanced rounfl, 
and f ot1nd that l1c had carelessly flung the 
sponge into i\IcClt1rc's face. Ancl lfcClt1ro 
,vas in tl1c · process of walcing up as he 
breathed through tlie wet mass. 

''Topping ! " said llandforth cheerfully. 
He ga,"e tl1e sponge a sqt1ecze, and expelled 

tl10 rest of the ,,·ater. 
" ''_Ouch~,, gasped i\IcClure, si~ti11g 11p. 

H1 ! 1'. ot1-J~ou dangerous ma111ac ! l'n1 
drencl1cd ! ,,,.hat's the idea of--'' 

'' Time to get 11p ! '' interrupted Handforth 
ct,rtly. 

"i\·fcCit1re stared dizzily at the wet mor11ing. 
'' lt_'s pouring with rain!'' he snapped. 

'' Besides, it's harclly ligl1t )"et ! The rising-
bell hasn't gone ,, 

.'' It's h!l-lf-past six-nnd ""c',·e got to be on 
~1ttle ~de l1y scivon. '' put in Hnndforth. 

~ract1ce. I m captain no,v. and there's 
going• to ho no slacking. Practice -c,-cry 

.J 

1norning from se,·cn until eight. Tl1at's tl10 
11l'w order.'' 

~IcCl11re goggled. 
'' Bt1t-but we can't practise in tl1e pot1i-i11g 

rajn I'' he protested. 
'' Why not?'' 
'' Why not? Becat1se Well, dash it, it's 

r1ot done ! '' said McClttre crossly. '' Peoplo 
rlon't go ot1t in a do,vnpo11r and practise 
football. Get back to bed, you chttmp, and 
\vait t1ntil rising-bell.'' 

'' I'm .. not going to allo,v the "·eatl1er to 
ir1terfere ,vith my prearranged plans!'' said 
Handforth. staring 01.1t of the n·indo,v. '' A 
co11founded nerve-that's \vhat it is. Dis­
gusting!', 

He spoke as though the elements had offered 
him a deaclly 1nst1lt by sendi_ng this rain 011 

the ver}· first morning of his captaincy. It 
certainly ,vas a bit thick. The elements 
,:ot1ldn't have k110,vn ,vhom they \Vere offend-
ing. : 

}I11ch as McCi11re disliked it, he ,,,.as forced 
to tt1n1 ot1f. And Ch11rch,. bei11g a member of 
th~· team n1so, was rt1thl~ssly tipped out of. 
bed~ a11d ordered to dress. He would ha.,·e 
been tipped ou.t, jt1st the same, ,vhether he 
,vas a member of the team or not. Handf orth 
was qttite impartial in the;e little 1natters. 
Ho,vever~ after they ,vere all dressed, they 
felt better. It i.s al,vays the first minute or 
t,Yo that £eels the worst. · 

'' ... ~ fat lot of good 11s going 011t to practise 
on 011r o,vn !'' said Church gloomily. ''Ip 
,vot1Jd be. a· different thing if. the ""'hole tean1 
1,·as tt1rn1ng out--'' , . . 

' ' T~e whole team is tttrning ot1t, '' inter-
rupted Handfortl1 calmly~ .•.; 

l ' 

.. ~'Why,·have_you arranged it?'' .· .. 
'' I'm going to ar.range it-no,v !'' retortetl• 

Ed,vard Oswald, a grim, si11ister note creep- : 
ing into his \"Oice. '' \Ve'll take Treaelli"s- · 
\\Test a11d WatsQl'l first. You go rot1nd t°o tl1e· ·: 
dormitories., and giv·e · 5he fello\VS a pre-- · 
liminary tip. If they're 11ot g'.etting up "·l1en 
'I arrive, they'll kno,v something I'' . , : 

The next half-hoi1rin. the Remove se~tion:, 
of the Ancient HottSe was hectic. \Vild; 
a11im.al cries proceeded from dormitorv after·1 

<l<)rmitory. Fello\vs appeared with fangled 
l1air and pt1ffy noses. Thick ears \\"e1·e 
ge11era1. '7 A ki11d of tornado had passed -.l 

thro11gh the Remove sleeping qt1arters-a.ncJ, · 
incide11tally, the tornado had now swept ot1t, 
and \\·as converging t1pon the \Vest House, to 
deal \\·ith that section of the Remove. The 
echoes of the gnthering storm could jt1st be 
l1eard. 

When Edward Oswald Handforth made ttp 
l1ie mind to n certain co11rse, he ,vent straight 
011 ,vith it irrespective of rebuffs and set­
backs. Thtts it came abot1t that all the foot-· 
ballers of the Remove "'"ere on T"'itt]e Side 
by se\?en-fifteen; the rain had been kind 
enottgh to ease off considerably by that time . 
Trt1e, Hnndforth \\"as of very little use, being 
exhausted. His lcn11cklcs, too, ,vere pa inf t1l 
and s,,·ollen, and his feat11res ,vere mo1·e than 
usually r11gged. ~ 



Bt1t 11~ \\"as tritltupl1ant.. He had gained hi~ Dicli: Ilamilton \\'asn't the only absentee. 
end. N<>t t.l1at tl1e 1·est of the tean1 l1ad !\Ir. Nelsor1 J..,ee, tJ1e schoolmaster of t.he 
t.arnely l,r111cl,led 11r1der. Had they chosen, St. l~'ra11k's, ,,?as also a\\·ay. In fnct, they 
tl1ey coulcl have defied IIandforth and t1t.terlv ,vere botl1 e11gaged upon an in1portnnt in­
igr1orecl }1im. Bt1t it saved an e11ormoti"'s ,·estjgatiO!l, arid there \\'"ere r11mot1rs already 
nrno11r1t of troul1le to pandE'r to l1is ,vhims. floatir1g abot1t that tl1ey \\'Ot1ldn't return for 
Ile had a11 ttnfortt111ate habit of 11sing l1is son,e time. 
right ,,·it.11 devast.nting effect, and the only And IIandfortl1 ,vas tl1e official sl.:ipper in 
\\·uy of checliing l1i1n ,vas to l1t1mot1r his tl1e meantime! 
mood. A5 Reggie 1:1itt remarkf'd, life ,vas . So tl1e Ren1ove's dismav ,,,.as not ,vithot1t 

' ~ . 

,·er)' sl1ort, a11d footer pl'actice., nfter all, ,yas , ca11se. Qt1ite a nt11nber of fello,vs expect~d to 
a ,,·orthj• object. get. soine fun ottt of the aff ni r-but othe1·s 

''It's all ,~er.r ,,·ell f◄ Jr f(1llo,vs like 11s," lie ,,·ere not qt1ite ~ opti1nistic. Forrest & Co., 
said, ·as l1e chatted ,,-itl1 J.~till\\·ood and Jack for exan1ple, hnd the v.'ind 11p. TJ1ey ,,·ere 
Grey · nncl De \"' ale1~ie. '' Hand:f can't ,·ery ,·ottng gentlemen _of· qt1estionab]e l1abits, nncl 
,,,ell ,,·ipc 11.s 11p if \,·e <lisobe)· l1is orclcrs.. tl1e;" l1ad a l11rking fear thnt llnndfort}1 ,vould 
Il11t _he .. cn11 ,vipe 1tp lot~ of the others.'' officiottsly pa)" them marked attention no\v 

'' He's been doing it for 11a1 f an }1our ! '' said that he ,va.s i11 a positior1 of po,ver. 
Ji'tlll,\'ood i11dignantl)·. . By breakfast-time that morning, tl1e Remove 

'' That's ,,·l1y· ,,·e've got to adopt n pncifi~t ,vas son1ewhat exhausted Not 011lv the foot­
n1ood," replied Reggie, 11odding. '' For the 1-Nille~ -bttt all . the other me1nbers of the 
sal{e of tl1e ,yeakef ~nes, _,ve,ve got to ~~~1not1r Form. 'nad hnd it firmly iinpi·essed 11 pon them 
tl1e a$S. Bt1t 110,,· s 1~ .. go~i1g to all e11d 1 that Ed \\"ard Os,,·ald llandforth ,,ras the cap-

'' (}ooclnes_s kno,~·s!-- sa1cl Jack ({rey. ''::\Ir. tain, tJ1at he \\·as to be obeyed, nntl that if 
Cro,,,ell has forb1ddet1 11s to hold nnother lie ,,·astl't obeved there ,,·ot1ld be loads of 
ele~tion t1n.til the. end ~f the Term, -~ we!r~ trottble. .. ' . 
snc)~led \\"1th this J?r1zefighter 1:nt1l t~~n • A fe,v r]are-devils had 11tterly rt:•f nse{I to 
H;, 11-r create n re,,.olut1011 bef?re h~, s do?e. ackno\vledge Ilandfortli's at1tho1·ity, and tl1ey 

"I ot1 ot1ght to he skipper, said De \\·ere dnre .. devils no longer. Their time \\'as 
\T alerie, lool,i11g at Pitt. . full)" occt1pied in nursing their brttises. 

'' R t ''' . d R C,fJ'. ' ' Handy's tl1e - - -. :1 s · g!i.nne e~? ie. . ,, Handf_orth \\~asn't ;1 bt1lly. fie never took cnriwr· ;-..r.~ Its our dut,1 to SUPPOrt him. advantage of B weaker fellow. But when any· 
,, F 1

~, ,; • d R • l10dy do~ed him, his methods were crisp and 
"Ba~··, said ;ggie. n that we',·e got to btts1nes.sl1ke. They generally had abottt ten 

tl .l oti .. on ~;a seconds to put 11p t.l1eir hands-a~d ten 
ac~f pt h11;1 seiiously_ · mir111tes to reco,·er, ofter thev hnd failed lo 
• _There, ll n he a. pile, _of u~,nec~_ssary. t,roubi~ pnt up their hands. His mCthods with the 
1£ .'' c d0 !1 t, replied Pitt. Be::,ides, it~ on Y ,,·eaklings were equallv drastic. He calmly 
fair. G 1 \"e tl1e man a cl1an<'e ! Handy· s one k d h ff h · f. · I d h · 
of the be~t in tl1e ,,·orld-a bit too hot-l1eadec1, ·v~n .. e t em O t e~•r eeit, P ace t em, across 

d 1. ·t t · b t t·11 he's one l11s knee, n11d spanked then1. It wasn t eve11 
a11 a tlt oo agg1·ess1ve- 11 ,, s 1 , • t · ft" t l ~· J • 'l.,h 
of the l>est in tl1e \\·orld. ).;et's give him a riece~s.ar~ 0 111 Jc _ariy P 1Y~1ca pairi. e 
f h d t l 1'hat he can do ,, h111n1l1at1on ,vas quite enot1gh to gttarantee 
ree a 11 , .o s lO\V "' · • obedience thereafter. 

''H'm,''.' m1.1sed Ftdl \Vood. '' Tl1ere's some-
thing iri it. Orie ,,~ay and another~ "·e otight Indeed, Handfortl1's methods \\Te1'e so swift 

- , that by breakfast-time the Remove "Tas in 
to f':t quite ~. lot." of fun out of IIandY s a state 0£ feverish uncertainty. The "heads " 
<'nP.E~a('/~j ... t!~~-nodded Re!!'!?ie. "Gin! him a of the Form-fellows like Pitt and Fullwood 

.J ~,,.1 f and Tommy \Vatson~had nothing• to fear 
f n~e hand-'-and if we don't get a troo<l ew from the cyclonic skipper. They were highly 
Jnuglls. m~1 rlan1e isti't. i-ir~t C'Otisiri to a roal- a1nt1sed bv tl1e ,vhole affair. But the others, 
tllin<:!~' "" 

· t.he rank a11d file \Vere rapidly becoming 
rel1ellio11s. 

• 
Handforth Outlines His Policy. 

D lC~K IIA:\IIL~ro:~, tl1c real caJ)!ai □ 
the Rernove, ,,·as a,vay·. 

A11cl Handfortl1 \\~as fairly in his glory . 
'l~t1e ·hcftlT .onee he challenged to instant 

of corr11Jat, and dared t11em to qttestion l1is 
authorit~;. 'fl1eJ .. didn't q11estion it for long. 

~rhat. i11 a r1ut.sl1e11, ,,·n~ t.11e r~nson 
for E(.l 'h-arfl Os\\. nl(l II andf <1rt 11' s pre• 

sent feverish acti,·it.Y. The Rerno,·e l1"d 
a1nt1serl tl1e1nselv·es llJ' electing l1irr1 ns n joke 
-and 1\-1 r. (_~ro,vell Ila cl n 1n n.secl 11 i n1se l f b_y 
telli11g tl1e Remo,·e tl1at tl1c electio11 \\'as 
,~alicl. Tl1i.s had l)ecn on t l1e prr,yion~ Sat ur­
rlay evPning, a11d tJ1c l1ernove ,ras ji1St re-

• 
C{) \·e. r l ll g-. 

For IIa11dfortl1, aA n s!~iJJpei-, ,,·as an 11n­
kno,vn q na r1ti t.r. But not (IOn1r..,1ctelJ' u~­
I~no,Yn. The 1nost 11nirr1n g !r,a ti \~e f c-l lo\\1

· · in 
the J4~or111 k11e,,·. at least, one Ll1i11g: 'l1 rot1ble 
-\Yitl1 a capita! T-\Yas a:1 nbsolt1te C('rtai11t.r ! 

Of ct1urse, Handfort.l1's idea of his 
a11tl1orily, a11<l the Remove's idea of his 
authoritj", ,rere t,,-o totally different things. 
'.fl1e captni11c.r l1ad got i11to Ed,vard Oswald's 
blood, nnd l1c sce111ed to imagine that he ,va3 
not 011ly a Form captair1, bttt a Hottsemaster 
n11d a l1eadmnster ancl an Inquisitor all rolle~ 
i11to one. Ile let tl1e Re1no,·e plair1ly see thaf 
lie ,,·as a Po,, .. er, a La,v, a Dictator . 

TJ1e Re1110,,.e, qt1ite natt1ral)y, regard~d their 
captain a.-; j1.1st one of the1nselves-a · fello,v 
,vl10 onl~-- differed from tl1cn1 in tl1e sense that 
lte ""as in a posit.ion to call meetings,• select 
footer tca1ns, a11d so forth. Stich mild 
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fhe school page suddenly] jerked tl1e bedclothes off Handfortb, and thrust the sponge of cold water 
full in his (ace. '• Orders is orders ! muttered Tubbs. · 

mctl1o<l:3 ,,·ere lJorclering 011 tl1e lt1dicrous to a 
fire-eater of liandforth's t~~pe. 

'' Y~ 011'cl better l111dcrstand, once a11cl for 
a11, t}1at 1'111 i11 charge!" said lla11clfol'th, as 
he addressed a grot1p of Removites from the 
A11cie11t Hot1se steps. "I do11't ,vant to bo 
11ast:y·-pcace is 111~y motto-bttt if a11y fathcacl 
,va11ts a sc1·a11, l1c car1 l1a\·e 011c !'' 

Tl1c fa tl1eafls clecli11ecl the off er. 
., Yotl'vc 011ly got to question my ft111 

a11thorit)~, and ·~"Oll can ha"Te ns ma11y rot111cls 
as :ro11 like-,vith or ,vithottt the gloves," 
,vent 011 Hanrlforth calmly. "No,v that I'1n 
skipper, I 111ean to make all sorts of drastic 
alterations. There's been too mt1ch laxity. 
Tl1ere's been too much go-as-you-please stt,ff 
i11 the past. },rom 110w onwards, the Remove 
is going t-0 ,Yin a 11nme for itself. I'm going 
to lead it to glorJY after glory." 

11 You're 111ore likely to come a fearfttl 
crop}Jer !'' said son1cbody. 

'' \'7ho saicl that?" roared Hand£ort11, 
glaring. 

'' I die)!'' s11apped Doyle of tl1e ,,7cst Hot1se. 
'' 011 ' {l i cl :r O ll ? ,, 
"Y cs, I di(l !'' 
"'l,l1en )·on'cl better tl11c]ersta11cl, IIaro1c1 

Doyle, tl1at :yot1'll co111c a cropJJcr before I 
sl1all !" snortecl Ha11dfortl1, striding clo,v11 tl1e 
steps an(l pnsl1ing his_ ,va_y tl1rougl1 t!1P cro,vcl. 
"I ca11't allo,v n1y d1gn1t:y to be slighted by 

a11 ass like :yot1 ! .t\ro :yotf goir1g to pt1t 'c111 
11}), or sl1all I biff yott ?'' 

Do.yle ,,·as qttite as l1if( as Hn11clfol'll1, ancl· 
ho ,vns ,vcll lillO\Yll for l1is hnsty te11111er. lle--· 
g·lared. 

"Biff n1c-if :yo11 can !" 11e retort et] l1oi J)·. · 
'' NQ.tl1ing easier!" saicl I-lanllfortl1. 
Cl'ash ! 
Ile s,Yept Do~yle's guarcl aside ,vitl1. co11-­

te1!1ptt1ot1s ~se, ar1cl 1a11decl 0110 of l1is spcci!1l 
cir1ves 011 IToyle's 11ose. Do:,,,,1e sat do,v11 111 .: 
t]1e ,vet gravel ,vith a sqt1clcl1. 

'' • .\nd tl1at's tl1e ,vay I'1n goi11g to treat 
cve1ybocly ,vho tall~s ot1t of tl1e hack of tl1eir 
11ecks !'' said Ha11<lfortl1, looki11g ro1111d. 
"Does somebody else ,vant to have a sl1ot? 
llind yot1, I'm not quarrelsome-I want 
everybody to understand that I'm " .. ho]e .. 
heartedly for tl1e Remove. T11.1st me, and 
:rou~Jl ha,1'e 111ore japes this te1m tha11 yo11',,e 
ever l1ad before-1nore victories than ~rot1 
can dream of.1

J 

'' Good o]d Handy !'1 grin11ccl Reggie Pitt. 
"Let 'em kno,v ,\·}10 J·ot1 arc!'' 

.. I'm going i11to 1ny office no,v-a11cl I 
(lon't ,vant to be dist11rbed," said lla11dfol'tl1 
ct1rtly. 

" Y ot1r office ? " 
"l\I~l office !u 
'' I dicl11't kno,v :yot1 l1ad an office!" saiu 

Pitt. 
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"Stt1dy D really,.. txplained Handforth. 
''My h~adquarterat you kno•·· I maintain 
that • Foma c.-aptatr, ourl,t to have a ~roJler 
ollke all to hinaMlf. 1•n1 going to drafi out 
my plan a for the day. If anr, idiot comes alld 
diaturb& me-, he'll ngret it! • 

11 SupPJ&ing a telllible chap cornes ?" a1ked 
Ft,IJ•·oecl, grin1ainif. . · 

•·That•• 1mpo11ible!·• retort~ Handforth .. 
.Any cb:lr, who con•~• to Stlad, .. D dLtring 

tl•e 1:ost half-ho,1r \\'Ott't be ae1aiible ?•• 
. He tt1n1ed on his he~l and etrode into the 

Anf.iftra* Howe. 
N l"m <lllahed if tl1e r11ptai11t•,· isn't acti12g 

like a twJic 011 l1i1n, '' ei111ckled Pitt. .. He'• 
pttiug 1ma1t i11 hia old agc- ! Sl1oll •·o IO 
along ir1 abot,t. fi,·e 111i11utes itnd beurd ttae 
lion 111 l1i1 dc.-ti ? .. 

'' ' Saf l!t}" fint I i» my motto, tJ uid F ltll• 
•·ood, fJla~i11_g hi, l,ead. ·• t 'm i~.nd,-· fo,· a 
rrap anJ" old ti111e-b11t \1·11)- "·11\-e a red flag 
10 a lit,11 ?" 

By App1lntm1nt Only I 

G OOD gi,,I 1•• 
Archie (:le1lt!1r,me, •trolli1ag nlor1; 

tl1e Remo,·e p.1.sij:ll}e. ca1ne to II halt~ 
ut1cl tere1' ... ~ his n1onoclc fim1ly i r1to 

hia e)·e. He atood tbt'h', elega1lt a11,I im­
macuJat~, an •xpre~ii1l11 of 1,,ild a~ton~hn1eir1t 
on laia aristoc111tic f eatttrc-3. 

,, Good gad!., he• 1·._.r,c:ite<I, 1tariJlf, 
He "'as just. 01·,poliite Stu<IJ· D. iand hi:t 

atte11tior1 11,,d bH-11 attr~l<'<l h)' • large aquare 
of cattlbo.ard "·hi.:'11 v.-a& piuned to tht• 1,1,racr 
panels. A11d the card bol·c tl1e follo'" 1r1~ 

legt-11d: 

' And i tll rnooiJ1tcl,· lM•lt!_ll\. t l,i:! in:iteri1>tion. 
which ,,·:tJJ irt lu,g~- lett~tfl, rnn tl1rc•c f ut·thcr 
liuc& i:1 &01:aJl l'l1arA<·ter§ : 

No Admitt:anc<' Es~i,t On Busi11es.•. 

INTER,·1£\,·s n,- APPOINTllE~-r-r 
O:iL\· .. 

Dy Order, Ed. 0. IJ • .\~DF{lRTH (Ca1Jt.).'11 

.. Good gad!'• said A1-c-l1ie for the third 
time. 

'' \\-.1,at are 1011· pd~ii~g a~t, old m'ln ?" 
aakl'd Alf Brei1t •• he 101nttd l,11 •*~ chum. 
.. Hallo! My hnt ! \\·hat•• all thi•?' 

.. Ahlolutely,'' a.aid Archie. ''Just, as a 
matter of fact.. what I was going to 1111. You 
abaolutely took the iolly old "·onl1 out of the 
•ooal de!tpartment. What, I mean. u it •·ere. 
i, i&T• 

'' The ailly fathead!'' breathNi Ba·ent. "Re 
se-erna to thir1k 11011 the Kina of St. Prank••• 
OI' IOlllething, By appointme11t only, by 
Jingo! Tl1at'1 a bit thick, i1n't it t• 

'' Th~k !N aai,I Archit'. .. I mean, •·h:it ! 
It 1trilcn ml'!, L.a,lclie, aa being dathed 

mottled. not to aay bo.-e-1in1 near the edg~ I 
Lurid time-. in the offins·, what,, .. · 

"Oh. I es~t he'll get ot"er ii in a ~ or 
& 11·0 t" &aid Alf. 

Th<6)' pa!sed along to the lobby, and found 
Church and MeClure chattin1 with tho Onion• 
brot-he.r,. who bad juat come o,·er from the 
\\·t.•t Ho11ae •lith a caat .. iroo n1mour. 

.. AO('Ording to all 1',·e l1eard, it'a an • 
late fact," auid JohrmJ" 0,1io11.1 .. 

•• \\., el I, I !-ban•, be aorry," gro"-·led Ch, h 
'' A fKtW Hut1aemaster •·ill probably keep 
Har,d1· i11 ch~k, and atop a lo& of hi• tommy 
rot!'• 

•• New Houaema1ter ?'' a■ked Brent. 
•• Not absol,1tel,1 re-ully !'' obeened kl1ie. 

.. l meinn. 1 thoLtght the jolly old lad from 
aeroaa ti,~ ,,·a)' "·• goi11g to do the good old 
hououi-1. '' 

•· Tl,ut's "·laat I thougl1t,1
' aaid Johnny 

011ior~. " But it -~ n1~ that l-he •·01·k will be 
too 111-1,,·,· f,_,r II 1·.. 8tokr•. Alter all, two 
Hot,5-='~ in tbt" h11nd4!- of 0110 ma11 is a bit 
&tiff:' 

•• Bt1t ia tl1ia oftk·ial 1·· uked Alf B1-ent. 
'' \\.ell, I di<ln't. h«.-ur it front !tlr. Stukes. 

if tl1at'i ,,·hat )'Oll n,tan ?.. grnilcd Joh1111~·. 
•· AM II matter of foc·t, Bl.•rtie got it fron1 
eomt.·body i,, the Fiftl1. But. Jlaturall)·, it 1

1 
oul)' a ru1nour ,11 ~~t~t.'' 

A 1)1.ndow appeared in the doorway. 
'' llt1mou1~ again!.' 1aitl a ~la.ccry ,·oit'e. 

"\. u..• '1·ei ju1t •- lllld at St. •· r11r1k'11 a1 l\'e are 
at tlar: R1,·eL· Hou1e. \\"hat'a the new one t•• 

H11l Bre\'\•fite1-, tho ~•1ial ]ea~r of Lhe 
'' c·omn1onen •• of the Ri,·e1· Ho1U1e Schoo~ 
had lc-ft bis l,ic~le at the foot of tl1e step., 
and llO"' strode into the lobbJ'. lie •h~d hia 
maci11tosl, 1111d shook J1u1M:I$. 

., 14 ... iltliv mornin_g_ t~• h<! olasc,rved. '" Bo 
~-ou'\·e Sot a new llousemaster oomi11g, eh t•• 

11 Tl,at•s it,'' said (~b,1~h. nodding. •• Wo 
~n do ,,·itli him, too! I only hope it tumi 
out to be 1·e-nllv trt1e. ,,,.e ha,·.,n't aot a 
HoU&enln&t('lr u& llre,t'n_t, and Mr. Stokel 
J1ardly e,·t-r c1.,mM at-ro11 f1'0m the West 
liolltt'. A11d Harad~ is tl,rowing hi. weight 
about ,,-ithot1t :1nybody to check hiDL '' • 

., \\?e're in tl14' n1id1t- of t.roublot1a timft , .. 
Rlid Recgir I>itt Ill he joinoo the group. 
'' ('h...-erio, Hal t \\nat bri,,p )'OIi out 011 this 
wild and tempe-atuolta morning!'" 

•• \Vild and tem~tuottl is right 1•• eaid 
l\&C.~lurt-. "lt'a jua.t aa -·ild andj11&t u tem­
pe-•tlt0t11 iradoon ,• it u out.! Thank 1ood· 
ne.11 llandy ha1 ,ocked him1elf it1 hia atud7 
until fir■t ft-uon ! .. 

••What•a the rnatter 1'·ith him tt• ■sketl 
Bn,w·ater, 1ta1·ing. • 

1'Ha,~~n•t :.vou heard ! 1
' aakttd Pitt •adly. f 

,. H~ard .-hat,., 
''That H:1ndv·, our ne•· ikipper!'t •·as tho ! 

1t.agge1·ir11 repf) ... 

(l'11rlltn- dH,J,,fe•• -, ,.,. a,..., s~,..,., 
8fe1 • ■1-e NM'hHIN ltl ~ lft'eft '• ••'"•"e• ,,._,, ... , .. fk111I) 



Y Dear 
(~fllllll.S•­

rl' h o 
1·1ri11•~, p~ I 

.. f0¥tt1ri, of my cor-
rc,~po.1tlcncc I a t.e I y 

t ha-, b(•t:•n tho 111111l­

b~r of - rca,lr~rs 
,irl10 l•a,·._, ,,·ritt~11 
to ~ v t hat. t 11◄' v • • 
•·•~1(11rd )fr. E. S. 
Brc)ok&' I a t t.' ~ t 
~,-~rlN., ll ~r J10 J ~· 
laauJ Al>0,·o 1'1u~ 
(_~lot,J'!, '' a!i one <.>f 
tho ,·~r.Y fine,Jt la~ 1,n~ t•\-er 1,1_•n1:i•·•1- I r11i1,k 
th(•y aro ri.-11,. loo. rrhe Ullthor J,a.-. \l. (ii'k•_-cl 
Jiis iJea ot,t \~ry i:-1•1·l!ft1lly i1uJec•tl. a111I ,'th1•;• 
t lie ecri~s t•nd• \\it Ji 11c•xt "'et•k · ~ ~t (u· i,-.. J 
1l1iu.k )'OU will all ,a&rce tl1ot 1t1C'~1• .,:-;,-.-n~ 
.11·0 tlao &arl tlao.t. &tick i11 th(' a1)e.::naC)t''• for 
111au,· .a Jong 1laJ.'. · 

Mr. Brooka is at 1>1·<:•~r.t :.t \,·or~ ,.r, ;l11-

otl1,!r &)1ort. &oril.'ll wlaich •·ill. I kn,:,,~ . l,n 
i 11 u11en5t_,.ly pofJ ulu 1· ,,·Jaen i L ar>pcar!\ 111 a 
,,·el!k or t "·o's ti111c. 'l1 t•l~t1 a rc-a]ly icrC!3t 
•~~larist111u!t scril!S )ia1 1x-.~1l \Yl•rkc(I out. ~ 
)'Ot1 5t"'c.~ I a,11 koo11i11g t:. S. U. r(\n 11.,· l~u:~,· 
just, 110w. So rally rou1aLI. 1111 ~·o•• •• [irraok• 
fan§,'' arid gi,rt." tlae Olcl Pattc."'r tbc Lcr,f•fjt ur 
)'our .acti,·«~ ~u1,1101·t, 1,leul~ ! 

T.alkinK of tr4·~at!1 I ~u1111o&e ~·c,~, l,a,·c oil 
~ecn the WOIJ(fc1·f1•l i-~H)t;Je: UJJ.-"t·s 1 hJlt .a,·e 
l1t.~i11g .-i,·~n ll\\ a~.- ira Ollr ( 'on1pa11iora l'a1•f•1·e. 
t Ja4.~ • • Ran g<."r, '' • • lf 1.11er1L•t., •• iind .• · M 0t.l c•r n 
Bo)· "'? If Jut1 hu \·t:•ri "t. tilcra lr!t 1r,~ tc·11 yot1 
.\·Ou a re mi~ng 501l)C1 l1it1J{ (~00D ~ rr•-(•S(~ 
F1·ec (;ift~ uro in tile~ for1n of 1'oJ>l)IJJI( 
(_~olourt?d Pictt1ru·Sta111ps. 111 all 144 ~lt11111,~ 
\\·ill IJu gi,"cn awa,. .. , 6 c-acla ,,·c(•k 1n •~:&~ll f">f 
tho 1l1rt"'C JJClpc1·s. 'l'hi~ f('(!OrJ.l,rPaki11g 
l•'rt'i, Gift. Sc-!•t•11ie Jaa:5 M·t t},~ \\})ol1_• ,,·orltl 
tulking-~l!(! tJ)at. JOU l)U.l't1ci1)ate ii, it, 

..----~ 
.~ trL'd!ltare•tro,·e rJf §torics. ,,J10•.1r J•l.ui,•~ 

atld pictun~ for 2J1tl ! A l')ook tlaat \,. ill l,~~ 
All c,·orla11ing cou,,,auio,1. 'l~i1is is " fit t iug 
c!~riptio11 to ''"l'IIE PllPtJLAR li()<)K c,~, 
BOYS• S1,0RIES, '' now on sale at. all nc"·s­
a1~nts a11d bookac]lers. 'fhero i1 rao otlaer 
an11ual or1 the n1arket that 11ivea t-U<·h , alue 
for mono~~. For lwalf-e-~rown it is an ••xtru­
ordinary barga.i11. In it you will fitall tu)c-,; 
of thrillintr adv.,11turt-. at honie and ,,Lroatl. 
•torit~ of tJ1c~ Wild \Vest, 1uotor•raci,-,gt 1111,.I 
of tl1e se.a. I f ,ally rtt0n1rr1e11d it. 

()ther annual, ,,·J1ich l advi.c >·ou to 1J••Y 
a 1•9-1 : 

•• ·rho HC)LIDA Y A1•1•ual. :-• ,,riCt.' 6 i' ·, 
•• Tiac H<)BRY A11••ual~ ,~ price 6/--
... Tht, )f(lDERN R(JY·s Al)lllJaJ.'' Jll'it.;c_~ 6/ •. 
1'l"l1c- Nc,v Zf)f) Ann,,.il.'' 11ricc- 6,1 •• 

and 
., E,·,~r-,· Boy',. Hook of Y()"fOR8 ~1IIJ>8 

and E~G IN KS1 " p,·icc 7 l 6. J 

(J. 
Hill, 

RBADBRS' PRIU 
JOKII. 

'f r a v c 1 I o r : 
·• \\"laat's t 11 t! 

t11al~r \\·itla that 
doK ~ '' 

It 11 ~tic : ~- Lui.i-
ll 

'I, ,~ 

l ""• 'I, r a ,. n l l ,:~ r : 
11 J r o ,,. • ~ t h at 1 " 

·· Rt1~tic: ·• Jfe'.c 
~1iti11r O n a 
t ~,i~t IP~ a11d he·~ 
too ia1.y to get, otf ~ .. , 

ll'J,jlt/1011.t". ti/, ,''"i,lt: l'illa, JJl,1~i-1,,-,.,._., 
l"i11l1JJv, ... /~, Or,~lul,- .I 1..ct1l,·r•ii,-~.} 

.. \\.l1y Ol• ,~arr la ,11) yo11 k•_'1··&J lc)okia1g ro,,1~tl 
at tlJC~ ~o:at·r11t·k :,,,, ~le-LI a (.~ity 111111• v.la1l 
\\'ll~ 1li11i111-e \\·itl1 il fricttll frc,ttl t)1t~ e11,1ntr~·. 

•· I a111 k,•cpiilg .111 t"'~·c o,a 111)· O\-~'"rcout. ·' 

,\·u.s tho r,~ply. 
•! Hic.Ji,~l1lou• ! ,·ot1 •lc.>J•t. £:t)C i11c t'Onti1111• 

wlly l0<,kinJ( a·ou11cl t lu•r~:• 
•• w~I1, tlH..~t·~·:i; ,.o lltllt:'d for )Oll lo tlc1 ~; 

~·our eoat •·t.•11t ,,bout ten naiuutt."6 ago!:-, 
(('. ,,a,·l..·t.r, 19, Jl~1rl.t•=i~ .. ,.;1,,it, Bru,,A. 

rc ir A·, .1/ t· lb ou1·11 r,. .-t u,t rali,~.-.1 y,. a 11cl J1ri:~.) 

(_)ffic..·.t.--Loy ! •. l .. oult.l I )1 el \"e I )ao il rt ~rltOOII 
off. ~•r. to got,, u,y wra.ratl111ot•at!i-·~ funcr:al ~·• 

Rr11plo)•t~r : •' lf y lx1~·. JJC l'~'.<:,110111icJ I. 
Do,1·1. ,vu~1t~ )·<.)U&· 1era111..l1uotl1t•rti -..., carl.v 111 
tl1t., helt.wa•; ~,,~ ll1c•Jll for th~ (~up-tit"a~•• 

(11,., Bo,,A,11r1~ 8. H!1ll1J1, Tcrrar,·, .\"01·tli 
.'i/iicl,la, .. \T fJrllt uN1bcrlfli4,l,-.l 1,u~l..t., t€all.:t.) 

l•~i.-~t 110.Y: ·· J k11<) ♦.\" a l·l1a1, that·s ~o tall 
1 • ._. l"all lil(ht. .1 t·iJlui·r-tiu off a la111p JJO!lt ! ~• 

S..acoa,, I bo.y : ·• 1"iaat • s 1lorlait1g 1 I k11ow ·a 
ft.,llow \,·110 i~ ~o t" 11 110 11111' to go 011 his ka-.et'" 
,,·1lcll )1c wa1•1~ trJ tak,! so,110 111l,llt")' ou, of 
11 i ~ t rottlenf llOt k~ t. ·• 

( 111 • Da ,:~. 12, J•a,·I.: llof1•l, II ult. -.I JJ~1,­
l·1• i /r.) ----

PEN PALS. 
Gilbe·rt Uk1okc, 25, I,ro,,·•~ ~11•t--.c-t. ,,-~~t 

J>.~rth, \\ .. e,.1cr11 Aullralla, waa1t1 c.~O1·re:S-

11ond(•1•~ 
,Ja<·k Fteak, llor1>l•~t \" ale, South 

Australia, "-"11t~ j_)t-~t1 f ric•nd~. 
ff. l't't•tt~ 6~ B,1lderton B11ilcling11, ILirt 

Strrt:·t. Clro,,·enor Squarr, Lerulon, W. 1, 
,,·a1-.t111 <~rrt•wpon,lt"ht8. 

\\7i1Jjam G. (~ler11et1tll, Elgin Street, Ber-
"' iek, \T ict,,1·ia, Au1trali1, "·a11t1 to i1car f ro111 
~ta1n1• roll,-ctor~ 

~Ii~!\ lr,,no Ro\~"ton, BrC'tag11t•, (Jlr,~ (~r,•:s-
Ct'nt~ O~,I ('Jc·'e. G1·i1n~l,~·. Llnu.. 1ra1,t~ tcirl 
C'or1·(•1-p,111df'11I t ira • .\111L·rica, .. \ uatratia, N~,v 
Zt..•a la11d a ,,,1 Ai ri~a. 

{C.,Mti11u8J o" tlcrl pa]s.) 



1Ion·nrd Ilolt, 31. ]\rynut ~trPPt~ l .. igl1t;."' 
Ifill. XP,r{'a:;..t](\ N.~.\\\~ Australia, ,Ya11t;-; cor-
re;i>otitlPut~ ·: i11t(•J'(':-it'<·<l i1t coin~, :---ra1111}~_. 
~ \ ,: i 1111 n j 11 g- an Ll r u 11 u j J 1 .~·. ~--- - ..... "'----- - -

. l~.~~,r. 11<\l"JlOt~·, 39. 8,,ift ~\,·r•lltlt.., l)ttl\,it--h, 
Soulh Austral~a. ,,a11-i., <·nrrt\,11011dPnt~ itl'1cr­
e ~ t f' t l i 11 u a t i \ · r- t· n r i () , , ~\ t a 1 a y a , ,l a \ · a , ( _ • 1 1 i 1 , a, 
etc. , 

.\ J a r ct•] 1 t t ~ J l i 11 i o . < · ,' f) 1 l. (). 11 o, ~ 16 . C: t • or g, \ -
to,,·n, DPn1f~r.trP. British Guiana, ,,aut~ (·01·­

r c · :-i l >on d t• n t \. -
. l t I if r 1\ 1. IX } \)..; t ◄ • l.. 2 5. ] ~ l I l' 11 :-- id l' 1 t oa d . ( : ha d -

,,.,_,Jl IIeut h; Ess~ex, ,, ants <·orre.~1)ond(\11t . ..; i11-
t.Prestr~cl i1t l>oxing·_. footl1all .a_ull g-y1u ,,-<)rk. 

- ~ . . ~~ . 

])_o t ! g-1 a :-:; . l., u 11 t l, · .\.". 12.. .. ( ; a 1' dig· a 11 'J\, r r a<·,•. 
l~irk:--t alJ Roa ◄-l ~ J ~<~L·cl~. Yorks.~·· ,va11t~ a <·01·­

rP.,11011c.lc·11 t in .auy Jorr•ig-11 t·otn1tr~·. "" .,. . 
, ]). ·-N. ]1,1ti,er~o11. <·.to )Jr~.· ·1\, )Jorl, ◄ ·1. 

107?. _· .1\1·cadia. Htr<..'•·t. ~latfiP'l(l, .· l,retoria, 
r_rr~•n~Yctal, South Africa,· ,va11ts co1·rr•:-;1,on­
(le11t."' i11 Euglarid:- ]·"ratit:e aJ1(l .-\u~trc1lia. 

1\1:· ( \11111on, c·_tla1·,·n1out~ 203. l{o~fl Strf.'(•i'. 
DarJi11gton, ,. ~j-dJl('_\', ... N.-.\\· .. , Australia, 
,\'it 11 t:-i corrt · ~ t)ond era t .~ ; - o·vPr 17. 

IIaro[tl . l10.~c·11LH_•rg. 34. l{o(·l,l·r • ~rrt•(•i·. 
l1«\ll(•vun ]~a--r_ ·~ J9)_t_y1!.1.~e~l,t11=g, "'rJ.'rai1~\·H_a'.. 
South Africa, ,,·ant~ corrf\~1,onde11ts; ·16=-11.' 
'· .. ·\l>t.l~t,l-J1alin1c1n ·· l~a111t•l. 41. · ~\lol1at11f•41 

I-Ia~ . ..;a11 ~tr,'t·t, l,cJlaii, l.'.airo~ Egypt, ,yar1l~ 
to 11<\ar f ro111 rc·a d t•r~. • s 

:.\Ji.~ l)orotl1.Y l)avio.;:, 248. ~ruf11ell .J>ar!~ 
11ond_. 1-Iig·lrgarPJ London~ N.19, \rant-, tc) lie•r 
f ro111 girl l't'(HJer~. . --- .~ -.-~ , 

,, .. _(:. ll'.all. 244. \\"ind1nill T .. anp (;a1·]r. 
]toad, Nottinghan1 .. \\'.attY . .., cortc• ... r•outl<·r1ts W1 
... \ u ~ t r a ? i a • t-~;.. · · ~- .•. ~> 

l I ( · ~ =-- 8 i r ( · ("" t , . !\ . 
,, a 11 r~· girl c-·(~t· · 

..... 
~\Ii~·-"' ~aclic' (.:in.,lJl'l'g. 60:­

lfa111ilt·o11. ()11tario~ Canada. 
rl' ~11 ~n.~_l c~ !~ ~ :-5. ,;..._ • ~.;. ,. ·-~ 

~ 

. - ' - • 

,Jacl~ ::\Iillar~ 15. 'J~c)\\·er J{o~d, Nt·,,· 'l'o\YlJ. 

l 1:?IH1 rt~- r11a ~Ir} a 1!1,a -· __ A_ ustr~1a·~ra' .·,\-a.11 t~ f o· .. J i,e!ft· r. 

fro111 sin111JJ- ('<>liect•J1·,")-out~1dc (;rcat ]lritai~1 
artd .t.\.ll::itralasia .... " ..... .-~ ... -; · .. : t ·r ·:_ -~ - ~.# , •• i4 j 

. . . 
.Jan1f' . .,·~.r. Eva11~, 48, Jul,ilt-c 8tref't, Dulil,{,, 

NP\\' K,,n th --,,·a le~,-- Ai,~trel ia,'· ,r i~ht ·s to lte<i r 
· f 1·c,Ji1" :1 lli..i-1,tP1~i~tocl i11 l,is c·ori•e;r,or1c!e11ce eltdJ, ... 

i\gc· ..... 17-18. . .. __ ,.,.__ . , ~ ~, ·...,.~ ◄ \ 
-------~---------- _ ___, ___________________________________ .i 

BOYS! 't Learn- ilbOut 4 
. . _._ 

- ,. ._, 

... 

1, M • 

un .f',·rc App,-o,·a,l r.rn rl't:ttpt 
... - . ___ .. c,f a postcuid. """9" • 

The II SOUTHERN iSLES '' 
UKULEL-t ·e-ANJO 
\' '-,i1 ea u nln.y this d(:l! ~ht f 111 1 n 

· bt f·1(wr 11-t ;,vi t~ "v_cry -li_t.~ 1~1 Pt;nc­
t icc \\·itn the a1rl of 011r_]•rcc· 
J.ightniug 'futor. Hra~s Frett0,r 
1:ingcr lloard, S\Vtet- m<'ll~\v 
tone. sol idly bt11lt; llighly 
ooli~hcd finish. , ~ 

30 1•. VALUE FOR. ,.1119. 
\\ .. o ,v 111 · stnd you onr. of lht.:so 

' 

..,. l. . . Sou' ILern '.I Isles I. " rca I 
., _ l: kuh:lc Ba11jos upon rcef'ipt 

301. . . g· -of- your• na1uc and ort~rf:ss 
,_1 f If entirely to yonr snt1sf;u~ .. ~ .:ve11ue Or ~t i"c,n )"OH S(!O<l 1 / 6 Oil f(:CC'l!}l 

· • --· < ond: 11-. f(irtntKµtly .. ,~ntH 
-11 ~is 11a1d ... Fu J ca~n ,vith ordl·l'. or balance _)\1 1tll1n ? 
dn:\:S .,.'\.1016 · c,11 ly · -J •· A DAV~S & CO. _ (Dept. 

, a.P.49)::·94.104~ Denn1a.l'1k Hill. Lot-idon. S_.E.5. 
. -----~ .... 

BE T-A• ~L~ . y.-,ur Jlr:·i~ht incr•:a8ed in 14 <lilS 
Ii. • ~- ur :'elun(::.y ll~t!·k. Co1nplt•tf' Courfi.-.. 

51•. Ilo,>kl•·t 'frt:(~-orivtdc·ly .-STEBBING SYSTEM, 
2:8. - Road .... LON:Q,ON,.-~.W.2.. · · ~-

BOY ·DETECTIVE DISOUI:SE 
OUTFITS, ..:on t.ai11 ing <lreasf• Pa 111t '> 
(~allo\\· (H' Ch1n(•~r•, ~unb~1.rn or ·Red: 
T!ldtari); M<HlSlachc~; Jia1r (n~sorb·d 
cnlou 1'~) .. -R<· lllOV H. hlc s,~ars ;Ind \\'_,1. t' t,t-l. 
1'011t h-hlit,'.k l~naru.-·l. t·U• .• ctr. 'l ._,· r~LVl~ 
l'l'EM.S. iu(·luding u.s4.•f11l book. "f:otccrt:1.s 
or l)isgni~t'," onl.f l.16. , ()r larger. 
,vtt la-· t:xtra (}r<•.1:-:0 Paints. 1\If)Uoch.~. 
1,:a.r<I. f"t0.· 2;6 Post 1·r,:c front·. THE 

·130YS' OWN SHOP (Deak If .L.L. Inverkip 
• St., Greenock, ( For fn post.3d. in 1 / - Pxt ra, 

• 
~NCRE.ASED 1n~· hc·igld. t.o 6ft. 3lit1~. ! r T.II., 
r!J;:C 16~. to.6f1. r T.F .. 21. f1·n1n Sft.. 5 t.o 5ft. 19 ! 
H<l~S ~YSTEl\I IS <•E~UI~B. }\•p :C2 2:-;. Dt·tn1ls 
xta1up.-I•. Ros.~. llt•ight, Spc•eiaUst, Hc;arborough.· 

. .. . 

··········································~·········· All application-• lor Advertisement spaces in this 
publicatio·n sho~ld. be addressed to the Advertisement 
Manager 1 

1! The _ Nelson Lee L:brary, '' The Fleetway 
;. H_ouse, Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. 

······•9 ■ ••··········································· . 

. - - . ..-- . 

Our FREE CATALOGUES shoW ~ 
~ 

'fl1rpc ,·u1,~c Sets fronl £4-10-0, nnd (.ra1ner 
phones frotu £1-1-0 ,rit.!l lfll. l~I~ lte;cc)r<ls. 

. . -- . . ~ 

l~:lsy rarn1enl · tc·~·ms nrraugcd.. ('arriagc 
. . .... -

- pni_d. ·., 
E~WD. O'BRIEN,LT_D.( Dept,Z), COVE.NTH_~. 

· THE ~~_BRITAN!f:JA·u --A)R-'- P,IS~L-.-... -. -.= 
·· -- - · " A Bi•jtish Pr.oduced-,\vcapon ,upt1ohi• · 

111g .all .the .tra.d1tions qt flRI:l'ISI{ 
. ... \\'~KMA~SJll~P. ·- Po~.ltJ\'cly\ I l(~ 

.-·n1c~t c1cci1ratc MAClll~i+~!\1.-\q)h p1st()! c)·cr 
_ . 11rortnccd at the pr1c<!,, 'Bca.u~ifully.-tiuJ~l~~-{I. 
Shoots "·jth · great· force.,nnu· Pf'JH~lrat1on, "\ llctn~ 
rnarle entirely of BEST STE.EL ... It ,viii \\•cnr:--fot· 

-. ~ver U nrivallt:d. -for:, indoor nnd outdoor us~. 
Target· and Rat ~hooting;· ·.., · · •;.· 

·· Pr~cc. guP blued. a,s eacll ... __ Witb supply of : ~-
Pr1c.:c. plated. ••. 9l· ca.ch. Darts a.nd Slugs · 

Senti for list >f Guns. ~-c.. post 1 ree, · f roni t lie rn<i k-rr 
FBANK CLARKE, Sports Dept .. 39i41, Lower 

.,, ·. Loveday Street, BIRMI:tlGHAM. . ....... , 

BLUSH tN C Sbynesa."'Nerves." Self-conaclousnes~, 
· · Worry·Babit. Unre&sona.ble Fea.rs;etc. 

. .• .. ~ured.0,1 money bark! Complete Course.. 
'\/- Detatla.-L. A Stebbin~ 2~. Dean Road London N .. w 2~ 

: G ROSE'S ~' New Bridge Stre:!t~ ~ 
. · London. E.C.4. -. A 

Special Offer - J .,!..., 
FOUR BOXINc··cLOVES 
Tan Leat.}1er.. Huir Stuffed · 

~ 

La.ced Pa.Im, 9111· ~. 
Fixod ~rip ·nar, .. . ; ~\ 
FREE. Photo of your Set o! .. !'-: 
Favourite Boxer with each se.t~. J, 
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